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I^mni! Coiimr.der Carrier Air Group JIVE 

TOs :Conjma:xding Officer, U*3*S* FQBGE -(OT-45} 

£ubj: Beport of Operations for period., 16-31 July 195° 

(V*?aiust North Korean invasion forces) 

HsiY (a) ComGarD:.v-.3 Conf • ltr f ser 066 dtd 19 July 1 95° 

End: (1) Organization f v ^ \u 

(2) Narrative of Operations ^ * 

(3) Tabulation of Sorties and Hours Flown 

(4) Material Damage 
(a) Enemy 

00 Own \ 

(5) Personnel Casualties^ Enemy and Own 

(6) Corrective Action Taken by Originator f,v 

1* Operations against Jforth ifctfean invasion forces were conducted by Air 
Group FIV£ oTi 18, 19 f 22/ 23 ? 2o f 2© and 29 of July a$ directed by Ccin^-maer 
Carrier Mvic^n TERSE in c oiupliance vrith CorcE^nder Seventh Fleet Secret Op 
Orders #lo and I1-5 * 

2» Comment md recommendations t 

a. Air Operations 

(1) Tor large strikes on a definite target and for farmed reconnais* 
sance" patrols the operation schedule^jconsiqted of a collets 
32-plane prop launch twice a day with both flights overflown by 
two 8 -plane waves of jets* 

For controlled close-support operations four separate three (3) 
hour prop launches of 12-&6 aircraft were scheduled plua four 
8-rplane jet eweeps* This kept airplanes over the target area at 
intervals of every oth^r hour and a half throughout the day- 
Two attack carriers .dper^tin^' together could maintain continuous 
support over the target / 

b< Tactics - 

(1) Since no air opposition was encountered and anti-aircraft fire 
:was f in general^ light or non-existent, individual and repeated 



^EliCLOSURE^ 



runs could be made to' insure gr^tfer a§^t«ip#y kid more thorough 
target destruction, 

, ' ■ ' — — 

(2) Targets 125-14° railee av/ay were Bit by> jet divisions flying at 
ail timss beneath a 5^00 foot ceilli^ ;Goir^ ia with 80^ engine . 
j-jfsi 3000 feat ana. 210 toot a IAS -sl^cwd 3&Q0 lbs* of fuel 
atill aboard when reaching the target, 7*6$° lbs* of this could 
be used over the tesgefc either by; 

(■■*) 28 minutes of oontinuoua ^trafiiig at 86# f or 

(b) IS minutes of high speed strafing, , or combat* at 100% m 

A return to the carrier at 72%* 200 kts, IAS ? 300 feet altitude 
^gave a landing reserve of 100G< lbs* of fuel* 

(3) Because of the l^J'-s sp&ed fairly flat strafing runs were employed* 
Ttii& allowed a longer sighting period without sacrificing any 
safety* 

(4) Moderate success was obtained by the prop planes against tunnels 
and bridge abutments by skip bombing or mast head attacks with 
>,otfbs having a 4-5 second delay fuse. 

(5> irirad reccnnai a sa^ce patrols m d ground, support work are L*j3t 
controlled by using a flight of no toore than four planes to a 
selected target. 

(6) At times the shortage of (props) for escort raquired that the 
VA squadron form its oim cov^r* In a four division VA flight, 
■ttfo divisions are used as base element in a VA defease formation 
> and the other teo fly cover* In a threfe division flight of YA 
aircref t* one division is the base element and trcc ixy oover D 

Anti-Subniarine Patrol - 

(1) For a TDore efficient ASW attack team» it would be highly desirable 
to Rave VA(S) and YA(#) aircraft in the, same unit* ' differ 
investigator pilots and aircraft now being employed ^.nite origan 
lack the Specialised t^ii^rig a2§& ##u'ipp£pt ^e^^ary ^o^ ^ucoos^ 
ful hunter filler tac$ics> 

(2) iSi^e efficiency <>f the radar ^sretjor i£ greatly reduced after 
two hours of operation* flights should be limited to three hours 
when practicable* 



(1) The following ordnanVe and' ftising is ^pnsidered desirable for 
the targets indicated: 



Targei 

(a) k/0 on ground ■ 

\o) A/C reirett3d or 
personnel 

(■3) Locomotives 

(a) Oil Cots 

(e) :?ower Stations 

(f ) Bridges 

(g) Factories 
■(h) Yards 
(i). Tunnels 

(j) Vehicles-trucks 
(k) Tanks / 
(l) Boats 



Weap on ^ , Bi§S 

20MM 

Bombs 

20&M and rockets 

20MM and rockets 

2GE L 4M* rockets, small bombs 

2Q$0 pound (dive bonib) *Q25 

1000 or 500 lb (skip bomb) k~5 sec, delay 



Bombs 

Bombs end rockets 
Bonib s 

20hM and rockets 
Napalm and rockets (SAP) 
All ordnance 



Instant or *025 



4^5 :<?r - c * delay 



Electrbnics .Oountenaeasure - . ' 

(1) Enemy radar has been detected in several cases but since counter- 
measure transmitters are not yet available our "Q* places were 
unable to do any jamming* 

Communi cations 

(1) The 4-digit "tactical mission 11 voice call signs for indiviOual 
aircraft as prescribed in section 7 of MNAE H9U) are unsatis- 
factory due toi 

(a) Awkwardness because of length* 

(b) Hje difficulty of quick association of the call with the 
pilot or aircraft* ... 



\ 



A tally-ho message 'mat be rapid^W^ 

identify the sender* * Also ^Lii th# ckse bf-b^ating with a Tact- 
ical Air -Coordinator in cloae support ifcxk simplicity and dainty 
of call signs between aircraft is iterative. Use of side 
mimbers would be best for both the aTSaje exsn&les and for all 
oases of aircraft on tactical missions'* flight leaders being an 
exception* This ia authorized by the note under paragraph 726 of 
JANAP 119(A)* 

(2) date no plane in the .Air Group has been called upon t o use 
authentication or recognition signals although much time artf 
effort have been spent on the dissemination to all pilots ef the 
prpper daily codes* For the ourreht type operations of pene- 
trating strikes and close support it does not seem necessary 
that. the pilots of our single seat aircraft heed be encumbered 
■with this extra non-essential, data* This is especially true of 
the recognition codes since none of our airbraf t are equipped 
with either a Very's pistol or an Aldis lan£u 

g* Air Intelligence ■ . 1 

00 Non-flying Air intelligence Officers are still urgently needed by 
the squadrons of the Air Group* Ihe aviators of the CSfoup tJ now 
acting in the AIO capacity, have to date done an excellent } 
in addition to their primary duty of flying plus other ^di^teral 
squadron duties* However, this overload situation ha£. ; in a 
couple of instances* resulted in inadequate briefing and de* 
bri efingo 

(2) Photo coverage and intelligence information* collected by other 
sources t should be expeditiously disseminated to the lower 
echelons, namely the scfiadrons that will actually be participating 
in the mission. At times in the past it has been noted that such 
target information has not reached the participating elements 
until the mission had been completed* 

(3) The best charts available in any quantity for our close support 
work have been the World Aeronautical Charts with a scale of 
l£l f 00QjG0O which is entirely inadequate for target pin-pointing* 

, A few grid charts of a more appropriate scale were issued but 
they lacked contour and riverliite colorii^ and when covered over 
with the necessary grid markings they were most difficult to 
read* * 
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&l) Ttye transition from peace to wartime operations has indicated 
an immediate need in the Air Group for non-fiyipg Air Jp&lli- 
gence and Maintenance Officers ♦ '*"> ' 

Increased complement of ordnance** electronic# and aviation 
machinist ratings is also needed* With our present peacetime 
strength of men t less 75 detailed to the ship, an expended 
period under combat conditions would be accomplished only wibh 
difficulty* It has been during these combat periods that the 
shortage of ordnancemen has been moqt keenly felt. 

i« Material Discrepancies - 

(1) Aircraft - 

(a) In an effort 'to prevent any future operational losses 

due to partial loss of engine power after catapulting it is 
recommended that a friction lock be installed on the throttle 
quadrant and alstf that the fuel system and its emergency 
features be thoroughly investigated for possible malfunction 
due to the accelerating effects from the catapult shot* 

.(b) Hydrolube now in use in the ygp-^ hydraulic system is causing 
deterioration of seals and rubber parts and failure of hy- 
draulic valves. Hydraulic fluid AN-0-36&, although inflesci- 
mable , is recommended, 

(c) Wartime operating conditions revealed the follo\7ing facts re- 
garding the ItytMjB: 

CO spark plugs have given tho best performance in the 

engine, 

(g) Oil cooler shut off valves should be installed on an 
urgency basis, 

(2) Armor plate protection is desirable if planes are to be 
us0d for extensive close support work. 

Activate war emergency power equipment and install all up 
to date service changes before the aircraft leaves the 
States, ' _ ; _ 

(2) Ordnance - ^ 

(a) On the Corsairs and Skyraiders, the Hark 9* Mod; 2 & 3 rocket 
launchers are frequently rendered unserviceable under the 
stress of an arrested landing with HVARs aboard and ahouH be 



modified. The Mark 55 bb^.-aftipc. ^qulj&^e £dded to the 
Corsair configuration, hdwever> it shMud first be modified 
to withstand arrested landings stores aboard* 

(b) It is strongly recommended that Mature VA aircraft have four 
forward firing 20mm guns* Also the Ap spare parts list should 
be enlarged to include 200 Mark 55 boiabrracks. 100 Mark 9« 
I4od 3 3?ocket launchers* 2 208351 gun kits v four spare guns and 
forty amoiinition cans* 

(c) In the F4U«5N f iirproper functioning of the link stripper on 
the 20nim gun allows the rounds to enter the feed mechanism in T 
a canted position, jamming the gun and oftentimes rupturing 
the round* An improved stripper is recommended* 

(d) Ordnance difficulties with the F9^-3 were as follows: 

(1) Wing gun camera - recommend re-wiring to permit ground 
~ checks without requirement of 3$% generator output of 

plane system* " : " 

(g) Fire control system - recommend rewiring to make separate 
from armament system* Damage to bearings in the 3ight 
result from arrested landings and deck spotting Should 
bs energized when battery switch is turned on* 

Booster motors - recommend electrical cut*cff switch to 
^relieve pressure when gun 'jaimning occurs* At present, 
operation of the' booster continues after a jam occurs 
and causes rupturing of the ammunition chutes. 

(4) Elevating bolt ~ recommend shortening to permit removal 
of instrument panel without requiring removal of the 
gun sight* ^ -.. 

(5) Split cartridge ejection doors - recommend changing to a 
single "door. Hie -split type door is presently bending 
upward permitting a crack sufficient' for an empty round 
to lodge and prevent doors from opening, 

(_6) Gun heater cannon plugs - reccranend installing between 
the nuraber 1 and 2 guns and 3 and 4 gimsj preventing 
damage to giin heater wires when removing the guns* 

(2) Radio compartment bolts -» r^conaiiend countersinking or 
shielding to prevent personnel iftjury during loading* 




..... . ..r^ST 

(8^ Muzzle covers - recommend a cmiuloi&^mazzle cover which does 
not require removal prior to /firing. In the event of aborted 
firing 'missions, protection of theMbarrels will thus be pro- 
vided. "-, - : ': ' '■ :<t T /' * ■■ 
■ r >^ 

- .■"'■'/■.. ' 
(2) Sliding nose section - hangar deck s£t>t^ preclude opening the 
nose for routine maintenance and loading operations* which Is 
considered unsatisfactory* 

(£o) Cartridge arid link collecting space capacity or shape t ev3n 
~ witi: the link deflectors installed* is inadequate. Jains are 
occurring in the ejection chute after approximately 5 00 rounds 
have been £lred. 

(£i) Gun .camera magazines - recommend pre-loaded j fifty foot mag- 
azines stock No, (E) I8-F-32O91-IOO be provided* 

Outboard ammo, cans - partial anmo loads, if not suspended* - 
move forward on arrested landing causing ammo can securing 
pins to shear or bind and allow can to move forward* Recom- 
mend a securing rod to retain can in proper position* 

Summary of Recommendations* 

It is recommended that s 

a* Sicip and mast head bombing be included in the training syllabus of ■ the 
dive-bomber and fighter-bomber propeller squadrons. 

b a The ASW attack team of VA(3> and ; VAOO aircraft and pilots train and 
operate in the same squadron or unit. ^ 

c* Side number tactic^r call signs be used between aircraft on ^tactical 
missions*. 

d. The carrying of authentication codes and recognition signals should 
not be required of single seat aircraft pilots when conducting strike 
missions* If necessary a simplified code should be usado 

e. All aircraft be completely outfitted with radio gear and latest 
service chants before being sent to the forward area* 



Non-flying Intelligence Officers be assigned the Air Group and that 
the squadrons personnel be increased to wartime complements especially 
in the rates of ordnance, electronics and aviation machinists. 



DECLASSIFY 

Complete target information be given the strife** pilots as early as 
possible prior to the mission and thai appropriate grid charts be 
prcvicled all pilots engaged in close support work. 

Tha following corrective action be talceft-4n regards aircraft and 
ordr^ncs discreparcies 1 of the F9F-3* : 

0) Install frictfon lock on throttle quadrant* 

(2) riiangs the flvid in the hydraulic system to a type that will net 
deteriorate ths seals and rubber fittings* 

(3) Rswlre the fire control (gunsight) system to prevent damage to 
sight bearing--) on arrested landings* 

(4) Install an el-jctrical cut-off switch on the booster motors to 
relieve presrure when gun jateming. occurs* 

(,5) Countersink or shield radio compartment bolts to prevent injury 
to ordnance personnel* 

(6) "urease capacity or chaise shape of cartridge and link collecting 
6±yice to prevent jamming* 

(?) Install a strong enough securing rod in the outboard airac cans 
ij prevent ihe cans from breaking loose on an arrested landing 
Tvith part.\f*l ammo remaining* 

The following corrective action be taken in regards aircraft and 
ordnance discrepancies of the F^U-/jBi 

(1) Install armor plat* protection* 

(2) Install oil cooler shut-off valves* 

(3) Use ovCjr RB-19 spark plugs* 

(4) Activa'ta the war emergency po^r equipment* 

(5) Redesign the I lark 9* Mod 2 and 3 rocket rails to withstand 
arresVed landings with 5 W HTARs* 

(6) Provide the Corsair with the Mk. 55 bomb racks modified to with- 
stand, arrested landings while carrying external stores* 

The corr-ective actions necessary for the AD are; 

(1) Modify the rccket launchers and Mk* 55 bomb rack the same as the 

(2) Infltall four forward firing 2Giha on the future VA aircraft, 
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• DECLASSIFIED • 

" ORGANIZATION * - CARRIER AIR GROW. £I7Z 



Coiamander H. P- LAJHAM 
No Aircraft 

4 Pilots / 

vT -51 Lieutenant Commander A* D. POLLOCK (Commanding Officer) 

:,i Aircraft 
16 Pilots 0:1 Board 

VT-52 Lieutenant Commander LAMB (Commanding Officer) 

111 F9F-3 Aircraft 
18 Pilots on bdard 

VF-53 Lieutenant Commander W» R* Pira&tfT (Commandite Officer) 

8 Ft±V~l±B Aircraft 
?Jl Pilots on Board 

lieutenant Conmander D* K. ENGLISH (Comnianding Officer) 

12 riU«J^B Aircraft 
15 Pilots on board* 

VA-55 Lieutenant Commander IT* D* HODSQN (Commanding Officer) 

14 AD Aircraft 

20 Pilots on Board 

Detachment Lieutenant Commander IV. £• HMRY (officer in Charge) 

2 F4U-5N 

3 AD-3N 

6 Pilots on Board 

VC^li Detachment Lieutenant Commander S. M. SKELTON (Officer in Charge) 

3 AD-3W Aircraft 
k Pilots on Board 

MAG-12 Detachment Captain J* V, BOOKER, UStlC (Officer in Charge) 

3 Pilots on Board 

NOTE* Figures reflect number of flyable planes and qualified pilots 
, available at commencement of operations, 

ENCLOSURE (1) 



NARRATIVE COOPERATIONS (1 6 July - 31 July) 



Offensive operations against North Korean forces were conducted during 
this period cn the following days of July* 18, 19. 22,. 25 , 26, 23 and 29. 

On the morning of the 18th precautionary cover was provided for the un- 
o-o^d amphibious landing of the 1st Cavalry Division at Pohang, Sou ;n Iforsa, 
/■^'otj str*>e n n the late afternoon of the 18th did considerable damage co 

- u n C ?3 Oil Befinsry. In general, the remainder of the flights and sweeps 
y : *jgth, 19th, 22nd and 25th were "armed reconnaissance" in nature and 
coverad an area inland from Pohang to north of Hamhung on the east coast and 
on the west coast ranged from Kwangju north to Kaesong going inland as far 
as Nirawon, Targets attacked and damaged were airfield installations, rail- 
road facilities, locomotives and rolling stock, bridges, power stations, oil 
tanks., SLEall boats, factories* troops and vehicles* 

On 26, 28 and 29 of July close support operations were conducted under 
control of Air Force Tactical Air Coordinators in an area along the front 
line from Hadong north to Hamchang. Targets were mainly troops,, arsaor, and 
transportation facilities. 

The JESS TRIUMPH operated with us at all times, except July 22, pro- 
viding CAP and AG?. 



ENCLOSURE (2) 



ASSIFIED 



TAmr-ATTOH OF SORTIES FLOWN 



July 1950 

Jet hours 260*3 

rrop hours 1344*3- 

Total hours l60^<,4 



Jet sorties 
Prop sorties 
Tbtal sorties 



Sorties over Korean targets: 



Jet 

Pro'? 
To< al 



157 

573 



ENCLOSURE (3) 



A™ STATES PACIFIC /SLEET 

w air k)hce : > * \ DFni AQQf^ftrn 

carrier air group jttb l^; : vl - ul - r >uoinjy^ 

MATERIAL DAMAGE pi my 195° 

Score of -damage inflicted against Korean-^ targets by Carrier Air 
Group FIVE during the period 16*30 July, 1950^ T^e VALLEY FORGE 
launched the Air Group planes from both 3ides of the -Korean peninsula 
in order to get them as close to the targets as possible* During the 
period 25-29' July* under the direction of TAG our planes were able to 
give valuable support to the ground forces in the critical southwest 
sector of Korea* 

PROBABLY 



TYPE 


DESTROYED 


DESTROYED 


DAMAGED 


Aircraft 




13 


8 


Locomotives 


27 


2 


5 


Train £24 cars oil or amino) 


1 






Railroad Cars 


3 




41 


Tank Cars 


6 




2 


Bail Yards 






2 


Railroad Carbarns 






1 


Railroad Bridges 


2 




9 


Railroad Tunnels 


** 




5 


Railroad Handcar 




1 




Wonsan Oil Refinery 


75-1 00*J 






Oil Storage Tanks (large) 


11 






Oil Storage Tanks (small) 


2 






Refinery (small) 






1 


Highway Bridge 




— 


A 


Factories 






5 


Chemical Plant 




to* 


1 


Cement Plant 






1 


Warehouses 




3 


k 


Power Stations (Transformer) 


3 


l 


8 


Hangars 






3 


Trucks 


77 


24 


65 


Jeeps 


5 


2 


' 3 


Reconaissance 


1 


1 


2 


Armored Cars or Jeeps 






3 


Buses 


1 


H 


2 


Weapons Carrier 






1 


Horse Carts 


8 




2 


litotorcycle and Sidecar 




1 




Tanks 


3 


2 


4 ' 


Towns or Villages 


1 


8 




Aircraft Installations 


** 




1 


jtono dump (small) 


** 


** 


1 


yi/G Nest 




1 




Field Artillery Piece 






1 
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TY PE 

Small freighters 
Gunboats " 
Barges 

Junks (large) 
Pishing Boats 
Sties 



UNITED ST£TE^ PACIFDB 
r \ AIH FOHCE 
CARRIER AIR GK^.FXfcS 



DESTROYED 
2 
2 




PROBABLY 
V0Sf£ROYEl) 



DAMAGED 
1 

3 ■ 

2 

"9 
k 



One road was blocked by landslide. The possibility that many of 
the trucks which did not burn were hit oti Successive strikes must be 
considered. 

An undetermined number of personnel were killed in attacks on 
villages, trucks and other installations. Other equipment was probably 
damaged in these strikes. 



H.-J?. LANHAM 
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B. Self 



2 F4H^!fB lost rahen forced dora due to enenjy M action* 

J- lost Ttfien it dragged a wing on a hillock* crashed and exploded 

over enemy territory during a strafing run* 

1 Class H C* damage from enemjy AA or own bomb blast* 

(Unrepairable aboard ship) 

2 F9F-3 operational losses. Partial^os^ of po^srer after take-off* 

' i - 

13 other aircraft received minor repairable damage from light and 
medium AA f ire* 



ENCLOSURE (4)(b) 



WCWSS/ff£| . 

PERSONNEL CASUALTIES \ 



X* lienor 



1. Ensign D. R« STEPHENS, Wi 513260/1310, Killed 22 July 195° 
in crash and' explosion of an <UQu4 Eai«pyone-ni f Korea* 

2^ Ensign- K. E fl THOMSON f TJSN, 49651I/I3IO. Missing, Forced down 
(F/jlMB) uninjured* from AA fire near front lines 15 dies IhS 
of Posong^ 22 July* Present whereabouts unicnown* 

A 



ENCLOaJHE (5) 





letter this report have already been" pl^ed ^qto practice ny 
this Air Groups 

r:^ ijto an! Maintenance Offic^ra were requested by despatch* No ALr 
IzV'V-li ;.^«3ncG .0^- 'ii?ars have je-c reported to the Groups 

HCTfo cr other appropriate reports have been submitted on all ar.rsraf S 
discrepancies noted within tliis report* , 
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UNITED* STAm^ PACIFIC FLF3T ORIGIkAL J 

AIR FORCE CVG^/A4-3,/Al6-3/-;cfc) ' ■ 

CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE Serial 06?-50 

- AUG 24 3955 
DECLASSIFIED 

From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

T~>t Commanding Officer* T7*S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

3ubj: Action Report for period 4-21 .August 195° 

Ref * (a) ComCarDiT-3 Conf ltr ser 0?0 dtd 4 August 195° 

1# Operations against North Korean invasion forces were conducted 
by Air (^oup FIVE on 5i 7, 9. 10, 12, 13, l6» 17 1 19* and 
?0 cf as directed by ComGkrDiv-3 in compliance v/:.th 

Com7thFlt Secret Operation Order #13-50 of 4 August 155 3 * 

2. The Air Group, under the corraand of Comnander H* P* LAKHAM, 
comenced this operation with the following number of aircraft 
r-nd pilots. available, 

a* FnF-3 Jets (tw squadrons) 28 aircraft* 4° Pilots 

>> a FiilJ«iB Fighter Bobbers (t*?o squadrons) 22 aircraft, 39 pilots 
c, A''"u4 dive bombers (one squadron) 15 aircraft, 21 pilots 

d* I 1J fU^5T^:iD^J night unit 5 aircraft, 6 p.Llota 

e* AH 5 T ;/ A3p unitj, 3 aircrift, 4 U^tE 

f. 1^7-5? photo unit, 2 aircraft, 3 pilots 

3* During this period our carrier (U3S VALLEY FORGS) operated in 

co-ipa.iy with the V53 PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) and Air Crcup l^SVEN* 
Blight operations against the North Korean invasion forces comprised 
controlled close suport work, armod reconnaissance patrols anc? sweeps, 
and interdiction-strike rrorl: on assigned targets by small and medirm 
Bi^o strike groups. 

Close support to the front line ground forces was furnished on f»ur 
da^3 (5, 6 t 9 and l6 of August). To assist the Air Force in target 
spotting and controlling! the Air Group supplied Target Air Controllers 
to Taegu Air Force 3ase for a three day period (5* 6 and 7 of August)* 
These controllers directed both Navy and jar For*e aircraft on the 
north-south bombline from Chinju to Kamchang, 

Arsaed Reconnaissance patrpls and interdiction strikes reached targets 
Gvsr practically the entire Korean peninsula. The majority of the 
patrols were on the west side ranging from Chinju in the south» 
northward past Kinsan* Taejon f Suwon, Seoul, 3ariwon t Haeju, and 
Pyongyang to as far north as Anju and Sonchon* Eastern areas covered 
centered near Chongjin in the north, around the HamVung-Wonaan area* 
and along the ^onju^Tanyaflg-Pbhrng line. 
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DECLASSIFIED 



4, The daily air plan best suited for this mixed type of conbat 

operations consisted of four 31 hour prop launches (12-24 aircraft) 
each followed 1 3/4 hours later by a 9° minute jet launch (8 aircraft)* 
Hhe PHILIPPINE SEA paralleled our schedule so that strike groups 
from the two carriers could be joined Yfren necessary. 

Routine CAP, ASP* and courier flights were divided between the two 
carriers. These non-offensive missions accounted for additional 
flight operations on 4 t 8, 11 and 18th of Aubust. 

The total hours and sorties for the fifteen days of flight operations 
in this period of 4-21 August werej 

Sorties over 

Ivcr ean Target s 

Jet Hours 381.1 Jet Sorties 21^0 Jei; 254 

Prop Hours 2543 »5 Prop Sorties 2^2 Prop jftO 

Total 2924*6 Total 982 Total 7&4 

k ORDNANCE 

1* 214,174 rounds of 2QLM anlmunition Were fired by all squadrons 
during the 11 days of action* With very few exceptions, each 
target sortie involved strafing* The wear from this high usage of 
the ?QMM guns» coupled with insufficient spare parts, is beginning 
to be noticed more frequent gun failures during flight- The 
new 7-1-50 BuOrd allowance list for an 18 plane squadron allows 
4 spare guns* Ebr continued action* of the type this Air Group 
has experienced in Korea, one spare gun for every four installed 
plus a proportionate increase of spare parts is deemed necessary* 

She 2CMM gun has proven to be a devastating attack weapon* Pilots 
of World Vfar TI experience are unanimous in their preference for 
tne 4 2CUM installation over the 6 *50 caliber installation. It 
is recommended that »50 cnliber gunned aircraft be sent forward 
only in dire emergency* 

2* The l&ark 9, Mod 2 and 3, rocket launchers are unsatisfactory ±n that 
they are not strong enough to withstand all arrested landings with 
a hung 5 fl HV r AR or 1001b bomb. Either the locking-latch-shear-pin 
shears allowing the projectile to drop to the d&ck p or the after 
part of the launcher starts pulling away from its base plate due 
to the high moment from the overhanging rocket tail. HJDM*s 
covering this are being submitted. 

A sturdy and reliable combination bomb-rocket pylon is sorely needed* 
It should be quickly adaptable to either choice of ordnance. 
SUrther it should be strong enough to withstand bringing stores 
back aboard and also have a manual as well as electrical,, |te>i3±tire 
release for jettisoning hung erdnance. 
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Ill, BATTLE DAMAGE 

1. Own Losses - 



DECLASSIFIED 



1 FifU-5P Forced down by enemy small arms AA* 

1 Fi|U«/jB Bitched at sea. Damaged by enemy M» 

1 F ! ;UWjB Crashed in enemy territory* Cause unknown. 

1 F9^*3 Hissing over enemty territory* Cause unknown* 

2, Forty other aircraft received minor baUle damage t mostly from 
light anti-aircraxt fire, Damage on ten of these necessitated 
changing a conqpo^nt such as a stabilizer.* aileron or ^ing* 

3* Enemy losses - 
TYPE 



PROBABLY 
DESTROYS D^T^oygD 



Aircraft 
Trains Cl5 araBO 
locomotives 
Box Cars 
Tank Cars 
Railroad Y a rds 



cars) 



5 
l 

48 
23 



24 
lbS 
i.l 
12 



Railroad Carbarns 




1 




Railroad Bridges 


1 


- 


3 


Railroad Tunnels 






- 


R-ji"i"^ry- (?mall) 


1 


- 


- 


Oil Storage Tanks (large) 


7 






C:.l Storage Tanks (small) 


4 






Ey<3ro---electric Plant 






1 


Dam 






1 


Factories 






15 


Cliemi^al Plant 






1 


^rehouses 


3h 




24 


Power Stations (Transformer) 2 


3 


46 


Radio Stations 






3 


Hangar 3 






l 


Barracks 


7 




3 


Buildings (unidentified) 


22 




4 


Anmo Dumps 


4 






Supply i>umps 






5 


Fuel Dumps 


2 




3 


Highway Bridges 


2 




12 


Trucks 


165 


38 


14.6 


Jeeps 


8 


1 


7 


Tanks 


14 


1 


11 


*Other Vehicles 


72 


6 


41 


Ginboats 


1 




2 


Fr^-igb tera (small) 


1 






♦♦Miscellaneous L^nall Craft 


10 


35 


4,5 


AA Gun Emplacement 


1 




3 


Field Artilleiy Pieces 






1 


Villages with military 






29 


installations 
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* Armored cars f reconnaissance cars, buses, autos, halftracks, tractors 
and* horse carts. 

** Barges, junks, sampans, fishing boats, power boats, motor launches, 
ferry boats and PC boats. 

IV. CASU ALTIES 

1, Own Personnel Losses - 

a. Captain J. V. BOOKER, USHC, 0206l7/73°2. Missing. Forced 
down (F/J.U-5P), uninjured, by small arras fire near Chorwon, 
7 August 195°« 

b. Ensign A. W. HANTON, USH, 49696/I3IO, Missing, FZ»U-i|B crashed 
and burned near Chcnui. Parachute nearby in tree, 10 August 
1950. 

c. Ensign J. H. NYHITIS, USN, 49^13/1310. Missing. Last seen 
in strafing attack (F9F..3) on train north of Knmchon, 

12 August 1950* 

V. (a) COtMEMTS 

1. It is desirable for CV Air Groups to be consolidated in wartime 
into three squadrons , (TO(Tet), VF(Prop), and VA(Prop) plus the 
necessary specialised detachments. Administrative work is reduced, 
the confusion regarding the same type aircraft in two different _ 
squadrons and two separate squadrons in one ready room is eliminated, 
and closer control can be maintained throughout the group.. 

2. Three replacement FiflMB's transferred 2 August 1950 from FASRon 119 
Detachment Navy 3923 were received with the following high engine 
time - 

Aircraft Hours on 

BoNc,^ Engine 

97499 470.6 hrs. 

62517 4Q4.4 hrs. 

62974 h5°»5 k rs ' 

Engine changes are now being made on two of these with the third 
to be changed within a month's time. Receiving such high-time 
engines on replacement aircraft places an undue work load on 
already overworked maintenance crews, 

3. There were several instances where target assignment, target 

information, and the proposed operating schedule would not reach 
the squadrons until shortly prior to take off time. Such short 
advance notice does not allow time for squadron CO 1 a to get 
together to plan their attack, designate a flight leader if its 
to be coordinated, and then properly brief their o\m pilots* 
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Efficiency ~nd full effectiveness of our aircraft are often lost as a 
res.ilt of such short notice, especially so vhen a nev target is 
involved* 

4* There 3till remains a sorely felt shortage of personnel in the Air 
Group, ?hree non-f lying AIO's are needed for the squadrons and a non- 
f:y:r,£ .^^inistrative Officer is required on the Air Group Commnder's 
sta^f,. With the rosn, the lack of ordnance, aviation machinist, and 
eljc^ronic r;rtes is still outstandings The former rate bein& the i.iost 
in demand. 

(b) H^L^I^I^ 

1. Increase the ordnance allowance list for 2CEM gun squadrons to 

allow one spare gun for every four installed and increase the accompanying 
spare p^rts proportionately* 

2. Use only 2QJJL1 guns in carrier aircraft. 

3» Design a sturdy, reliable, and easily converted combination bomb- 
rosket pylon for use on carrier aircraft. 

Consolidate the five squadrons of CV Jlir Group into three by 
c^Mning the je squadrons \vhich fly similar type aircraft* 

5- Aircraft with high -time engines should not be transferred to 

lo~,/vfd area squadrons as replacements. In Vo/ld War It no aircraft 
wa-; ^evt forward ; ; ;ith greater than J ^0 hours engine til mo, ^his is 
stil. -1 cn excellent rule* 

6* Souadrons should receive operation plans with target assignments 
£-v:.d information early enough before launching to conduct adequate 
planning and briefing. 

7* Increase squadron and Mr Group comnlement to include - 

a. A non-flying Air Group administrative officer* 
b* Three non-flying Air Intelligence Officers 
c* liu'e cnli3ted men iii rates of ordnance, aviation machinist, 
and electronics* 



H. P* L/.NHAM 
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From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

Subj: Action Report for period 25 August - 6 September 1950 

Hef; (a) CNO rest, ltr Op 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 August 1950 

1. The following artion report of Carrier Air Group FIVE for the period 25 
August *- 6 September 1950 required by reference (a) is forwarded for inclusion 
in the report of VALLEY FORGE* 




AIR FORCE 
CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 



I. NARRATIVE 



1, Operations against North Korean invasion forces were conducted by 
Carrier Air Group FIVE on 26, 27, 29, 30 of August, and on 1, 2, 3 
and U of September as directed by OTC, Commander Carrier Division 
OEE, in compliance with Commander Seventh Fleet Secret Operation 
Order #14-50. 



2. The Air Groups under the command of Commander H. P. L&MHAM, USN, 
commenced this operation with the following number cf aircraft and 
pilots available. 

a. F9F-3 Jets (two squadrons) 28 aircraft, 39 pilots 



b, F4U-4B Fighter-Bombers (two squadrons) 2^ 

c. Dive Bombers (one squadron) 13 

d. F4H-5H and AD-3N Night unit 4 

e, AD-3W ASP unit 3 
f • F^U-5P Photo unit 1 



38 

23 
6 

4 

2 



3- During this period Carrier Air Group FIVE operated from the U.S.S, 
VALLEY FORGE in company with the U,S,T. PHILIPPINE SEA and Carrier 
Air Group ELEVEN. Flight operations against the North Korean in- 
vasion forces comprised controlled close support work, armed recon- 
naissance patrols and sweeps, and interdiction- strike work on 
assigned targets by small and medium size strike groups. 

This Air Group furnished close support to the front line ground 
forces on 26 August and 1 ? 2 and 3 September. Bad weather prevented 
similarly scheduled action oh 5 September. 

Routine CAP, ASF, or utility flights also conducted along vrith these 
offensive operations included the additional dates of 28 and 31 
August and 5 and 6 September. 
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The total hours and sorties for this period, 25 August through 6 
September, were: 



Sorties over 
Korea n targets 



Jet Heir's 
Prop Hours 

Total 




Jet Sorties 
prop Sorties 

Total 



107 
711 



Jet 
Prop 

Total 



96 

399 

U95 



II. BATTLE DAiCfi-GE 

1, Own Losses: 

1 F4U-4B ditched at sea after being hit by AA. 

15 other aircraft received battle damage from enemy AA or own bomb 
blast. Two of these required transfer for repairs* Five others 
were repairable aboard ship by changing a component part such as a 
wing, fuel cell, aileron, or stabilizer. Damage on the remaining 
eight was minor. 

2. Enemy Losses: 



Destroyed 



Probably 
D estroyed 



Damaged 



Aircraft 



(one airborne) 



Locomotives 

RR Cars 

RR Tank Cars 

RR E ridges 

Highway Bridges 

Trucks 

Tanks 

Other Vehicles 
Warehouses 
Factories 
Other Buildings 
Supply Dumps 
Fuel Dunps 
Ammo Duaps 
Freighters 
Tankers 
Corvettes 



24 

5A 
8 

5 
2 

116 
5 
U 
33 

2 

2 
6 



1* 









2 
10 



7 

7 
5 











17 
95 
10 
11 

A 
70 
1 
5 
11 
2 
21 
A 
8 

1 
1 
7 
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AIR FORCE 
CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 



Probably 





Destroyed 


Destroyed 


D,amage$ 


OthG- V-;j33l3 


6 


10 


2.6 


Gun ^placements 


13 


2 


3 


W^bcr Tovrer 


<j 







Canal Locks 








1 

J- 


Villages (containing military 


15 





3 


targets) 








Shipbuilding Crane 


1 








Oil Tanks 


5 









* Other vehicles includes jeeps, half -trucks, buses, carts, and autos, 

** Other vessels includes ICT's, barges, power boats f schooners, and 
junks » 

III. CASUALTIES 

1, Own - None 

2* Enemy - Unknown ■ 

IV, CO MKEHTS AND RECOBHEHD&TIOHS 
None 

H. P, LANHAM 
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AIR FORCE CVG5/Al6-3/A9-9/(cfc) 
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4 October 1950 



From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

Subj: Action Report for period 6 September through 21 September 1950 
Ref : (a) CNO rest, ltr Op 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 August 1950 

1, The following action report of Carrier Air Group FIVE from 6 September 
through 21 September 1950 required by reference (a) is forwarded for 
inclusion in the report of VALLEY FORGE. 

I. NARRATIVE 

1 During this period Carrier Air Group FIVE (U.S.S. VALLEY FORGEfr 
' participated in the United Nations invasion of the Inchon-Seoul 
area. This operation was in compliance with: 

a. CJTF SEVEN and Com7thFlt Op Plan 9-50 dtd 3 Sept 1950 
b 9 ConFhihGrp ONE Op Order U-50 dtd 2 Sept 1950 
c, C'T^arDiv ONE Op Order 1-50 dtd 10 Sept 1950 

2 The A:U- fr-^w cocnenced this operation with the following number 

of aire -.'art cvl p.Uots available. 

F.7-'i T vl3 'v.^ .-.orodrons) 28 aircraft, 36 Pilots 

?£,r~i]: 7\ Porters (two squadrons) 27 w 33 11 

■ro.-,'. 'rv= vr ="-5^r-'tor ; ; ('cue squadron) 12 11 23 1 



..V.It"-'"^ ?l. Unit 



.1 l T ight Unit 

3 « U tt 



6 ■ 6 " 

.i 2 " 



i , r , rn.-iv;-. aerations for Air Group FIVE, coordinated with 
J-ii (U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA) and CVG-2 (U.S.S. BOXER J , 



on 12, 13, M, 15 (D-DAY), 16, 18, 19, and 

September. Additional operations were conducted on 11 and 
17 September for routine defensive and utility flights. 

Daring this phase the jet aircraft were utilized for daily sweeps 
over the enemy airfields and for combat air patrol. All operations 
were conducted from a launching point in the Yellow Sea convenient 
to the Inchon-Seoul area. In general all propeller offensxve 
flights were concentrated in the objeetive area (Wolmido Island, 
Inchon, and Seoul) or on the surrounding road nets leading to 
the area. Missions were comprised of Tarcap, Naval Gun Fire 
Spotters, Close Support, Deep Support, Call Strikes, Night 
Heckler, Night Intruder, and Night Tarcap. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FORCE 
CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 



Far reaching interdiction flights were conducted at the opening 
of the phaso arid again at the end of the period* Routine 
defensive, operational, and utility flights were conducted as 

necessary* 

The total hours and sorties for this period, 6 September through 
21 Septonber, uoro: Sorties over Korea 

Jet Hours 472.4 Jet Sorti.es 288 Jet 112 

Prop Hours 1717.5 Prop Sorties 5}& Prop 424 
Total 21Ei9,9 Total 826 Total 546 

II, EiiTTLE DAMAGE 
l t Own Losses: 

1 F9F-3 ditched at sea. Gradual loss of poorer presumbly 
due to an AA hit» 

1 F^IMN difcoaed at rea* 'V 3 rational loss* 

1 F/j;M;t3 oiGc:;j? at re:., Oy^rtional loss* 

2 AD-/, damaged ly AA a Trance rred for overhaul, 

I' 7 o : ?;v air. ^.f" inneivert ,,iacv hattle danage and v;ere 

repa_;w : ? </j--.Vbnc carrier „ 

■" . !■ >v 

Probahiy 

De^-i-rcved Destroyed Damaged 



19 8 

17 * 47 

6^ 

.■^■:.j.iv'-ia _ j. r^*idg»3s 1 • 5 

r - . S^-r-ge Tanks 1 2 

i' 1 -rectories ^ * ^ 

Warehouses 11 ^ ^ 

Barracks 2 t 7 
Buildings (unidentified 

"because of camouflage) 15 0'.. 3 

Anno Dunps 3 • ^ 

Supply Dunps 4 1 2 

Fuel Dunps 4 

Highmy Bridges * • 5 

Trucks 171 6 84 

Jeeps 10 2 

Tanks 10 1 3 
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AIR FORCE 
CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 



Probably 

D estroyed Destroyed Damaged 



* Other Vehicles 40 1 

Go^ ^rvu^-oenents 30 
Si.iaU rivr.lt 3 



• 1 2 lo 



Militai/ :!istallation- 1 

* Buses, uv.oy. tractois, halftracks, and carts, 
m., CASUALTIES 

2*, £Sny ^Undetermined number of troops killed or winded, 

H. P- r x:3»M 
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UNITED '"STATES' PACIFIC FIEET CV^A9 ; 9Al6-3/( jds) . 

AIR FORCE \ , Serial 077-50 . 

CARRIER AUl GROUP FIVE 1 . . 

/21 ^ov^nbor 1950 



From* Conmander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Cording Officer, U.3.&. VAL1SY FORGE (Cv-45) 

Subj: Action Report for period II October - 31 October 1950 . 
Ref* (a) CNO rest Itr Op 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 Aug 1950 

4. „^ s^- fi-r-ju^ FIVE for the period from 

o&£WoST ^T^U^toi (.,, U forced for In- 

elusion in the report cf VALLEf Fu;t&% 



j, Lttssion and Composition of Ovn Forces 
1. 



2. 



During this period Carrier Air Group FIVE (USS VALIZY F0RS3 ) oper- 
Sffn the Ka of Japan against North Korean targets, our primary 
mission toliu! to assist as necessary in the amphibious lancu^ a 
Wonsan. This operation was in compliance with. 

(a) Com7thFlt Op Plan 10-50 

(b) Com7thFlt Op Order 14-50 

(c) ComCarDivONS Op Order 3*50 

The Air Group conunenccd this phase with the following availability 
of pilots and aircraft: Aircraft Pilots 

\ 9fi 37 

(a) F9F-3 Jets (two squadrons) *° ' 

(b) F4U-4B Fighter-Bombers (two squaarons). 23 g 

(c) ADW. Dive-Bombers (one squadron) J-- . 

(d) P4H-5N and AD-3K Night Unit 4 ? 
(ej AD-3W ASW- Unit ■ . 1 2 
(f) F4U-5P Photo Unit 

II, Order of Events . ' 

17, 19, 20° 23, 26, 29 of Ootobor for routine dofonsivo m d utility 

operations* 

o Tiwrw tMs nor-iod only minor assistance was required of tho carriers 
' in^he SnLn aoSni.trat5.ve amphibious lancing. Preliminary soft- 
inw at??cks *cre Made on islands controlling the approach to 
HoSL Sbor plus a few dose support hops for the ROK troops i» 
the vicinity. 
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to lieu of supports the 

Tho total hours and- sorties for thia period of flight operation 
wore: ' * 

Sorties over 
Ko rean ta rge t s 



Jet hours 
Prop hourH 

Total 



290.,. 8 

1 ^ J *- v ' 



Total 761 



Jet 71 
Prop 350_ 

Total 421 



HI. Ordnance Equr.p&cnt 
1* 



■ Senate this shortage of heavy bomb stowage rac*s, 

2 The Mark 66 napala container is inadequate in si*). The Mark 12 tank, 
* Sth its largcrWcity, is much more effective. 

L j nn +hp 5" HVARs considerably reduced the 

partiug duvi^ hign speed bombing dives. 



3. 



The va>? 
the 



jvioonntarcd nccess 



itatcd the universal use of 

selection 



va-xo^ -^-p the HViiH ali^-g a selection 

to ^to^^ acSnSion or deeper penetration a, offered 
by tho standard baso-fuso* 

Th, w cortinued to give about 85* availability. This rate was 

Ssi=° fo? the ?9^3 anrl- loner for the older and more heavily u,ed . 



(a) 
(b) 
(c) 



(d) 



Co-:.vr 10 



utlnp dctx-jtfMntal factors r;ere: 



S ^r,r. life 01 the 2Cr*sM flying pin and driving spring, 
^turofSe^/Snsioning coils to irately cut out 
tntbe.sW motor operation when '.stoppages occurred tne F9F 
ou?boavo An onload in the feed chutes resulted, 

Fr-qu-rh "iHw'tz™ the Jfcixk.7 bfelting linss. 
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IV, Battle Damage 
1, Own - 

1 AD-4 Ditched after being hit in the oil system by 50 cal. bullets* 
3 ADs Minor repairable M damage* 
1 F4U Minor repairable AA damage. 



2* Enemy - 

Type 

Locomotives 
Railroad Gars 
Railroad Bridges 
Oil Storage Tanks 
Warehouses 



V, 



Probably 
Destroyed < Destroyed Damaged 



8 
21 
1 
1 
1 



' Buildings (unidentified due to camouflage) - 

Ammo Dumps 1 

Fuel Dumps 2 

Trucks 180 



Jeeps 
Tanks 
# Other Vehicles 
Gunboats 
Corvettes 
** Miscellaneous Small Graft 
Gun Emplacements 

Villages (containing military targets) 



1 

3 
40 

1 

1 
19 

U 



10 



5 
75 
4 

8 
1 

1 
48 



56 
9 

38 



Many attacks were made on hidden eneniy troops as directed by Tactical 
Air Control personnel when the Air Group had planes on close support 
missions. 

* Reconnaissance cars, buses* halftracks, autos, /tractors, and, carts* 

Junks, fishing boats, motor launches, schooners, and power boats. 
Personnel 
1* Casualties 

a* A plane captain was critically injured by a propeller as he 
attempted to remove the rudder batten frm his AD, 

b* THSfe were no fatalities. 
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rf ormance and Training : f 

There have been two cases where replacement pilots, direct from the 
training command ur 1 leekl;:^ fle^t experience were unable to quickly 
adjust themselves a/ic* s'^er- ir i;u -the o-jmbat' organization of ,the 
squadron* It is recommenced th:;t* before being sent into the 
combat area* replacement pilots phould have bad training in a fleet 
squadrpn and ha-e oven recently carj ler qualified,, -Bounce drill 11 
and roqunlif ications were an impossibility in' the forward area<, 

A course in pneisy- camouflaging ■ end- -how to detect it should be given 
pilots . going to the Korean area* There are known instances of artned 
reconnaissance aircraft from newly arrived carriers passing over 
several campuflaged vehicles: which were spotted and destroyed less 
than an hour later by our more seasoned pilots* 

Pro-combat training in strafing and bombing under varying conditions 
should not be neglected*. Lot* level and shallow attacks "should bo 
included? Targets located in varying terrain and altitude should bo 
utilized with the aircraft flying in a fully loaded condition of 
bombs, rockets and fuel* 

Although the operating schedule for this period was somewhat lighter 
than previously there were still occasions where working around the 
clock ™.s necessary to keep up the availability of the aging air- 
craft This ' &i bL".5.ta.cii was alleviated somewhat as squadron men, 
originally loaned to the ship to augment flight dock crews, were re* 
turned v;hon drafts of new mon wore received by the ship* 

Pilot complement for WesPac deployment should be increased to 1*5 
per aircraft. In the under coiaplomentod Corsair squadrons there 
werevcases of pilots .flying up to 85 combat hours in a month* 

The two-plane section reconnaissance sweep conducted by the jots 
during this period did much to i.nercnsQ the individual pilots pro- 
ficiency in navigation, communications, leadership, objective obscr*- 
vation and reporting* 

It is recommended that the personnel of tho night flying detachment 
bo given a separate berthing space rather than being spread out in 
the spaces of several day operating squadrons^ Similarly, the 
officers should room together. 
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1. A 20HM ammunition loading of only HE I was found to be most successful 
by the night flying detachment* Pilots were not blinded during firing* 
Sight corrections could be made froirt the bullet explosions at the target* 

2, Some i-ieans of illumination is needed for the RAPCAP aircraft in order 
to identify a surface target* Since the AE-3H is not provided with any 
lights it would be of more value on CAP or as a Night Intruder than as 
RAPCAP* 

3, Night Intruder pilots felt their- m3 salens would-be more successful if 
they could arrive at the target area with .30 minutes of daylight re- 
maining on the evening hops or remain over the target for 30 minutes 
after daylight on the davm flights. 

4. t Jets were employed for fast road reconnaissance and airfield sweeps in 

order to hold doun enemy aircraft activity and spot any large troop or 
convoy movements. However, the rugged mountainous terrain precluded 
detailed searching by the F9F* This type work was handled by the prop 
aircraft* 

5 # Air Group FIVE maintained the only carrier- flora photo plane (F4-U-*5K 
of MAG-12 Detachment) equipped with an operating Sonne camera* Exten- 
sive use 7/as made of this aircraft for obtaining "Stereo" pictures of 
future amphibious-landing beaches. 



C. H* GATES, 
By direction 



i 
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CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 

FLEET POST OFFICE CVG5/Al6-3/Ods) 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF* Serial 073-50 

30 October 1950 

CONFIDENTIAL 

From: Commander Carrier Air Group FVIE 
lb: Commander Task Force SEVEWTI~3EVEN 
Via: (1) Commanding Offi«r f U.S.3. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
(2) Commander Carrier Division THREE 

Subj: Close Air Support in Korean Theater 

Encl: (1) Statement of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-ONE 

(2Y Statement of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY- TWO 

C3) Statement of Commsnding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-THREE 

U) iJtetfl^nt cf Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-FOUR 

(5) Statement of Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTY-FIVE 



1* In compliance ^ith the verbal request of Commander Task Force 77 the 
folloning comments and recommendations concerning Close Air Support in the 
Korean campaign iv submitted* These comments are b*sed upon personal obser- 
vetior, discussion with pilots, liaison officer, and the statements of the 
squadron commanders of the Air Group, 

2* (s) Air Support in the^usan Beach-head 

Close Air Support in the southeast sector of Korea wes provided by 
Air Group FIVE on the following dates: 26, 2P, and 29 July. 5 f 6 ? 9, 16 and 
26 August^ and 1, 2 and 3 September, 

Most of the occasions on which actual Close Air Support was per- 
formed wes under a high degree of urgency, ^hich demanded a maximum effort 
of all forces available to prevent complete loss of our beach-head in Korea. 
Unfortunately, Naval sir close support was not employed to a very high degree 
of effectiveness for the following reasons: 

(1) Communications were chiefly responsible for lack of effective- 
ness. All aircraft were reqi^ired to report in to the Joint Operations 
Center which was located first at Taegu> then moved to Pusan and 
lster returned to Taegu. The radio equipment provided the JOC was 
always so restricted in range that Naval Aircraft invariably had to 
fly within a mile or two of the station to achieve sstisfgetory 
reception. This caused flights to go considerably out of their wsy 
and lose time on station. After reporting in to JOC the flight 
would be assigned a sector of the front and a controller to report 
to. On all too many occasions the controller to which the flight 
was ordered to report would be just returning to base, engaged in 
handling F60 f s or F51's or be on some other VHF channel conferring 
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with a ground control party. In addition to these difficulties, 
the Air Force employed U channel VHF equipment which might have pro- 
vided a suitable number of frequencies for normal Air Force use but, 
when both Air Force and Navy responded to a plea for maximum sir 
effort, the available channels became so crowded that communications 
often broke down entirely. 

(2) Gr id C harts » Adding to tbo overall difficulty was the lack of 
common grid charts between Army, Air Force and Navy, The charts in 
use by the carrier pilots at this time were the W^rld Aeronautical 
Char-t series. This required explanation by the Navy pilots, shift 
by -the controller to Latitude - Longitude coordinates* and a con-* 
seqvent lnas of "uime and an added burden to already strained com- 
munition channels* Multiple place -names, ell difficult to pro- 
nounce, contributed to this problem, 

(3) Liai son - Or two occasions a system employing direct liaison 
between th.= Carrrer Task Force ?nd JOG, together with air T controllers 
furnished irom t\e carriers, was instituted. These measures aided 
greatly in improving effectiveness of Naval rir close support. On 
both these occasions, however, the system was discontinued after a 
short period when the rround forces emergency had apparently subsided, 
"fhen in effect, the work of the liaison officers 2nd the Navy con- 
trollers was hampered by the slow rnd undependable communications 
between JOC and the Carrier Task Fnrce and the non-availability of 
115/145 Octane gasoline at Taegu and Pusan* 

Air Support in the Inchon Invasion * 

During the Amphibious Operation at Inchon close air support was 
furnished during the period 12 September 1950 to 30 September 1950, During 
this period Naval close air support wrs considered v^ry effective. There 
were good reasons for this effectiveness* The Air Group was now working with 
the seme Tactical Air Control Squadron with which it had trained before de- 
ploying forward. The same systems of reporting in, crbitting, marking targets 
and designation of targets with which the pilots -rere familiar were employed. 
Radio channels were *s signed so that although a tremendous volume of traffic 
was handled, no individual frequency was over-burdened, Good grid charts were 
provided and were available in both single chart form or in the form of book* 
lets of small charts* In addition, rapid reliable communications between the 
carrier and the Tactical Air Direction Center was available. 
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(c) Dis cussion * It now seems apparent th?t all carriers deployed over* 
seas should be prepared to perform close air support, st least during the 
early stnpes of hostilities. No other operation in which the Navy engages 
requires such a high degree of coordination of effort and teamwork as properly 
performed air support. To depend upon another service to provide the Tactical 
Air Controller and Ground Controller to direct N?val Aircraft is comparable 
to sending a football team into an important ^ame with a borrowed backfield* 
No degree of standardization is going to achieve the degree of integration 
desirable and obtainable by controlling Naval aircraft with Naval personnel. 

Although many phases of the Naval airground support furnished in the 
Fusen beech- bead period of the Korean campaign shoved need for improvement, it 
should not be construed that the overall result was ineffective. On the con- 
trary* there were many indications of the tremendous assistance furnished by 
Navs'i aircraft to the ground forces, Time and a^ain the enthusiasm for results 
achieved wns expressed by the Tactical Air Controllers and Ground Controllers, 
The heavy ordnanos loads carried by the Corsairs and Skyraiders was always wel- 
comed heartily* As one Air Controller put it, reporting to his ground counter^ 
part n.n the front) lines* n I t m coming over ^ith a bunch of Navy planes and, 
Brother, they're really loaded." On another occasion the Navy liaison pilots 
at Taegu heard everywhere the glowing praise of the Navy pilot who had idped 
out a complete company of enemy troops by tossing a Napalm bomb into the mouth 
of the tunnel in ■ihich they had sought refuge. Navy liaison officers at Taegu 
in August heard the results of PCT* interrogation at the J«0,C* To the 
question "What ILSL weapon do you fear the most?", the POW's were unanimous in 
answering, ,f the blue airplanes"* 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



1, That Tactical Air Control Squadrons be required to furnish readily deploy- 
able "splinter units" equipped with mobile communication equipment snd be 
prepared to control carrier aircraft in close support wherever and when* 
ever required* 

2. Thst m^re joint exercises in which Naval aircraft support ground forces 
be scheduled for peacetime training* 

3# That a standard grid system be used in all branches of the service, 

4* That all pilots be afforded an opportunity to spend 2-4 weeks -ith an 
Army Division on a field problem to obtain a familiarity with the equip-* 
ment and methods employed by Army ground forces, 

H* P. LANHAM 
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United Ststes Pacific Fleet 
Air Force 



FIGHTER SQUADRON FIFTY-OKE 



c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 



FvF~5l/A16-3sec 
Serial; 366-50 
26 October 1950 



From: Commanding Officer 

Tos Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

Sub;}* Close air support; information concerning 

Ref ; (a) CAG-5 memo dtd 21 Oct 1950 

1* In accordance with reference (a), the following information con^ 
cerning the effe^tiveneif*, or lack of effectiveness of close air 
support as accomplished in the Korean Theatre, is hereby submitted 
as requested, 

2* Although flights wore scheduled with the primary mission of pro-* . 
viding close air support to the ground forces in the Fusen beach-head, 
only one division w^s subsequently utilised. In all other cases, 
flights scheduled for &ir support w^re directed to secondary missions 
of interdiction or armed reconnaissance. The division which furnished 
close support was of the opinion that there were insufficient air co* 
ordinators to efficiently utilise aircrrft available, and further, that 
insufficient VHF radio channels were provided. No close air support 
missions were scheduled rfr flown in the Inchon beech-head, \ 



A,D, .POLLOCK 
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United States Pacific Fleet 

Air Force 
FIGHTER SQU^RON FIFTY WO 



22 October 1950 



MEMORANDUM 

Froms Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY TOO 
To* Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

Subj ? Note on Air Support 

1* Fighter Squadron FIFTY TiYO had no assigned close air support missions 
subsequent to tho Inchon landings and as a result can not qualify any 
comments comparing tho close air support effectiveness after Inchon to 
tha> rendered in the Taogu beach head* 

2- The four close air rapport mis&ions flown by this squadron indicated 
a la~k of &iifficvUsnt control units and a faulty communication set-up. 
Closar liaison is o old permit assigning strike groups directly to control 
unir^.^ 



W.E, LAJtfB 
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MEMORANDUM 

From: Commanding Officer ? Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE 
To* Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

Subj s Close Air Support; comments concerning 

1* The following comments and discussion of Close Air Support 
as experienced b;- Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE during the Pusan 
and luchon beachheads aye subletted herein* 

e« Factors favorably affecting opertxions at Pusans 

(1) The most important attribute was the constant surveil- 
lance of ground \crgets by controllers which guaranteed complete 
cover age of the target c^ea* The presence of controllers so 
familiar with the area aided tremendously in identification of 
targets and the front lines* 

(2) The use of smoke rockets employed et a later date by 
our own Valley Forge IkC's speeded up identification of targets* 
During later flights over the Pusan beachhead target assignment 
was more eceurately identified by the use of various colored 
smoke rockets fired by the ground artillery which positively 
outlined the area of support* 

(3) Coordinated attacks by use of ground controllers in 
the target area end in direct communication with the aircraft 
definitely increased the overall effectiveness* It is suggested 
that this technique be employed for effective close support 
missions* 

b* Factors unfavorably affecting operations at Pusan: 

(l) The most predominate factor that greatly reduced 
operations was lack of available VHP channels employed to control 
flights in the objective area* The four (4) VHF channels were 
constantly overcrowded by the number of support aircraft and 
controllers operating in the area* ■ 
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(2) The lack of coordination in the scheduling of flights 
over the target prea resulted in confusion and in many instances 
long delays* It was necessary at times to assign a secondary 
target on which to jettison bomb load, due to limited time avail- 
able over the target* 

(3) Flights experienced poor to unsatisfactory commmi ca- 
tions with "Mellow Control Center," It was necessary to proceed 
to uithin ten 0.0) miles in order to "check in" or "out 11 due to 
the limited reception of J0C r s radio equipment. 

(4) A standard grid system would have aided in the location 
of targets t It v:es apparent that both services were using nothing 
more than stfndaid aeronautical chart (scale 1 - l ? 000 t 000)* 

2, The follow!;^ comments apply to the Inchon landings! 

a* Factors favorable in effecting operations! 

(1) The reporting in and out system employed was very 
effective and greatly minimized congestion and delay in report 
to assigned areata* 

(2) The method used in assigning targets and close support 
missions were well coordinated and accurately disseminated to the 
incoming flights, 

(3) Target assignments were consistent with loadings ellow- 
ing for maximum effectiveness* This factor was particularly 
noticeable and encouraged the pilots to exert maximum effici- 

on each mission* 

(4) The grid system employed during this operation was 
very effective and resulted in pin point identification of 
targets* 

b* Unfavorable comments! 

(1) The grid system used during Inchon support wes ex- 
cellent, however, it is recommended thft the grid maps be printed 
on smaller sheets to be used in the cockpit* The large sheets 
were bulky and often very unhandy* 
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(2) Close air support missions and gun fire support often 
were integrated during the same period causing unnecessary 
risks and danger* There were two (2) instances in which gunfire 
support wab conducted daring and on the seme tergetj thus caus- 
ing decrersed efflcierjoy of the support aircraft due to emphasis 
on look out precautions. 

(3) In compering the operations conducted at both the 
Inchon end Fusmi areas ? it ws very noticeable that there was a 
definite .1.3;?k of over all control and scheduling during the 
Pusan operation* 

c. Recommendations 

(1) That a standard grid system be employed for both Air 
For~e and ftavy support work. 

(2) That greater emphasis be placed in giving pilots the 
latest accurate information end briefing on the position of the 
current bombline* 

(3) That more training be given to new pilots in close 
sir support tactics and target identification* 

(4) That more VHF channels be used for close air support 
missions* 

(5) That Control Centers be given more adequate commun- 
ications equipment. 



t;«r* FITTI&W 
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MEMORANDUM 

From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR 
To: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

Subji Close Air Support 

Hef : (a) CCTC-5 Kemo of 21 October 1950 

1, In compliance with r3ference (a), comments on the Close Air Support 
in the Pusan and T:._chon tireas are submitted herewith. Operational pro- 
cedures are discussed on a comparitive basis. 

A f Planning 

1. All close support missions in the Pusan area were primarily 
"call strike" missions, whereas the Inchon area flights were 
scheduled in accordance with a promulgated operation order. 

E. Charts • 

1. No close support charts of the Pusan defense perimeter were 
made available to pilots in this squadron. For this reason no 
targets could be pin pointed by use of target coordinates alone. 
Only a general area, such as a village, could be designated by 
name or by latitude and longitude. In all cases of a pin point 
target the flight had to be shorn the target by a T.A.C. 

At Inchon, close support charts were available which enabled 
flights to strike pin point targets outside the bomb line with- 
out the services of a T.A.C. 

C. Target Information. 

1. At Pusan there were generally no predetermined targets to attack 
in the event contact vas not made with T.A.D.C. or a T,A,C. 
However, at Inchon, pilots were thoroughly briefed on 
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road sweeps which v. 1 ere used as alternate targets for flights 
th^t were not assigned a close support mission, 

D. Bomb Line. 

1, Daily and accurate bomb line information in the Pusan area 
was generally available to pilots prior to launch. Bomb line 
information in the Inchon area was usually vague because of the 
rapid progress made by friendly forces, 

E* R.I.O, Procedures. 

1. At Pusan flights frequently could not report to the T.A.C.C, 
without proceeding directly over its geographic location. As 
a i^esulb* flig.it leaders, because of limited time on station, 
h=d to by pass the T\A,C*C* and report to any available T.A*C. 
for target assignment* This prevented the T.A.C.C. from having 
coiapleto positive control of ^11 aircraft in the area, 

2. Terrain features and use of emergency equipment by the T.A,C*C, 
is considered be the main cause of the R,I*0. failures at 



3. At Inchon R,I.O. control was rigidly controlled <md communlca- 
tions were very g^od* However, when the T.A,C,C« was establish^ 
ed ashore, both the T,A,C*C* and the T.A.D.C- required R.I.C, 
on the same channel, resulting in confusion and increased traffic 
on an already overloaded channel* 

F # Target Designation and Controllers* 

1. Controllers at Pusan were Air Force air and ground controllers* 
Pin pointing of targets was difficult due to l?ck of charts com- 
mon to Air Force and Navy* Air Force controllers usually had 
too many flights to control with the result that it took entirely 
to much time to brief one flight a target's location. Often, 
flights of propeller aircraft would h^ve to stand by while jet 
aircraft were briefed on the target and completed their attack* 

2* At Inchon Marine controllers could easily pin point targets by 
use n f griddod charts and pilots experienced no difficulty in 
locating assi^ied targets. Flights reporting cn strticn were 
without undue delay when close support targets were not avail- 
able • 

G, Armament- 



Pusan* 
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1* Specified armament loads, designated by code name to facilitate 
reporting and target assignments Tere used at Inchon^ but net 
at Pusan* It is considered that the NAPAB/-. bombs, MK66, used 
rere inaccura e and generally ineffective* ITie considered 
optimum Corsair loading for general purpose targets is the 1000 
lb. GP bomb ^ith VT nose fusing and inst. or *025 second delay 
tail fuyingj together with a ™ing load of four (4) 100 lb, GP 
bombs inst, fused or four (k) HV/>R f s. 



2. In summation- j it is considered that the follo^in^ items viere weak 
points in the Inchon and Pus^n operations, and improvement is desired: 

(a) VHF Kadio Equipment* 

1. Adequate channels common to both Air Force and Navy, 

2- Ground radio equipment should have added range and reliability* 

(b) Grid Charbrf. 

1* Grid charts common to all services and available for all 
operations. 

(c) R,I*0, Procedures, 

1. Standardized R/T vocabulary and procedure for both Air Force 
and Navy, 

2* Either T.A.D-C* or T*A,C,C, control, i«ith no overlapping of 
functions or control. 

(d) Armament, 

1, Continued study on optimum leadings, particularly proper fus- 
ing. 



D. K. ENGLISH 
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From: Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTY FIVE 
To: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

Subj: Cloee A:r Support in the Pusan and Inchon Beachheads; comments 
concerning 

Ref : (a) CCVG-5 memo of 21 Oct 1950 

1# In compliance with reference (a) the following are this squadron's 
comments concerning the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness of close 
air support in subject areas: 

a. Fusan area: 

(1) Liaison: Scorned to be lacking on the higher levels > In most 
instances it was not knorn where frrnt lines were. This information came 
in very slowly and was uncertain. 

(2) Coordination and scheduling was lacking in most instances. It 
w^s seldom kn^wn whether a flight was to be close air support or armed 
reconnaissance fr^m one day to the next. There seemed to be no scheduling 
of Navy flights over anv one particular irea or target. There was no 
central orbit points to hold flights away from the target are?, until called 
for, thus an area would have many aircraft for a while and then when the 
flights had to return to base the TAC would be completely without* Fre- 
quently Navy flights would be held orbiting a target while Air Force F-51 f s 
were called in from other areas. 

(3) JOC and TADC: In most instances the reception of instructions 
from the JOC and TADC was extremely weak necessitating flying directly over 
the station to obtain desired reception, The number of radio channels 
available t^ the JOC and TADC was limited to four, consequently they were 
always crowded and in may instances reception was completely blanked out* 

(A) Flights: The actual number of flights launched flew close 
air support because there were no secondary targets assigned by the ship 
and the TADC did n^t h^ve any secondary targets to assign* Consequently 
the flight, after contacting - either the T.DC or TAC, was on target only 
a relatively short time. This seems to be an ideal situation, however the 
scheduling ^f these flights w^s such that many support flights left the 
target area *t the same time* The loading for these flights was unusually 
light when compared with the n^rm^l loading usually carried. This was due 
primarily to the long distance between the target area and the carrier 
force, normally between 150 and 200 miles. 
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(5) Charts: Hie charts used by the N*vy in this phase cf close 
air support were the normal air navigation charts while the Air Force was 
using a gridded chart that we did not have. It was necessary to cause 
the T'iDC or TAG to repeat messages of location using latitudes and longi- 
tudes in order to locate the geogranhic sector where the support was need- 
ed. 

(6) targets selected: In many instances the targets selected were 
never actually sighted by the flight leader. It was necessary for the 
flight to expend external ordnance loads on areas and towns on the order 
r --f the TAG whether or not he fed actually seen military targets, 

(?) Front lines: In many instances the exact knowledge of where 
the front lines were was n^t known, Itiere appeared to be little use made 
of marker panels, a necessity if pilots are net to attack friendly troops, 

b, Inchon area: 

(1) Liaiso;o. ; The close air support rendered at Inchon was well 
planned in advance s~ t ; at it was known by all concerned exactly how it 
was to be done. 

(2) Coordination and scheduling: Coordination was handled through 
operations plans and various operations orders, consequently even the pilots 
knew what to expect from TADC, By Air Operations Orders, squadrons were 
aware of both primary and secondary missions which were planned well in 
advance. In scheduling flights , the flight leaders were briefed on second- 
ary targets as well as for close air support. In all instances missions 
were carried cut with a minimum delay* 

(3) JOe and T "DC : In every instance instructions were received 
from the T/.DC with little or no interference, thus enabling the flight to 
proceed on the mission assigned with little or he delay, Ihe TADC had 
available to* him 10 radio channels so that flights rendering support would 
not interfere with the reporting in and out net, V'ith the large number 

of flights reporting in and out with the TADC, this net at times was 
crowded but that was the exception. Prior to a flight being assigned a 
secondary missi^n^ a specific channel was assigned them. On a few occasions 
more than one flight was on one channel thus crowding it« However prior 
to the T*DC moving ashore, communications were excellent, 

(4) Flights: The number of flights of this squadron utilized in 
actual close air support was comparatively few, however normally the 
flights so utilized were able to stay in the target area a much longer time 
and wero able to carry considerable more ordnance than those in the Pusan 
area. This enabled the air controller to pick out targets of more value 
than heretofore* 
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(5) Charts: The charts and maps used by the flight leaders and 
the air centre Hers were standardized so th^t targets could be given by 
coordinates, thus targets were located by the flight leaders quite rapidly, 

(6) Fr^nt lines: Due to the small but compact area of the front 
lines, the problem of distinguishing targets close to and beyond the front 
lines was controlled completely by the TACP. Also panel markings were 
utilized when flights were assigned secondary missions, 

2* The following are recommendations for the remedial action concerning 
the ab^ve criticisms: 



a s The .standardization of such items as training, communications 
phraseology^ radio equipment, charts, weapons an^ even aviation fuels would 
accomplish much toward eliminating most of the above discrepancies, 

(l) It w^uld be advantageous to all services to train together for 
the mission close air support. The 30 od points of the three air services 
could be exploited so that one close air support doctrine would be the end 
result, Eacn ^f the service components would be awai^e of the capabilities 
and limitations of the others in all respects* 

b; It is necessary that intelligence flows steadily between the Air 
Force, £rmy and Navy in order to perform close air support effectively* 
The last minute positions of friendly and enemy troops is a necessity along 
with known intentions, capabilities and limitations. This information 
would pemit the scheduling of close air support flights to remain over the 
target area continuously* 

c. The assignment to a ship or air group, of a shore tactical air 
controller fully equipped to handle all close support flights regardless of 
the origin n f the flighty 



N. D- HODSCH 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



20 November 1950 



From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN 

Via: (1) Comanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) ' 

Subj: Close Air Support; Data concerning 

Ref : (a) CTF 7? Conf disp 130214Z of Nov 1950 

(b) CTF 77 Conf disp 190123Z of Nov 1950 

(c) CTF 77 Conf disp 1904542 of Nov 1950 

End: (l) Tabulated Data on Close Air Support of Carrier Air Group FIVE (Props) 
(2) Tabulated Data on Close Air Support of Carrier jiir Group FIVE (Jets) 

1. The information requested by references (a), (b) and (c) is submitted as 
enclosures (l) and (2) . 

2, No detailed records ;verc made regarding comments or controllers on these 
flight 6. Comments and controllers listed are as the individual pilots recalled 
them from memory or personal notes. If the actual TAC could not be recalled 
the RIO controller^ ie liellov/, Lazarus, Wild west, Devastate Able or Baker, is 
listed . 



/s/ H.. P. LANHAM 
H. P. LjiNHAM 
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1200 TAK3 BUIJ3ER 

POEJT OFF AND 

OBOE TEE TYKS A^C 

7^26-50 I29-57E 07A0 A 

35-50^ 



DATE 



DECLASSIFIED 

CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MISSIONS OF. CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE (PROPS) 

[End (1) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50} 



FLIGHT LE&DER C ONTROL LER 
LT GALLAGHER MELLOW 



07/+5 10 F/ 4 U_4B LCDR PITTi.L'.N MELLON 

1000 6 AD_4 LCDR HODSON IMLIQu 

LCDR BARKER 3EAVER 1 
LCDR RAMSEY 



1015 7 FAU_AB 
1300 4 AD-4 



MOSQUITO 
UNCLE ' 



7-23-50 125-37E 0745 4 
35-19N 



00)0 8 FAU^B 



1330 S FAU-AB LT SMITH :^1L0V; 
1615 8 F^U-AS LCDR ENGLISH HELLOW 
LT GALLAGHER UELLOW 



LCDR ENGLISH ilOSCUITO 
MIKE 



T'vSCU to 
TAEJON 

Y0HG-30KG 



YOITJir _ 
PU1K3GI- 

YONODOIIG' 



RESULTS AREA 
Destroyed n»areh»use YONGAIWI 

containing troops 
and supplies. 

Five (5) trucks 
destroyed. 

Destroyed 2 trucks 
and damaged 1. 

Destroyed 2 trucks 
and damaged 1. 

Destroyed 70$ of 
YONGDOSe, destroyed 
1 truck, damaged 3 
other villages and 
1 RR bridge. 

Troops concentra- 
tions attacked. 

Bapalmed CHOKG-SAN, 
strafed troops. 

Destroyed HAI&HANG 
damaged YONGAiiNI, 
inflicting many 
casualties. 

1 tank, 1 field piece Y0NGX)KG 
destroyed. 



TAZJON 



YONGDONG 
CHONG-SAK 



Ii'JJCHAHG 
YOHGliEI 



C01L1ENTS 



Good Control and 
Coraraunicat ion s . 
Too many A/C in 
area. 



Gcod Control, radi< 
over loaded. 
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DATE 
7-28-50 



1200 

POINT 

OBOE 



TAKE 

OFF 

TIME 

1945 



7-29*50 125-14E 0700 




NUMBER 
AND 

TYPE A/C FLIGHT ULJ)ER 
6 AD-4 LCDR-HODSON MELLOW 



(Encl (!) to CVG-5 conf Itr ser 078-50) 



CONTROLLER RESULTS 



AREA 



COMMENTS 



1345 4 AD-4 IT GALLAGHER MELLOW 

1345 8 F4U-4B LCDR BARKER MOSQUITO 
1630 8 F4U-4B LCDR FITTFAN MALLOW 



1645 6 AD-4 LCDR HODSON 



MELLOW 

8 F4U^4B LCDR PITTi'AH MELLOW 



0700 8 aD-4 IT GALLAGEE3 MALLOW 



1000 4 AD-4 LCDR HODSON KELLOW 



1000 8 F.4U-4B LCDR ENGLISH MOSQUITO 



Destroyed 1 truck, YONGDONG 
i half-track, 2 jeeps, 
1 tank & 1 power 
station. 



Controller 
specified are 
for arched rec 
naissance. 

Damaged 2 warehouses, YONGDONG Good control, 



1 truck & jeep. 
Heavy troop casualties. 

Hit tanks & troops. ILJiuCHANG 

Destroyed 1 tank, 3 NAMtoON 

trucks. Damaged 1 

tank , 4 trucks, 3 busses 

Destroyed 1 village HAMCHANG 
& inflicted heavy 
troop casualties. 

Destroyed 2 power HADONG 
stations & turned 

2 villages. 

Burned HADONG & 2 HADONG 
siLall villages. 
Destroyed 3 trucks 
damaged 1 highway bridge. 



Area crowded 
support A/C. 

Danage unknow 



Successful 
r.ission. 



Destroyed 70> of 
village & destroyed 
1 truck and damaged 
1 truck. 

Destroyed 1 tank, HADONG 
1 half-track. Danaged 
1 bridge. 



Radio channel 
crowded-. Godd 
flight. 

Poor control 
Village was 
only target 
given. 



B-III-43 



1200 

POINT 

OBOE 



PART III (Cont'd) 



TAKE rim EES 
OFF AND 
TIIIE TYPE A/C 



(3ncl (J) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50) 



FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER 



RESULTS 



1300 8 F4U-.4B LCDR FITTMAN MELLOW 



1300 4 



LT GALLAGHER HELLOCT 



1300 3 AD-4 



1600 3 AD-4 



LTJG VJSST 



127-54E 1200 A F4IL.4B 
33-07N 

1200 5 AD_4 

1500 5 ADL.4 



LT LOGAN 



1530 2 F4U-4B LTJG DaJNS 

127-55S 0630 12 F4UL4B LT SMITH 
33-33N 



I'EILCVf 



LTJG JACKSON JiSLLOW 



1600 £ F4U_4B LCDR BARKER JiOGOUITO 



LCDR ENGLISH liELLOVf 
LCDR HODSON 



• j:llc:; 

I.IELL0J 

HELIOTf 
EELLOlf 



Destroyed 4 trucks* 
Damaged 6 trucks & 
2 bridges. 

Destroyed 5 trucks* 
Damaged 5 trucks, 2 
villages & 1 highway- 
bridge. 

Destroyed 1 jeep, 3. 
trucks; Damaged 6 
trucks, 1 bridge, 
1 village. 

Destroyed 5 trucks 
fit 1 tank. Damaged 1 
field piece, 1 bridge, 
1 village. 



Destroyed 4 vehicles.. HADONG 
Bombed bridge.. 



AREA 
HADONG 



SUHCHOH 
HADONG 



GUT-TCIION, 
KUAY2 
KO CHANG 
K0A30IJG 

HADONG 



Attacked CHINJU 
village; 



CHINJU 



Damaged 2 villages. KORYSONG 
ifeny troop casualties. 



Damaged SACH0N& 1 
highway bridge. 



SACHON 



Strafed & bombed troops. TAEGU 
Strafed troop corcontra- CHIM.JTI 



Hi'Oi'C'HUN = 



IINJn 



hyopjh; 



CfflJHENTS 



(Vod radio communi- 
cations. 



Successful mission. 



Very good control & 
radio procedure. * 



Several Air Controllers 
used. 



Poor TAG 



DFC!.ASS!F!ED 



1200 TAKE NULIBER 
POINT OFF AND . 

DATE OBOE TJCJ3 TYP E A/C 

0630 7 <&D-4 



0930 4 AD-4 



0930 6 F4U-.4B 
1230 4 AD-4 

1530 7 AD-4 

1530 6 F4U-4B 

S-9-50 124-5AE 1230 4 F4U-4B 
35-43N 

8-16-50 130-11E 1230 4 AD_4 
37-10N 

1230 fi F4U-4B 

1500 5 AD-4 




PART III (Cont'd) 

FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER 
LGDR HODSON MELLOW 



(End (1) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50) 



RESULTS 



AREA. 



C0!£ -TUTS 



Destroyed large suo- H/J-AJDN 
ply dump & inflicted SUCHOHJII 
troop casualties. SUMCHON 



LTJG WEST MELLOIT packed troops and 

PINEAPPLE _ plages. 

HORSERADISH 

LCDR ENGLISH MELLOW Damaged bridges. 

LTJG JACKSON MELLOW Destroyed 2 trucks, 

1 jeep, 1 tank & 
damaged KUMCHON. 

Destroyed 3 trucks, 
5. jeep & damaged 2 
villages. 



SONJU - 
KQKYUHG 

;:A3g:ian 

sanchon - kochang 

KOUCHON 



Fair control - not 
enough targets. 



LTJG WEST 



MELLOW 

MOSQUITO 

JIG 



NAIUL-RI 



i:03;uitc 

FOX 



LT JENNINGS 
LCDR BARKER ;.iCSv>UlT0 
LCDR HODSON 
LCER PiTTii\N liELLOW 



Attacked troop con- CHINJU 
cent rat ions in villages. 

Destroyed 1 tank. TABOU 



ELLOW Attacked, troops in 2 CHONGKA Good flight. 



villages . 

Destroyed 6 trucks & 
3 power stations. 
Damaged 2 trucks. 



EftluGCHONNI 

TA2GU 



LT GALLAGHER MELLOW 



•U5 



Destroyed 8 trucks, 1 PDHAMG _ Controller appeared 
jeep. Damaged 3 HU1JGHAE inexperienced; Flight 

trucks, 1 villas^, HAXCHOK .DONG assisted in spotting 

turrets & front lines 



date' 

8-16-50 



3-26-50 



9-1-50 



1200 

POINT 

OBOE 

1 ■ . 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART III (Cont'd) 

TAKE NUIJBER 
OFF AND 

TEE. T YPE A/C FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER 
1530 7 LT JENNINGS MOSQUITO 



(End (1) to CVG-5 conf Itr ser 07S-50) 



RESULTS 
Attacked troops* 



are.; 



COMMENTS 



1730 4 LTJG LIUNCIE MOSQUITO Attacked trooos.. 



P0H.JJG-.DeNG Air & Ground TAC S . 
P0MC-YA1IG 

POHAND-DONG Air to Ground TAC 3 
PONGYANG 



1730 3 



LTJG JuCJKON lELLOff 



1800 4 F4U-4B LT SMITH 



isDsourro 

DRAGONFLY 



130-472 
36-47^ 



0930 2 F4U-.4B LT HERRICK yDSflUITO 
1530 4 F4U-4B LCDR BARICER !iDSnuiTO 



1530 6 AD-4 LT GALLAGHER MELLCS7 



124-57E 
36-57W 



Destroyed 3 trucks, POHANG p oor TAC 

damaged 2 trucks. 

Burned supply and TAEGU 
gasoline dump & 4 
villages. 

Attacked troops, tanks ~IAI5T. I AN Good TAC. 
and vehicles. 

Attacked troops & sup- C!IACK0iI_D0NG 
plies. Burned 3 trucks 
& fuel dump. 

Destroyed 10 trucks, liACHONDONG G^od TAC, Radio 
1 mortar position & IL'JIGHO-DONG channel crowded* 
1 highway bridge. . PTONHAMG_NI 



1100 6 F4U-4B LTJG BRYANT Bombed HAI.iAN village. . HAK* - TUKSONG Wgoncy CAS ca l 



1315 7 ?4U^4B LCDR MURPHY liELIOiY 



1400 5 ^-4 
1700 5 



LT GALLAGHER IGSLLOlf 



LTJG WEST 



MELLOW 
MOSQUITO _ 
VAUDEVILLE 



Burned 2 village?, TAEGU 
damaged .1 highway bridge. 

Destroyed 3 trucks & KAEPYODOHG 
3 villages with troops. 

Destroyed 1 bridge & HA1IAN - CHUGAU_NI 

3 buildings containing 

troops. 



^-■111-4 6 



9-2-50 



9-3-50 



^CLASSIFIED 



PART III (Cont'd) 

1200 TAIG3 NULiBER 
POINT OFF and 

OBOE TII.IE ?JFE A/C FLIGHT LEADER COMTRC ! LLER RESULTS 

125-133 0G30 12 F4U-.4B LCDR ENGLISH HOSrjJITO Attacked troops on 



(End (!) to CVG-5 conf ltr scr 078-50 ) 



COir ©ITS 



3IND.JJ-NI Good TAG. 



35-56N 



0830 5 AD-.4 
1130 4 -* D -4 



VAUDEVILLE ridge 
LT GALLAGHER MELLCa 



Destroyed 4 trucks, HYOPCHOH 
attacked troops. 



LCDR ?,\l,V:7i . RLUj .' 



Destroyed 3 tanks, 7 HATlUJ 
S-DS'"UIT0 trucks & 1 40MM gun. 
;IA3TIFF Damaged 4t rucks. 



1130 7 F4U-4B LCDR FITTi'AN KOSQUITO Destroyed 10 trucks, CHINJU 

SPSCLAL Si 3 tanks. Bombed 
INSriTl.TJDN troops. 
14 



Good TAC. 



Good control main- 
tained. 



1/+30 6 AD-4 LT LOGAW PICKLE BAR- Destroyed 2 field 

REL pieces, damaged 4 

villages. 

1430 10 F4U-4B LCDR BARKER liOS iUITO Attacked troops on 

VAUDEVILLE ridge & in town. 



CHUKXIA-NI 



124-OlE 1630 9 F4U-4B LCDR ENGLISH IWZJJO.: 
34-20N 



1630 5 ADl-4 
1630 4 AEu/ + 



LCDR HODQON LELLOU 
LT GALLAGHER liELLOif 



CI lilt fOH-NI Poor Communications.. 

CHONGJU Poor communication & 
weather. 

KXNGJU Crowded communications 



1645 6 F4.U-.4B LCDR iiURPHY J-ELLGV; 



Bombed KVIANGJU 

Destroyed 6 ware- 
houses. 

Destroyed 4 ware- SATICHONPC Crowded communications 

houses, damaged 2. trucks. 

Destroyed 2 tanks, CIIINGDONG-NI rdarine ground TAC 
damaged 15 field pieces, 
& 2 tanks. Strafed troops. 




B-III-47 



DECLASSIFIED 




DATE 
9-15-50 



9-16-50 
9-18-50 
9-22-50 
9-25-50 



1200 

POINT 

OBOE 

124-12E 



PART III (Cont'd) 

TAKE NULiBER 
OFF AMD 

TE.IE TYPE A/C FLIGHT LEADER COIpROLLgR 
0540 6 F4U-43 LCDR ENGLISH LAZARUS 

0730 6 F4U-4B LCDR mUPHX L.Z^RUS 



1030 6 F/;U_4B LTJG MUNCIE LAZARUS 

1330 4 F4U-4B LCDR PITTMAN LAZARUS 

1500 6 F4U-4B LCDR yjiSSSR LAZARUS 

1630 6 AD_4 LT GALLAGHER LA^IRUS 



124-363 
36-36N 

124-32E 
36-13N 

124-23S 
36-24N 

124-19S 
36-45N 



(Encl (1) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50) 

RESULTS AJiSA COMMENTS 

Destroyed 1 truck & INCHON-SEOUL Good TAG. 
AA positions. 

Destroyed 1 p.Eomo dump, INCHON 
4 machine gun nests, 
and 20 trucks. 

Attacked supply dump. 1 0JI DKON-TAEJCNG 
troops and vehicles. 

Damaged 1 AA position, IMCHGM 
1 gun emplacement. 
Strafed many trocps. 

Bombed gun positions. INCHON 

Destrojred 1 gun position, INCHOH Control poor due' to 
strafed beach crowded circuity 



0730 £ F4U-4B LCDR PHTilAN LAZARUS Strafed enemy troops. INCHON 



1030 h LCDR MURPHY DEVASTATE 

j. j-.I J I .:! 'j 

0730 4 F4U-4B LT HERRICK LAZARUS 



Burned 1 village, INCHON-SEOUL 
damaged highway bridge. 

Destroyed -3 AA posi- SEOUL 
tions. Burned 1 truck. I IAN RIVER 



0740 6 F4U-4B 
0745 6 AD-4 
1045 6 AD-4 



LCDR ENGLISH DEVASTATE 
ABLE 



LTJG "'/EST 
LT I^G/iN 



DEVASTATE 
ABLE 

DEVASTATE 
ABLE 



Attacked troops & AA SEOUL 
positions in SEOUL.. 

attacked troop concen- 330UL 
t rat ions , 

Attacked AA positions. SEOUL 



%11 Done from 
Controller. 




DATE 
9-27-50 



9-30-50 



1200 TAKE 
POINT OFF 
OBOE TJCjE 

124-A4E 0615 
36-24N 

0915 
1215 



12A-50E 1345 
36-42N 

124-313 1100 
36-20N 



10- 13-50 

11- 7-50 



130-07E 0930 
39-14N 

128-5 5S OCOO 
39-33K 

OGOO 



1100 

1/+00 
1400 



PART III (Cont'd) 

NUiBER {End (1) to CVG-5 conf Itr ser 078-50) 

AND 

TYPE A/C FLIGHT L EADER CONTROLLER RESUTLS AREA COHORTS. 

2 F4U-.4B LTJG ALBRIGHT I-JOS'iUITO Destroyed 5 field SU./ON 

WILDWEST pieces, 10 mortars. 

Killed 200 trocDS. 



6 F4IL4B LCDR ENGLISH ?;0S UITC Destroyed 1 tank. 

V/ILDWEST 



A F4IU4B LTJG IUNCIE 
5 F/ 4 U_4B ENS WOOD 



3 «IW 



l/i.00 4 AD_4 




FOREST 14 Attacked troops & 
machine gun nests. 

BUCCANEER Attacked troops in 



14 



village. 



ENS M C LAIN DEVASTATE Destroyed raanv mor- 



ABLE 



SU:;0N 



INCHQN_3EOUL ■ Good TAC 
Km ,.:'346 

?7°-13'K Good TAC. Troops 
126°_12 ' S surrendered.- 

UIJONGBU 



tar positions. 



LCDR HO DSC N DEVASTATE Attack enemy troops. UIJOKGBU 
■ ABLE 



Good control and 
radio procedure." 

i 

Good T«C. 



3 F4U-4B LCDR PITTMAN KOSQUITC Strafed enemy troooc 

GRANITE 



4 F4U-4B LT SIIITH 

5 AD-4 
h AD-4 



• os'urrc 



LT GALLAGHER liCS^UITO 
HAWIER 



Attacked troops on 
rid^e. 



;/0HS3 
ANJU 



■ttacked enemy troops. ANJU 

PAXCHON 



LTJG JACKSON HAMMER Damaged 1 tank, 2 

ilOS^UITC trucks. 
HAMMER 



4 AEL4 LT GALLAGHER 

5 F4'J_4B LCDR JuURPHY 



Pfcor TAC. 

Good TAC. Radio 
crowded. 

Circled HUNGNAi f or 
1 hr, 45 min. no TAC. 



WIUJufEST Burned village & 
ICSnurro attacked troops. 



3INANJU 



VJITJI-JEST 
II- -V? 



PART III (Cont'd) 



PATE 
11-8-50 



1200 taic wtmk 

point off and 

OBOE TE3 Tj£SA/J3 

128-593 0630 C F/ 4 U^B 
39-34K 

0645 4 AD_4 



0930 5 AD-4 



(3ncl (1} to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50) 



FL IGHT L EADER 
LT HER3ICK 

LTJG JACKSON 

LT GALLAGHER 



CONTROLLER RESULTS 



0930 h F4U-4B LCDR i-iURPHY 



0930 k F4U-4B LCDR PITTl-L"^ 



1230 3 



LCDR HODSON 



11-15-50 



1230 C F4U-4B LTJG luncie 



128-52E 0C25 2 F V^-4B LCDR PITT'^N 
39-28N 



0025 2 AD-4 
1145 2 ~D-4 



LTJG JACKSON 
LT GALLAGHER 



1145 2 F4a./jj LTJG ALBRIGHT 



MOSQUITO 
SPEC L'"X 

DEVASTATE 
BAKER 

WILOTEST 
liDSQUITO 
■OLDWEST 

; os.uiTc 

HA. LiR 



Burned villages in YONGHUNG 
valley NE of YONGHUNG 



C07i!ENTS 
Good TAC 



::csurrc 

".7ILD ; .TLST 

DiWASTATE 
CIGAR 14 



Destroyed supply 
buildings* 

Attacked troops. 



Burned village and 
warehouses* 

Burned truck and 
village * 

Attacked troops. 
Attacked troops. 

Attacked troops* 



CIGAR 14 Attacked troops. 



DETRIH3NT 
14 



Destroyed supply- 
warehouses. 

Destroyed supply 
warehouses. 




YONGIIUMG 



.UJJU 



CBIAMJU 
EUN:.-RI 



Good flight in Ate 
of pcor TAG. 



ItXiLVJOCRI M c T.;c. Followed., a 
teirine Flight. 

KUIJU-RI 
KUKU-3I 

PUIJGC'.N Good T..C. 



PYNGS..N Gccd TAC. 

3GxX)_RI Successful mission. 
Gcod TAC. 

SOMO-RI Successful mission. 

Good TAC. 




DATE 
1L-16-50 



1200 T-'JS NffiBEE 
POINT OFF AMD 
OBCE TYPE A/C 

129-065 0645 4 F4 U -4B 
35-56N 

3 AD_4 



1325 2 ad_4 

1325 4 F4U-4B 

U-ia-50 129-192 1325 2 F4U-4B 

. 1325 4 -"-0-4 



PART III (Cont'd) 



(End (.1) to conf ltr sor 078-50) 



FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER RESULTS 



AREA 



ccia;ents 



LTJG iiUNCIE 
LTJG WEST 

LTJG WEST 
LTJG DARROVj 
LCDR IOJRPHY 



CIGAR L4 Attacked trcops. 

M3SQU2TO Destroyed 10 houses 

GRADUAL containing troops. 
GRADUAL 14 

INTERLUDE Attacked troops, 
14 

MOSQUITO- Burned 4 villages, 
DEVASTATE 

S^MDBLASTER Burned village and 

1 & 2 strafed troops. 



XAP3AN 

CHAHGPYONG-NI Good TAG. 



RUIuDONG 
LA DRY 



LT GALLAGHER HOS^UITC Attacked enemy trcops, 3.J KTANG- 
SANDBLASTER ' " 



Good TAG, 



S^JiTANG- Sandblast er 2 very 
DONG 



peer TAG, 



TAG inej;peri3nC3^. 
Flight did most of 
its own target spot- 
ting. 



DECLASSIFIED 



127-54E 
33-07N 



36-57» 

125-133 
35-56N 



PART III (Cont'd) 
CLOSE AI R SUPPORT- MISSIONS OE. CARRIER AIR. G ROUP FIVE (J3T3) 





1200 


TAKE 




POINT 


OFF 


HATE 


OBOE 




7-2S-50 


125-373 


1530 




35-19^ 




7-29-50 


125-14E 


0G15 




35-52N 





1100 



IKTLBER 
AND 



7 F^F_3 
F9F-3 



?-3 



1615 4 F9F-3 
0700 h 



(Ehcl (2) to CVG-5 conf ltr scr 078-50) 



FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER RESULTS 



LCDR LAMB 



raiDij 



one 



LCDR DAVIDSON , 



Strafed troops and 
pun emplacements. 



ARS'. 
NAKTONG 

IIAETONG 



LCDR POLLOCK 



CDR L JIH-i: 
CDR POLLOCK 



PICKLE 



IDSQUITC 
MASTIFF 



Burned supplies on 
road and in village 



None 

Sank 3 barges, 



CHEIJU 



KASP- 



YCIIGG 



CCHiBHTS 

Unable to contact 
liellew control* 

Controller informed 
flight that circuits 
wore overloaded, k A/C 
diverted to deep sup- 
pcrtj remaining divisiori" 
joined F^&j flight, al- 
though net in radio 
contact • 

Unable to contact 
specified TAG.. Con- 
tacted Pickle Barrel 
after 15 min. Handled 
k V c only. Good TAG. 

Unable to establish 
radio contact* 

Vfoltcd 18 min for TAG 
to ccme on station. 
Good TAG once he arrived-. 



NOTS Scrt'wLr^rtv *° I S0Pt0mber W™^* 1 * ^ *•>«• ^ piano mission scheduled Tor Close Air 



: . .. ^ /f. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
. ■ AIR FORCE . ; :■ 
CARRIER. AIR GROUP FIVE 



: CVG5/Al6-13": • 
" Serial: 065-51 

22 September |5 



From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE ' '■■ 

To":.;.,;,, Commanding Officer, USS ESSEX (CV-9) yV^-:; v! : 

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIVE (18 August 1951 - 19 
■ September 1951) - \ - V I 

Ref : (a) OpNav Instruction 348.1 

1. This report is submitted in compliance-, with reference (a) for 
inclusion in the action report of USS ESSEX (CV-9). ' 

PART L: .' COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION ' ,. ; 

a. The composition. of the group follows: 



UNIT 


TYPE A/C 


OPERATIONAL A/C ' 
8/18 9/19 


PILOTS ' 
3/18 9/li 


CVG-5 

CDR M.U. BEEBE 


None 


None 


v None 


1 

Note 


i: 


VF-51 

LCDR E.M. BEAUCHAMP 


F9F-2 


16 




•24 


2| ; 


VF-I72 

CDR M.E. BURNETT - 


F2H-2 




14 '■ 


27 


26; 

■ '< - 

"■ * ■-' 
: . \ ■ 


VF-53 ,■■'■:-'■-;■■•.. 
CDR H.J. TRUM, III 


F4U-4B 




■ 16 

,, 3 Rep, 


24 




VF-54 • 'ir".^^^ 
CDR P.N. GRAY 


AD-4L 


13 


4 


30 
: Note 


2$' 

#?"■■:. 


VC-3 (Dei) 
LT J.S. LAKE 


F4U-5NL 


3 


1 Rep. 




V 


VC-11 (Det) 
LT M.R. MILLER 


. AD-4W ;' 


:0;.; : 3 - ... 




5 -:V 




VC-3 5' (Det) 

LCDR F.F. BERTAGNA 


AD-3N ' 

ADr4Q ; ; ' 


v;k 2-:rc.:< 


:^.4.^:;^v-,^-;.;; : : 






VC-61 (Det) 


F9F-2P 


3 


3 




4 



LT S.L. JAYNES 



81 (Note. 3) 59 



127 120 



Note #1: The Air Group Commander. flies regularly with VF-51 

and VF-54. 2 LSOs, Admin., & Comm. Off not, included. 
Note #2: Includes air Group Operations Officer. 
Note #3: CVG-5 entered Combat Area with 75 aircraft. 



. v ' • > \ ; f / ;- :; ^v" : . ':- CVG5/Al6-13/(gls) ^ ? i 

; : ; Serial 065-51 

DECLASSIFIED W&MmWm 

; The primary mission #f Air Group FIVE during this report- • 
ing period was the support of United Nations ground forces. 
This mission was divided into two parts; I.e. the inter die T 
tion of the. enemy *s lines of communication and close air \ , 
support of United Nations forces on the front lines* Whenr : : 
ever indicated by sightings or photographs sorties were sen: 
against the enemy 1 s supply build-up. points. Corsairs were . : 
employed as spotters for Naval Gun Fire support along the ; 
east coast of uorea. The AEW Team was assigned to ASP cover- 
age fer the force. The night hecklers found a great number v 
of transportation targets, as daylight movement was kept to 
a minimum by the enemy. The Photo. Team performed daily mis- 
sions of covering attacked targets for damage assessment anc 
prospective targets for evaluation plus' special photo cover* 
age missions. One assignment of 12 F9F-2 and 12 F2H-2 figh* 
ter planes provided cover for a Fifth Air Force bombing mar- 
shaling yards in RA3HIN which is located on the Korean coasi 
about eighteen miles south of the Russian border. 

The combat evaluation of the F2H aircraft has been assigi 
ed to Air Group FIVE. The only special mention considered; 
necessary in this report is that the airplane is doing an 
admirable job under the capable direction of VF-172* An 
interim evaluation report has been submitted separately and 
repetition is not considered necessary. Further evaluation 
reports will be submitted separately as warranted. 




-■ 2-.-" 




'V 




CVG5/Al6-13/(gl 
Serial 065-51 




DECLASSIFIED 



PART II; CHRONOLOGY. 



The short period in Yokosuka, Japan between 16 August and Id Augua 
during ^ which the ESSEX relieved the PRINCETON, was employed by the AI 
Group in last minute preparations for its entry into combat. The war 
had changed considerably since Air Group FIVE left in November last 
year. Conferences with pilots from Air Group NINETEEN proved very 
beneficial in providing last minute information on force dispositions- 
operating techniques and intelligence. The complement of aircraft tu 
be operated on board dictated that the excess allowance in aircraft b 
left at Kisarazu airfield and kept in a standby status. Pilots were 
detached on Temporary Additional Duty orders and were available - to .fT 
aboard as needed. The departure of ,llr Group FIVE in USS ESSEX was . 
as scheduled except for the threat of Hurricane n MARGE n , which was 
reported heading north towards the Japanese Homeland. The course of 
the hurricane for the next three days was erratic and evasive maneuve: 
were required to avoid it. 

It had been almost two weeks since the pilots had flown and refres'. 
er operations on- 21 August and 22 August were welcome. A full day T s 
offensive operations were scheduled for 22 August but due to bad 
weather the operations were cancelled and the only flights launched 
were for Combat Air Patrol and Anti-Submarine Patrol. 

On 21 August and 22 August conferences were held with pilots of 
Air Group ONE HUNDRED WO. On 23 August planes from Air Group FIVE 
made sorties against the Communists in Korea for the first time in 
over nine months. The flights were escorted by pilots from ^ir Group 
ONE HUNDRED TWO to familiarize Air Group FIVE with the terrain and 
target disposition. This first day of combat marked the first air- 
craft and pilot loss. LTJG Leo FRANZ, USN of VF-53 was flying to %he 
beach as the third plane of a three plane element. The flight pro- 
ceeded under an overcast of about 1500 r « As they approached the shor- 
line the leader climbed his section through the overcast, but on brea] 
ing out at 6000 T LTJG FRANZ.' Corsair was no'* where in sight. No trace 
has been found of the aircraft and the pilot is missing in action* 
Weather throughout the day was marginal to. poor . 

On* 24 August Air Group FIVE launched their first major effort com- 
prised of a total of 76 sorties the majority of which were assigned 
missions of reconnaissance. Targets of opportunity were hit along all 
roads in the assigned area* Five sorties were aborted, one of which 
was an AD-4 piloted by Ensign STRICKLAND, USN of VF-54. He experience 
an engine failure immediately after take off and effected a safe watej 
landing. He was picked up by the ESSEX 1 helicopter and set down on 
the flight deck in less than five minutes, sustaining no injuries. 
At the end of the second day all pilots in the Air Group had their ? 
first combat behind them and the qualms of anticipation were consid- 
erably lessened. The photo missions returned with evidence that ther* 
were good bridge targets on all of the major highways* - \ 

On 25 August 71 sorties were launched 30 of which were assigned ' 
bridges as their primary targets. The talley for the day was three 
bridges knocked out and four severely damaged. The excellence of the 
bombing heartened everyone and the spaces were rife with tales of the 
day T s experiences. 
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On 26 August a, shocking accident occurred before sunrise . An AD-3 
piloted by LTJG SMITH of VC-35 was seen to burn in mid-air and then 
crash into the water about five minutes after being launched a The 
cause of the accident was undetermined The aircraft sank immediate! 
and both LTJG SMITH and his aircrewman P.. R„ BALCH, ATAN presumably 
were killed/ The day T s operations" continued and the sortie count 
after the last recovery was 94. For the first time contact was mad 3 
with the TACC at the- front and the Close Air Support .missions' couplet- 
their assignments receiving a well done from thV controller for thei. 
accuracy. A marked increase in daylight traffic of the enemy was no*': 
throughout the area. There was _a general feeling of disappointment 
among the pilots because the ESdEZ was scheduled to replenish on the 
following morning . ^ 

On 27 August the greatest single interest within the ship was mail 
from home. The first few. days of combat had dragged, and it seemed 
as though the Air Group had been on the line for months. On the 28th 
all flights except one ASP flight of four aircraft 'wore cancelled 
because of weather. 

. On 29 August, expecting targets to be plentiful , over a hundred 
sorties were launched. The results were not impressive. The Reds 
had gone back 'to moving during the hours of darkness. Early in the 
afternoon three representatives of the Joint Operations Center, Korea 
came aboard to brief the Air Group on liaison organisation, ground 
forces general employment and disposition, and escape and evasion 
techniques. 

On 30 August the capability of the enemy to rebuild and improvise 
bridges along the transportation lines was clear to every pilot. 
Each flight returned with reports that targets, notably bridges and 
by-passes, which had been crippled or destroyed three days previous 
were back in operation and passing considerable traffic. During the 
recovery of the night heckler flight Ensign B.J. KNOX, USNR, of VC-3 
misjudged his altitude and inadvertantly ditched his F4U-5N on the : 
down wind leg of his landing pattern. He was recovered shortly by 
USS ROGERS. . 

On 31 August targets were meager and scattered, and although 92 
sorties were flown it seemed just a routine day of war. 1 September 
was spent in replenishing. 

On 2 September 102 sorties were flown against bridges, transporta- 
tion supply poititts, and in Close Air Support. LTJG R.A. BATEMAN had 
engine trouble on his way to the target. His aircraft caught fire an 
he was forced to bail out. He was not injured and was picked up near 
the coast by helicopter and taken to the USS PARKS (DD-SS4) • By this 
time the pilots were getting more cagey in their assessment of the „ 
important features of the work and the risks involved. Not a day had 
gone by but what at least one plane had been hit by AA. The first 
tiger like approach was rapidly maturing. Several pilots had flown 
through their own bomb blasts and a" more pronounced outlook on the 
point of survival was becoming prevalent ♦ 

On 3 September the fourth loss occurred when LT Frank SISTRUNK,. 
USN, the' Operations Officer of VF-54 was hit by AA while bombing a 
bridge. His plane was smoking as^ he pulled out of his "run, and he 
headed toward, the east coast, and safety which ..lay about thirty miles 
away. Half way to the beach, at an altitude of about two thousand 
feet above the terrain his aircraft was seen to nose down in a steep 
dive and crash into the ground. The aircraft exploded on impact. 
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There was no evidence of his having parachuted to safety, and there 
had been no radio transmissions following the damage* He was there- 
fore presumed .dead and reported as killed in action* At approximate!^ 
the same time Ensign Nell ARMSTRONG, of VF-51 saved his own life wu;h v 
a piece" of exceptionally fast headworkv He had been attacking a ta:W- . 
get in. very- hilly country* Tiile ;he was in his run he" was hit by 
He lost elevator control ? but in a fraction of a second he rolled ir.; 
all the back tab ho could get. His aircraft, well loaded with ord- ; 
nance, came so close to . the .ground that he sheared off two feet of 1: ; 
starboard wing cn a powor pole. ' By babying the -stick and the trim - 
tabs 'he was able to fly to friendly territory and *gc safety, the sta* 
characteristics cf the plane were ^uch that a landing speed of over 
170 knots would be necessary without positive elevator, control which , 
dictated a bail out. This was the first ejection seat bail out mado 
by an :.ir Group FITii pilot. ARMSTRONG ejected himself, cleared thn 
seat, opened hie oliv&e and landed near without further incident.. 

Up until the second of September the Eonshees had performed all 
assigned missions admirably / however > due to the catapult launching s 
with heavy loads, the supports for the catapult hooks began to crack. 
For this reason the aircraft were grounded for all flights except 
Combat Air Patrols for which they were launched without . external ord- 
nance or fuel in the tip tanks 

On 4 September death struck twi^e taking two pilots from one squad- 
ron. LTJG RJC C BRAMtfELL , USN of v/as hi- by flak, the first" 
burst seen in the area, and crashed immediately thereafter. This was 
considered strong indication that the gun emplacements in the area ^ < 
were automatically or electronically controlled. LTJG J. J. ASHFORBy 
USN, also of VF-51 on another flight failed to pull out from a rocket 
run on a truck. Both these aircraft exploded on impact and the pilots 
were reported as killed in action,, The statistics were piling up on: v 
both sides of the ledger* The Air Group- had destroyed seven bridges f 
ninety railroad cars, twenty five trucks, twenty five ox-carts, two ' 
hundred and fifty troops, and damaged about twice as many of each, the 
price being the lives of five pilots, one air crewman and ten aircraft. 

On 5 September the force retired to replenish, the BOXER relieved! 
the BON HOMME RICHARD and the pilots of Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE had 
an opportunity to discuss the immediate operational problems • 

On 6 September the Air Group was back over Korea with bridges as ' 
the primary targets. Of the thirty three bridge sorties flown four ' 
direct hits and nine near misses were scored leaving; gratifying dam- 
age, and destruction to the enemy supply lanes* For the second con- 
secutive day troop concentrations, of over two thousand men each were . 
sighted; and attacked. * \ y : 'v ■ -''^ 

On 7. September 91 sorties were flown. Transportation was hit hard / 
in the form of trucks rail cars and carts • On one of the bridge hops 
Commander P.N. GRAY, skipper of VF-54 was -hit by flak while making his 
run on a group of trucks surrounded by gun emplacements sending out . 
intense and accurate AA e ' He managed to n nurse n his plane to the coast 
ditched and was picked up by the US3 PC-703 and transferred to the 
USS PORTERFIELD (DD-632) without injury, Late in a strike hop Ensign 
S.R. HARRIS, cf VF-53 was hit by omali arms fire. His knee pad de- 
flected the bullet, but shrapnel parti c3es opened his hand, knee and 
neck. He returned to the force and landed on board, was immediately 
given treatment by DR BENNETT, the Air Group Flight Surgeon. The 
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wounds were ri«t serious however and he was' back to flight duty in a 
few days . 

On 8 September the Banshees had part of the answer on the catapult 
hook trouble and were scheduled for armed reconnaissance, finding mari} 
targets of gun emplacements, troop bivouacs and transportation. Sue-? 
cessful drops were made on two trains, one. with eight cars and the 
other with twenty seven cars, all heavily loaded. The latter was left 
with its engine and ten of the cars destroyed. The Air Group lost on* 
pilot LTJG J.B. PARSE, USN of VF-54. He had been napalming troops anc 
machine gun nests. He left these targets, flew on to a bridge, and ; 
was making his first bombing run when his plane burst into flames, 
crashed and exploded. There was no indication that he had escaped 
the crash and was reported as killed in action. On the same hop LTJG 
P.L. WORKING of VF-53 was hit by flak and had to ditch his plane. ^ lhe 
ditching was successful. When asked if anyone was on the way to his, 
rescue the USS VJEDDSRBURN (DD-684) reported: "The ship is steaming, 
the helicopter is launched, the whaleboat is over the side, and suppei 
is hot on the table"' 7 . 

On 9 September the force retired to replenish. 

On 10 September 101 sorties were floxvn. During the launch of one c 
the Night Hecklers a flare dropped on the deck and ignited. The wind 
blew the flare toward the parked planes which were fully loaded and 
fueled. LTJG A. G. SZYKANSKI of VF-54 grabbed the flare by the chute 
shouds and threw it over the side, thus avoiding a possible disaster* 
The Night Hecklers found more targets than they could destroy. These 
consisted mostly of vehicles and supply points however. They ^dropped 
spans on two highway bridges in addition to attacking the vehicles. 
In the afternoon LTJG P. L. WORKING and his wingman attacked gun em- 
placements on the H0D0 PAN AO peninsula which were shelling UN des- 
troyers off the coast. They put the guns out of action and eased the 
destroyers' situation. 

On 11 September 99' sorties ware flown. The most lucrative targets 
of the day were trains, of which a total of five were attacked and 
destroyed, including 3 locomotives. After returning from a re ceo hop 
LTJG TREAD 7 ;SLL of VF-172 lost all brake-action while taxiing up the , 
flight' deck.. Unable to maintain- control, the aircraft eased into the 
catwalk and over the side. The pilot was recovered immediately* 

On 12 September 99 sorties were flown. Several runs were made on 
trains but aborted at the last minute. The Reds are using trains and 
tunnel entrances as flak traps. The train waits just outside the tun- 
nel. When the plane makes his run the train scoots into the tunnel 
-for protection and AA batteries near the mouth of the tunnel get an 
excellent shot at the aircraft. LT F, J. PRSMDSRGAST of VF-54 was hit 
by small arms fire and wounded in the left knee. He returned to the ■ 
ship and landed on board. . , '•• \ . - , 

On 13 September the force retired to replenish. About 1000 orders 
were received to launch strikes and re ceo hops in the afternoon. In - 
complying with this order a precedent was set because for the 1st time 
a carrier had completed full replenishment and also launched a major 
effort against the enemy on the" same day. It was hoped that the enera} 
might be surprised and caught napping, but they were not. The strikes 
were only moderately successful and, the precedent is not considered 
practical unless conditions on the beach urgently require support by 
Naval Air. 
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On 14 September sorties were flown. The primary targets of the 
day were buildings and railroad cars* Twenty buildings, apparently 
filled with inflammable material were destroyed/, A string of 50 box 
cars were rocketed and all but 15 of. them were destroyed* During a 
catapult launch an AD-4W was damaged.. The tail hook extended upon 
initial" accelteration of the catapult. The launching bridle fouled or. 
the arresting hook and wrapped around the horizontal stabiliser and 
elevator causing severe damage to the empennage, . The aircraft vibrate 
so violently that it was impossible for LT B.E.'O'BRISN to maintain 
control and he was forced to ditch. Both he and his two crewman were 
rescued successfully ♦ 

On 15 September- flight operations were curtailed by bad weather. 
10 sorties were flown of which 8 were CAP a,nd ASP and two were weathex 
re ceo hops. 

On 16 September £3 sorties were flown. These sorties inflicted 
the greatest damage to date, including a hangar full of cimmunition, 
four locomotives damaged, three bridge spans dropped and over 200 
troops killed. After completion of runs on a bridge target LTJG J.K. 
KELLER and LCDR I.B. OILEY of VF-172 had a mid-air collision which 
damaged both aircraft but both returned to the force. KElLSR t s air- - 
craft had limited aileron control and no flaps. He landed hook up, 
bounced over the barriers and crashed into the parked planes on the 
starboard bow. A gasoline fire ensued. Heroic performances of duty 
were the predominant factors in the fighting of the fire. The flight 
deck personnel and squadron personnel nearest the crash made ccurageou 
efforts to aid the people injured by the initial explosion. Taking nc 
heed of personal safety they disarmed and removed ordnance loads 
and moved aircraft out of the danger zone \ In spite of all efforts 
the toll of the .crash was 3 dead, 2 missing a.nd 14 injured. Four air- 
craft were destroyed and four received damage requiring overhaul. 

On 17 September 63 sorties were- flown. Only one catapult was used 
since the other was subjected to an undetermined amount of heat in the 
fire of the previous evening* The targets were not plentiful and 
attacks were limited to vehicular equipment and the usual bridges. ; 

On l£ September the force retired to replenish. 29 sorties were' 
flown most of which were bridge strikes. 

On 19 September the final §4 sorties for this period were flown.. 
Bridges,- highway transportation and supply points were the primary tar 
gets. One AD-4L was lost after launching when the engine failed-. The 
pilot LT A.?7. BRYANT of VF-54 was rescued by helicopter. Following " 
the last recovery the ESSEX retired from the force' and steamed for 
Japan. 

20 September: No flight operations. 

21 September: Arrived Yokosuka, Japan for the first availability ( 
period. 
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III ORDNANCE 



DECLASSIFIED 



a. Machine Guns 

There is a material shortage in Oldsmobile Feed Mechanism: 
•for the Corsair, and AD wing guns. At present there are no " 
spares on the ship and the damaged, or defective mechanisms a: 
being repaired. This constitutes a drain on maintenance wit; 
an unsatisfactory performance of the guns in the air. The d< 
fective mechanisms" are almost exclusively left hand feeds. 
There are a few of the old type Davis Feed Mechanisms on bos : 
but they were ordered unserviceable by 0ML-GV-&-51. Further 
shortage exists in spare parts kits for these guns. At pres. ( 
it is necessary to draw a new gun and cannibalize for parts, 
This is another sap on manpower since guns must be de-preser< 
prior to the use of the parts. 

The cleaning facilities on. the ESSEX are designed for .5Q 
calibre weapons which makes gun cleaning a laborious process. 
The st>are guns carried on board are for the F9F and the AD,: 
and have no mount adaptors for the F4U-4B. As a result the 
gun mounts for the F4U-4B must be removed from the old guns t 
used on the new. 

The firing circuits in the f J)-4L have malfunctioned fre- 
quently, resulting in a five to fifteen second delay between 
the time the trigger is pulled and the time the gun fires. \ 
After exhaustive trouble shooting the cause of this malfunc- 
tioning has not been determined. The rear mounting brackets 
and charger retaining brackets in the outboard guns of the 
AD-4Ls have failed. RUDM's have been submitted on these de- 
fects and the brackets have been removed. This reduces the 
. strafing effectiveness by two 20MM guns. 

Gun jamming and faulty ma chine gun ammunition have not 

been a problem. — " 

This shin does not have adequate ready service stowage 
space for 20MM belted ammunition. The spaces available are 
designed for .50 calibre which does not satisfy 20M require-, 
ments. V 

The present rear charger mount on the F4U-4B is unsatis- 
factory. Tlany mounts can be moved so that the bolt stud wil* 
pass the charging lug. RUDAOs are being submitted. 
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Bombs 



The hard tire trucks give their loads a rough ride oyer 
the arresting wires and barriers on the flight deck. They 
should be replaced by pneumatic tires. 

. The Aero-14 Bomb Rack is considered unsatisfactory. The 
rack will not stand the strain of 250# bombs when the wings 
are folded and are working in the wind. The Mark 55. Bomb 
Rack is recommended. It has proved entirely satisfactory on 
the five AD-4Ls on which installed. ' ,: 

A. totfl 12 500# GP, 16 260#. fragmentation and 10 napalm 
bombs have Droved duds. No conclusive reason has been det- 
ermined but the fact that the failures all occurred during a 
short period indicates a bad group of fuzes. During these t" 
days several bombs were jettisoned on safe but exploded on ; 
impact. The arming wires were not brought back by the- air- 
craft. Several VT fuzed bombs have exploded prematurely. Af- 
release the bombs fell approximately 1000 feet and then ex-' 
ploded. 

In three instances the Mark 51 Bomb Rack tail arming 
solonoid plunger has burred with use thus postively arming 
the tail fuzes of bombs prior to being armed by the pilot. 

Rockets 

Rocket difficulties in the F2H-2 and F9F-2 consisted^of 
breaking of the pig tail connections at high speeds. Ipfe 
oresent pig tail will not stand the whipping caused atfjf^ _ 
reouired in regular strafing or rocket runs. The bes%;pf? : f^. ; 
spot correction for this fault has been the taping of the;, pi? ^ 
tail to the fins of the rockets keeping them taut and pre- .• 
venting any movement due to air flow. This , however, is not I 
a satisfactory fix for the problem. It is recommended that c | 
direct plug in electrical circuit in conjunction with the 
rocket launcher be considered, . . Y ^v^n*^ " 1 

^ 'A ' 
I V '■ 




CVG-5/A16-13 
Serial: 065-51 



Ordance expenditures for the operating period are as 



IGNITIONS 


- F9F 


. F2H 


; F4U 


AD 


TOTAL 


2000# GP 


'.. 








47 


47 


1000# GP 








35 


423 


45^ 


500# GP 








19s 


271 


469 


250# GP 


34 





464 


1439 


• 1937 


100# GP 


362 


92 


296 


1021 


2371 


260# Frag 


6 





552 


675 


1233 


350# m 








1 


7 




6.5" ATAR 


2ga 




10 


20 


499 


5.0" HSTAR 


33^ 




• 







506 


3.25" SH . 





< 


:, 6 


30 


36 


/ NAPALM 








133 


2S9 


422 


20MM 


96,417 


53,990 


113,020 61,565 


324,993 


Flares Mk 6 

















AN M12-INC 

















M-29"' Clusters 


"" 






19 


31 
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IV DAMAGE * 

a • Damage to Enemy 

TANKS 

TRUCKS 

CARS 

LOCOS 

OXCARTS 

HY BRIDGES . 

SUPPLY DUMPS 

FACTORY 

WAREHOUSES 

BKS & BUILDINGS 

GUN EMPLACEMENTS 

MORTAR EMPLACEMENTS 

LUMBER PILES 

HORSES 

VILLAGES 

BOATS 

POWER INSTALLATION 

BUNKERS 

RR YARDS 

RR TUNNELS. 

RR TRACKS 

RR CARS 

RR BRIDGES 

TROOPS KILLED 

RR BYPASS 

HWY BYPASS 

HANGARS '. 

FUEL DUMPS 

DiiMS 

van "': : 

com i and post 



Damaged 

1 . 
96 

5 
11 
40 
29 

8 

1 

8 

107 

.2 
1 



8 

367 
52 

11 
5 



T 
1 



Destroyed 

2 
48 
6 

3 
60 

10# 
1 

5 
70 
28 

3 



5 
1 
1 
4 
1 



245 
21# 
1072## v 
2** 
6** 

3 
2 

. 3. 



* These figures include only targets positively- identified- 
and the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or un-j 
identified targets were not tabulated, '"' 

# Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as 
destroyed. 

fo Damages where tracks are broken or cratered including bridg 
ramps and approaches ♦ J'; 

Includes river beds where fords have been built up. 

#§ 530 observed troop casualties 542 estimated casualties. 
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t b. Damage to own aircraft. 



DATE 



VF-51 



8-24-51 


F9F-2 


8-29-51 


Tt 


8-29-51 


tt 


9-^2 w 51.. 


!T 


9-2-51 


tt 


9-2-51 




9-3-51 


t? 


9-3-51 


tt 


9-4-51 


TT 


9-4-51 


tt 

IT 






9-4-51 


tt 


9-4-51 




9-4-51 


tt 


9-7-51 


tt 


9-16-51 


tt 



TYPE A/C DAMAGE 
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INFLICTED BY 



.Frag Holes - - ■■ . 
Erllet Holes' 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet. Holes - 
Bullet Holes 
Shrapnel Holes 
Elevator Cont. By Stick 
Rendered Inoperative 
A/C Burned Completely 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 

Presumed Fuel Sustem Rup- 
tured Causing Fire 
Bullet Holes 

A/C Exploded with Pilot. When 
A/C Exploded with Pilot When 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 



Unknown 
30 Calibre 

30 Calibre 

20MM 

30 Calibre 

Shrapnel 

Unknown 



50 Calibre (Aporox) 

30 Calibre 

40 MM (presumed) 

30 Calibre 
it hit Earth 
it hit Earth 
50 Calibre, A 
30 Calibre 



8-21-51 
8-30-51 

8- 30-51 

9- 11-51 



8-23-51 
. 8-24-51 
8-25-51 
8-25-51 
8-29-51 
8-31-51 

8- 31-51 
S-31-51 

9- 2-51 
9-7-51 
9-8-51 

9-8-51 
9-8-51 
9-8-51 
9-10-51 



8-21-51 
8-23-51 



F2H-2 

Tt 

» 
ft 



F4U-4B 

.. it; 

»t 
it 

tt 
ff 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 



AD-4 
AD-4L 



VF-172 

Bullet Holes 
Frag, Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 

VF-53 

Bomb Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 

Speed Ring Leading Edge ' 
Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Flak & Bullet Holes 
.Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes 

A/C Burned After Losing Oil 
. Bullet Holes 
Bomb Frag & Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
A/C Ditched in Water 
Bullet Holes 

■ ' VF-54 

Bullet Holes 
Bomb Frag Holes 



20MM-E 

Unknown 
30 Calibre 
Small Arms 



250# G.P. 

30 Calibre 

Ammo Link 

Small Arms 

27 Calibre 

37MM 50 Calibre 

37MM 

50 Calibre 

30 Calibre, A 
30 Calibre 
50 Calibre 
30 Calibre 

50 Calibre ( Pre sumed 
50 & 30 Calibre 



20MM-E 
250# G.P, 
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C-<cif-OX 


AJJ— tfXfr 




TT 


otO-5x 


ft 




Tt 




TT 










£-26-51 


AD-4L 








ATI J.T 


8-29-51 


it 


8-29-51 


TT 


£-30-51 


tt 


8-30-51 


Tt 


8-30-51 


IT 


8-39-51 


TT 


8-30-51 


Tf 


9-2-51 


Al>-4 


9-3-51 


AD-4L 


9-3-51 


n 


9-3-51 


AD-4 


9-3-51 


n 


9-4-51 


tt 


9-4-51 


AD-4L 




aD-4 


O 1 O 




y ( > 


Tf 




Tt 




tt 


9-11-51 


TT 


9-11-51 


TI 


9-11-51 


1 1 


O 1 O CI 

y-x^-ox 


It 




TT 




TT 


y-x^— px 




9-16-51 


AD-4L 


9-16-51 


AD-3N 


9-16-51 


AD-4L 


9-16-51 


AD-4 


9-17-51 


AD-4L 



Controlled Land. In Water 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 
Frag Holes" - • 

Plane Completely Disintegrated 
Plane Exploded in Air 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Frag Holes 
Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes 

A/C Completely Destroyed 
Bullet Holes 
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30 Calibre, A 

50 Calibre, A 

50 Calibre, A 

250# G.P. 



Flak Holes 

Frag Holes 

Flak Holes 

Flak & Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

"Frag Ho'lTes 

Oil Leak thur small hole in 
Engine Cowling 
A/C Exploded in Air 
Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes & Flak Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 
lErag Holes ■ . 

Bullet Holes 



30 Calibre, A 
40MM-E 

27 Calibre, K 
40MM-E 

27 Calibre, A 
37 Calibre, E 
27 Calibre 
27 Calibre 
36D# G.P. 
37MM-E 
30 Calibre 
Small Arms 
50 Calibre 
37MM 

260# G.P. 
37MM 

37MM & 30 CaU 

50 & 22 Calibre, A 

20MM-E 

37MM . • 

50 Calibre 

Ground Fire 
20MM-E 

20 & 37MM-E 

20MM-E 
20MM-E 

20MM-E 

2'OMM'. & 27 Calibre 

50 Calibre 

50 Calibre 

20MM 

20MM 

250# G.P.-E, E 
20MM-E 
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PERSONNEL ." 
a. Officer 




With the present-- allowance of aircraft, the number of pile 
assigned to each squadron is considered adequate for current 
operations* -V firm requirement exists for a qualified grounc 
ordnance officer capable of instructing pilots in bomb and f . 
selection, competent in armament maintenance and qualified ir 
supervision, direction and installation of ordnance. This re 
commendation was previously submitted and concurred with by 
Commander" 'Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 



b* Enlisted 

This Air Group deployed to WesPac with allowance of 606 . 
enlisted- personnel. This allowance includes, the basic squad- 
ron's allowance and the composite squadron detachments. Reec 
mendations were previously made to increase the enlisted ordr 
rates after the Air Group's first cruise. This recommendatic 
was given consideration and the complement increased,, however 
the requirement has been further increased by current operati 

c. Casualties 

The Air Group lost seven (7) pilots, one (1) aircrewman ai: 
four (4) flight deck crewman during the reporting period. 

LTJG Eugene Leo FRANZ, 504413/1315, USNR, VF-53 Separated 
from flight leader in instrument weather; no further con- 
tact* Missing in Action. ^ 

LTJG- Lorea Dicker son SMITH, 496603/1315, USNR, VC-35, 
BaLCH, Phillip Wendall, ..T^N, 325 36 20, USN, VC-35 
Aircraft observed to burn and crash into sea approximately 
five minutes after take-off ♦ List>d as dead. : 

LT Fra^k (n) 3ISTRUNK, 223752/1315 , USNR, VF-54 aircraft 
hit by anit-aircraft fire; crashed. Killed in Action* 

LTJG Ross Kay BRAMWELL, 49^061/1310. USN, VF-51 Aircraft 
hit by anit-aircraft fire; crashed. Killed in Action. 

LTJG James Joseph ASHFORD, 447202/1310, USN, VF-51 Crashed 
while making run on truck; cause unknown. Killed- in Actic 

LTJG Joseph Buford PuRSE, Jr., 506396/1315. USNR, VF-54 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire ; crashed. Killed in .- 
Action ■;-\; r :'A ■ :■ - ; V ■'.'. "'...< \ 
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During the recovery of aircraft, F2H Banshee bounced over; 
the barriers and crashed into a group of planes spotted 
forward on the flight deck. The following casualties 
occurred: 

LTJG John Kemp KELLER, 491960/1310, USN, VF-172, Listed 
as Dead. 

STEWART, William James, ADC, 332 42 50, USNR, VF-54, Liste 
as Dead. 

Bi'tRFI jLD, Wade Hilton, AD3 , 575 40 12, USN, VF-51. Listed 
as Dead. 

NEIFER, Earl Kenneth, AOC, 311 70 90, USN, VF-51. Listed 
as Missing. 

HARRELL, Charles Lamar, AA, 335 56 65, USN, VF-51. Listed 
as Missing. 
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a. 



Operations 



This ends the first period for this Air Group in the oper- 
ating area, which was characterized by the successful 
utilization of techniques developed prior to entering the 
operating area and the development of new techniques ga- 
thered from combat experience* 

The F9F-2 and the F2H-2 jet aircraft were used exclu- ; / 
sively on armed- reconnaissance flights and day CAP. On : j'\ 
August 25, 1951, 23 jet aircraft escorted Air Force heavy 
bombers on a high altitude bombing mission. This is be- : 
lieved to be the first time that naval jet aircraft have ■; <Kr- 
escorted Air Force planes over enemy territory during the - 
Korean Campaign. A proposed jet escort doctrine with 
diagrams is submitted as enclosure (1) to this report* ! 
The jet photo unit from VC-61 has done an excellent job / v- 
of Photo Reconnaissance and mapping. The F4U and AD, 
propellor aircraft were used for Close Air Support, inter* 
diction strikes, Naval Gun Spot, and Anti-submarine Patrol 

The night fighters and night attack pilots have been 
scheduled for day missions so they can become familiar ; 
with the operating area over which they must operate at 
night. 

With a large amount of North Korean supply movements 
being done at night because of the day interdiction mis- 
sion it is felt that a night carrier operating in this 
area would be very effective. 

The lack of adequate communication channels is defi- \ 
nitely a handicap while conducting armed reconnaissance 
and interdiction strike- missions. On these flights a 
large number of transmissions are necessary and assigned 
channels are over crowded. 

0n\ armed reconnaissance flights this. Air Group has hat 
the opportunity to use and evaluate three armed reconn- 
aissance tactical dispositions consisting of two, three 
and four plane formations. The two plane section had bee. 
used most exclusively by the jet squadrons of Task Force •• 
77 prior to arrival* Over a familiar route -the two plane 
section is satisfactory. The low man weaves across the 
road and the adjacent area at 1000 to 1500 feet above the * 
terrain and from 250 to 350 knots. The low man cannot 
navigate accurately or take notes if he maintains proper, 
surveillance of the area for camouflaged targets. The 
number two man must therefore keep the low man in sight, 
navigate, take notes * be in a position to make attaaks 
on targets pointed out by the low man and to supress AA 
positions. "* The two plane section could not be used of 
air opposi- 
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tion were present* The three plane armed reconnaissance 
is considered- optimum if air opposition is not expected. 
The number one man functions exactly as in the two plane 
flight. The number two man ! s only responsibility is to 
keep the low man in sight and attack targets. The number 
three man flys slightly below and 45 degrees behind the: 
number t%vo man so he can easily keep both planes in sight. 
He navigates, takes notes and coordinates his attacks with 
the other two planes. 

The four plane armed reconnaissance is slightly cumbersome 
but will be required when and if aerial opposition is imminejr 
In this formation the duties of the one, two, and three man ; 
are the same as in a 3 plane flight. The four man acts as a 
lookout and takes station abreast the number three man and 
weaves to maintain position. 

The Air Croup^ RESCAP Doctrine is especially fitted to the 
current conditions under which the sorties are flown. It is. 
assumed that the possibility of capture of a downed pilot in., 
the ocean is extremely remote and his capture if downed over ' 
enemy territory is very probable. Air opposition is not an 
actual problem but must be_ considered as an imminent threat. 
On these assumptions the RESCAP Doctrine is best described 
by example: 

(1) with a flight composition of eight aircraft one of which 
has been downed the flight leader maintains sufficient 
altitude to establish communications with a rescue agency. 
The remaining six aircraft are directed to orbit by sec- 
tion in three orbits each of which allows complete sur- 
veillance of a 120 degree sector from the position of the 
downed pilot. These circles are flown close enough to 
the downed pilot to keep him in sight, but not so close 
as to draw the attention of enemy ground forces to his 
position. From these circles enemy threats from any di- 

, rection can be attacked and suppressed with a minimum 
loss of time. The position of the sections of planes in 
the circles" are maintained so that one section keeps the 
downed pilot in- sight at all times. 

(2) Uith a flight composition of two aircraft one of which 
has been downed the airborne pilot has no choice but to 
alternately climb to altitude to establish communications 
with a rescue agency and dive to offer attack cover for 
the downed pilot. The individual situation must dicate 
the relative importance of the two needs in every case. 
As a rule of thimb it is believed more practical to get 
help as quickly as possible unless an immediate threat 

to the downed pilots safety is observed. 
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J > Jljghts composed: of three to seven aircraft the 
VnSt^if flo ? n *° § lve maximum protection: and minimum 
. indication of the downed pilot's position. Terrain ?nd 

^^t^° Siti ° n mUSt bS C0nside - d *» affording. 
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vii MiNTSNANCE DECLASSIFIED 

a. Conventional Maintenance 
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The low overhead on the hangar deck limits the areas where 
wing spreading and drop checks are possible to two areas, #3 
Elevator and the after half of Bay 3 • 

The ship is not equipped to stow the volume of spare parts 
needed to conduct combat operations. The modification of the 
ship resulting in limited hangar space makes it difficult to 
get downed aircraft to the maintenance area quickly. Such 
delays? result in reduced aircraft availability. 

Support of the propellor squadron's maintenance program 
has been excellent. No outstanding supply shortages exist 
at this time, * 

b. Jet Maintenance 



Considerable concern has arisen in the past over occasional 
surges in engine RPM during flight. .These surges are frequ- . ■ 
ently accompanied by momentary indications of fuel pump cdoout, 
i.e., intermittent blinking of the fuel pump warning light . 
It has also bean observed that the fuel pump warning light wilj. 
come on momentarily with rapid advancing of the throstle con- ■ 
trol. Inasmuch as there is little or no information available^ 
to the squadrons on the routine maintenance of the Turbo Jet 
Control or the main fuel pumps , difficulty has been experi- 
enced in trouble shooting this type of discrepancy. Removal 
and cleaning of the high pressure fuel filter in the control 
seemed to help, but it did not eliminate the power surges 
at high power settings. 

Operational and combat damage account for the major portion 
of the work load of the structures section. However, the 
presence of very capable and skilled personnel make loss of 
flight hours a minor problem. 

The Banshee has proven satisfactory for operations from 
the CV-27A class carrier, but highly skilled airmanship 
must be used in landing with a pitching deck. There have 
been two instances of landing struts being pushed up through 
the wing sections. The Banshee has proven that it can absorb 
flak damage with the best of the fleet f s aircraft , and it has 
an extremely tough engine. In two cases particles have- passed 
through the engines doing considerable damage to the blades, 
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but not causing undue vibration or engine stoppage. Failure of 
the fuselage supports of the catapult hook under stress of cata- 
pult launches with high loading have occurred in some 6f the air-? 
craft. The Banshee tailhook has a tendency to hang on* to the 
arresting gear when retracted. F2H service change #&k is con- 
sidered the answer to this difficulty and recommended as a re- 
quirement for all F2H-2s working from carriers. The J34 engine . 
is an easy power plant to replace. Working at a normal rate, a 
good crew' can change an engine, turn it up and calibrate it in lesc 
than two hours. A serious hazard" to flight deck personnel exists 
in flying parts of the catapult hold back rings at the time of 
launch. Occasionally they are picked up by jet blast and hurled 
with great force about the deck. It. is recommended that a suit- ; 
able retainer cover for these hold back rings be designed and 
issued to the fleet. 

In the F9F faulty flapper valves in the hydraulic system were 
allowing hook bounce on landing. The redesigned valve and dash- 
pot have eliminated this trouble. There is a shortage of parts 
for the installation of the AN/APG-30. VF-51 is experiencing 
considerable trouble with hook drops from the stinger position. 
This is attributed to the electrical circuits which are consider- 
ed too complex- and erratic to be practical. When the hook drops ; 
as the aircraft taxis forward, after landing, the Davis Barrier ■ 
is usally engaged and damaged. This necessitates long delays in 
landing operations while the Davis Barrier -tapes are re-rigged. 
To eliminate the problem of untimely hook drops VF-51 is ground- 
ing the hook raising circuit immediately below the holding relay. 
This is not a satisfactory answer* however, and a redesign of th$ 
control circuits is recommended. 



Amplified reports of the details of jet maintenance problems 
and their present corrections are entered in the monthly Jet 
Information Bulletin. 
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SQUADRON 


• 

• 


TOTAL ■ AVERAGE COMBAT AVERAGE PER PILO' 
COMBAT HOURS : HOUR PER PILOT : COMBAT FLIGHT 


VF-51 
VF-172 

VF-53 
VF-54 
VC-3 
VC-11 

VC-3 5 
VC-61 




624.5 : 
581.0 : 

1261.4 : 
1539.3 - : 
220.9 : 
190.5- : 
217.7 

130.6 : 


28.2 : 

22.3 : 

54.4 : 

53.1 : 

44.2 : . 
47.6 : . 

43.5 : ' 
. 32.4 : 


17.5 
12.0 

17.4 
14.5 
13.4 
16.7 
14.2 

20.7 




' TOTALS 




4760.9 : 

FLIGHT SUMMARY 


41.9 : 
BY SORTIES 


17.0 




A/C : F9F-2 : 


F9F-2P : F2H-2 : F4U-4B : F4U-5N : AD-4: AD-4N : AD-4W: TOTALS : 


SQD . :VF-51: 


VC-61 :VF172:VF-53 ?VC-3 :VF54: VC-3 5 : VC-11 : 




CAS : 




• ' *:<■.. * TO/. * 


O * TOO- 1 

c : 123; 4 : 




253 : 


NGF ; 


— — — * 


* —.—.«,■, * ^ * 


2 * * * 




8 : 


STRIKE : 




: . 256 : 


27 : 253: 12 : 




548 : 


CAP 


72 : 


: 126 : 11 : 


2 • • • 




211 : 


RECCO : 


246 : 


— - : 132 :— : 


• . • 




378 : 


PHOTO : 




92 :— : — : 


~" ™* *** a *™ ~ . " — • "™" . 




92 : 


PHOTO • 
ESCORT : 


58 : 


: 39 : — : 






97 : 


ASP 






4 : 50: 25 : 


67 : 


152 : 


NIGHT : 
HECKLER: 
















35 : — : 29 : 


n • 


64 : 


FLIGHT : 
ESCORT : 


11 : 


: 12 : — : 


■ . • . * » . 




23 : 


TOTAL : 


3*7. : 


92 : 309 : 403 : 


72 : 426: 70 : 


67 : 1626 








M. U. BEEBE 
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PROPOSED iNAVX JET . ESCORT OF AIR FORCE BOMBERS 




1. The Navy Jet Tactic sVpi^bosed' for cover of Air Force Bomber, 
aircraft is set forth be low v f 

A . Enemy ■ 

(a) Superiority in number of aircraft. 

(b) MIG-15 superior performance characteristics over F9F ' 
and F2K 

(c) Anticipate MIG-15 interception in strength oyer any 
target in North Korea. 

(d) G.C.I, operational and effective,, 

(e) Air contact will be made over enemy territory. 

(f) Enemy jet fighters will attack bombers as primary target. 

(g) Jet attacks will be made abaft the beam and generally 
within 045 degrees of line of flight. 

(h) AA will be encountered en route .and over target effective 
to 25 3 000 feet* 

B. Friendly Forces 

(a) Superior tactics and teamwork* 

(b) Bombers provide mutual air defense support with own 
armament, ' . 



* (c) Effective range of bomber guns is 2500 feet. 

(d) Tactical coordination impossible unless direct liaison 
between bomber and escort units possible. 

2. Based on the above assumptions the following items should be/ con- | f 

sidered in the planning and operational conduct of escort missions > 

of Naval aircraft. .;. . jj- }■■ 

■-. . ■ ^".^V.: -. - ^ ; - ; ■ - ; ■ " i ';,'v, 'VI 

(a) Provide maximum available jet aircraft up to a factor of 1*5 i f. 
escort plane per bomber* U 

(b) No escort missions be , assigned unless a factor of 75% escort n 
plane per bomber can be assigned and then only when known 
enemy aircraft defense and the target priority requires the U 
calculated risk* ; f 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

V 1 - 
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(c) Bomber aircraft provide simplified rendezvous with jet air- * 
craft. If at all practicable bombers should rendezvous with f 
jets over or in the vicinity of the jet parent carrier/carrie j 
G.C.I. will be of material assistance in effecting rendezvous ; 
particularly in bad weather* - j 

(d) Bomber command provide Navy escort with" detailed mission I 
plan, i.e. , rendezvous, approach course, evasive action, ' 
release altitude, retirement course etc© Close cover will i 
remain with bombers throughout mission. Roving cover will > \ 
be allowed tactical maneuverability within visual contact \ 
of base element unless engagement dictates otherwise. 

(e) Operational limitations of jet escort dictates that safety 

of flight responsibility rests with the jet tactical coor- I 
dinator. 

3 # Air Group FIVE escort tactics for the proposed type missions are 
derived basically from . USF-73. There are many variations required ; . 
due to the use of jet interceptors, however these variations do not 
deviate to the point that integration between Air Groups would cause 
complication. In order that the variations anticipated for escort 
missions be known the following escort tactics are set forth: 



Base Element 



30 Bombers 



Escort (Low Cover) 



12 Jets 



Escort (Roving Cover) 12 Jets 




ENCLOSURE (1) 
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From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIVE (1 October 1951 - 
31 October 1951) 

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3430.1 

1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) for 
inclusion in the Action Report of U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9). 

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 

a. The composition of the group follows: 



UNIT 



CVG-5 

CDR M, U. BEEBE 
VF-51 

LCDR E. M. BEAUCHAMP 
VF-172 

CDR M. E. BARNETT 
VF-53 

CDR H. J. TRUM, III 
VF-54 

CDR P. N. GRAY 



VC-3 (Det.) 
LT J. S. LAKE 

VC-11 (Det.) 
LT M. R. MILLER 

VC-35 (Det.) 

LCDR F. F. BERTAGNA 



TYPE 
A/C 



OPERATIONAL A/C 

lo/i io/3j 



None 
F9F-2 

m * 

F2H-2 
F4U-4B 

AD-2 

AD-4 
AD-4L 

F4U-5NL 
AD-4W 



AD-3N 
AD-4Q 
AD-4NL 



None 
16 

13 
16 



1 
6 



VC-61 (Det.) 
LT S. L. JAYNES 



F9F-2P 
TOTAL 



1 
1 

3 

70*** 



10/31 

None 
15 

11 

15 

3 

6 . 
3 

2 



3 
3 

69 



PILOTS 

10/1 10/31 



1* 
"»1 

24 
23 " 
28** 

5 
5 
5 

4 
116 



1 

21 

23 
21 

27 

5 
5 
5 

4 
112 



* 



The Air Group Commander flies regularly with VF-51 and VF-54. 
Includes Air Group Operations Officer. 
*** CVG-5 entered combat area with 70 aircraft. 2 F2Hs and 1 AD4W j^j 
were left ashore for replacement. J j 
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b. MISSION 

The primary mission of Air Group FIVE during the 
reporting period remained the" support of United Nations 
ground forces in Korea, This support was conducted in 
the form of interdiction of the enemy 1 s lines of 
communication. The Close Air Support missions had been 
cancelled when the Air Group was in the port of Yokosuka, 
Japan* The problems of interdiction remained much the 
same, there being only two changes of note. The appear- 
ance of a greater amount of rail traffic developed rail- 
cutting as a routine operation, and an increase in Naval 
Gunfire Support spotters gave an opportunity to partici- 
pate, in this important work. Night Heckler Missions 
still proved that., by far, the greatest percentage of 
enemy transportation is moving during the hours of dark- 
ness. Photographic missions were flown daily and netted 
excellent results in the identification of camouflaged 
targets and damage assessment in addition to special 
missions. AEW and ASP missions provided constant pro- 
tection against the possibility of enemy air or submarine 
action, although no contacts were made. 

An active combat evaluation of the F2H aircraft is being - 
pursued and tw» reports of the evaluation progress were 
submitted to CNO in accordance with instructions. 
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PART II: CHRONOLOGY 



The respite offered by the retirement of the ESSEX to the 
port of Yokosuka, Japan gave ] all hands an opportunity to 
reacquaint themselves with If fe ashore* Dttring the ten day 
period, maximum use was made' of rest camp facilities in the area. 
A total of three hundred enl|sted men and fifty five officers 
were given an opportunity to use the rest camps* During the 
entire in-port period, maintenance and replenishing operations 
were conducted. Damaged aircraft were off-loaded and replace- 
ments taken aboard, or repaired to service status.. Staff and 
Squadron Officers attended briefings and conferences at NavFE, 
FEAF, and Army GHQ where minor problems of communications, 
intelligence, logistics, and operations were discussed* (At 
the end of the ten days the Air Group was fitted with 73 aircraft 
of which 2 F2Hs and 1 AD4W were left ashore to be used for 
replacements as necessary)* All hands were facing the coming 
operation with confidence and quite ready to resume life at sea. 

Refresher operations were conducted on the way to the oper^ 
ating area, but inclement weather prevented combat operations 
on the first day the ESSEX rejoined Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN* 
The weather lifted during the night however, and offensive sorties 
were scheduled on the morning of 4 October . 

On 4 October, Air Group FIVE launched its first effort for 

the reporting period* Forty-six (46) sorties were flown over 

Korea with the Banshees of VF-172 taking rail and supply targets 
under fire. 

On 5 October, seventy^five (75) sorties were launched, the 
majority of which were interdiction flights. Additional emphasis 
had been placed on the effectiveness of rail cuts in place of 
bridge destruction in the case of easily by-passed crossing. 
Flights were ordered to crater tracks at regular intervals, 
thereby forcing the enemy to disperse his repair operations over 
a greater area. Corsair pilots led by Commander Herman J. TRUM, 
III, Commanding Officer of VF-55* flew a rescue Combat Air Patrol 
over a downed pilot from the BON HOMME RICHARD. In spite of, very 
heavy and accurate fire from positions on the ground, the Corsairs 
succeeded in neutralizing the immediate area and a helicopter 
rescue was effected* 

On 6 October, eighty-eight (£8) sorties were flown* While 
attacking a bridge on the road west of KOWON, LTJG C. I. TEAGUE, 
USN, of VF-54 was hit by flak. His plane exploded in the air and 
then crsahed into the ground* There was no chance of survival and 
LTJG TEAGUE was listed as killed in action. LTJG Max MORRIS had 
the privilege of making the ESSEX'S two thousandth catapult shot 
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without an accident. Banshee and Panther fighters bombed and 
strafed two troop concentrations killing an estimated seventy 
troops. 

On |E October, eighty-seven (#7) sorties were flown with the 
bombers and fighters assigned rail cutting missions and targets 
of opportunity, Four series of cuts were laid with a total of 
thirty-eight (3#) cuts in all. Corsairs flew another rescue 
CAP mission over a downed South African Air Force pilot. 
Unfortunately, the pilot was not recovered. 

On # October, the force retired to replenish. 

On 9 October, eighty-one (&L) sorties were flown. Banshee 
jets led by LCDR James B, CAIN, Executive Officer of VF-172, found 
one train with three live locomotives just after sunrise. The 
train was stopped by strafing and 100# bombs. Prop sorties later 
in the day and for two days following pummelled the train using 
it as a dump target when assigned targets were obscured by weather. 
The entire train was useless at the end of the attacks. During 
the day twenty-eight (2d) rail cuts were sewed in two stretches 
of track each about three miles long. 

On 10 October, eighty-four (&4) sorties were flown. For the 
first time Night Hecklers were armed with napalm and found it to 
be an excellent weapon for night harrassing of the enemy truck 
convoys. Weather curtailed operations for a few hours in the late 
morning but all hops were flown on a later schedule. Having been 
hit by enemy ground fire, LT Sam CHESSMAN of VF-53 was forced to 
fly his Corsair to K-lS and land. The landing was made without 
incident, but CHESSMAN broke his leg when he slipped off the oil 
covered wing of his plane and was hospitalized. 

On 11 October, eighty-four (34) sorties were flown again. 
Night Hecklers armed with napalm and bombs razed highways west 
of YANGDOK. Day flights were assigned supoly points found in 
photographs from the day previous. Excellent results were observed. 

On 12 October, the force retired to replenish. Sixty-one (61) 
bags of mail were waiting on the decks of the service force 
vessels, the biggest load of news from home to date. 

On 13 October, nineteen (19) sorties were flown in spite of 
adverse weather conditions. Best targets of the afternoon were 
direct hits into the mouths of tunnels. On two instances the 
tunnels were closed off with land slides, and, in a third, a 
secondary explosion after the impact indicated that a locomotive 
hiding within had been hit. To further insure the stoppage of 
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hiding locomotives, rail cuts were made outside both ends of 
three tunnels with a total of seventeen (17) craters. 

On 14 October, four (4) sorties were flown. Operations were 
then cancelled because of the fringe weather of Typhoon Ruth, 

On 15 October, forty-*five (45.) sorties were flown with 
weather over the target area making offensive missions difficult. 
An excellent recovery of the last nop was made by LSOs whc 
brought all the aircraft to safety in spite of equally winds and ■ 
a violently pitching deck. 

On 16 October, the weather lifted and eighty-six (66) sorties 
were flown. Assigned bridge targets, ^Ds and P4Us dropped spans 
on three (3) bridges and damaged six (6) others. Jet coverall 
flights and reconnaissance flights attacked rail gargets and 
rolling stock with a total of two (2) locomotives damaged and 
sixteen (16) boxcars and gondolas destroyed. While searching 
the road near MAJON-NI, LCDR Irad Blair OXLEY, Operations Officer 
of VF-172, was hit with ground fire. Absence of radio trans- 
mission indicated that the pilot was hit. His aircraft dived and 
crashed into the ground. There was no possibility of escape and- 
OXLEY was reported as killed in action. During the evening hops, 
Night Hecklers armed with napalm found four convoys on the high- 
ways west of YANGDOK. They napalmed, then strafed in the light 
of the fires. Following' up with bombing runs, they accounted for 
an estimated twenty-five (25) trucks destroyed and many more 
damaged. ' 

On 17 October, the force retired to replenish. 

On l& October, fifty-one (51) sorties were flown. Inclement 
weather began closing in in the afternnon, Bomber strikes and 
fighter sweeps hit targets of opportunity along rail rights of 
way and highways. 

On 19 October, twenty-r-nine (29) sorties were flown, and a 
full replenishment* operation w^s conducted in addition. Three 
trains were found by Night Heckler flights and effectively 
stopped before daylight. Day flights finished up the job leaving 
the trains severly damaged and the locomotives destroyed. 

On 20 October, bad weather set in again but failed to cancel 
flight operations, and twenty- four (24) sorties were flown. 
Broken low cloud layers over the target areas made offensive ' 
missions largely ineffective. 

On 21 October, marginal weather threatened most of the day 
but seventy- six (76) sorties were flown* Skyraider flights had 
good success against rail and bridge targets. 
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LCDR Russell LEQKtlDER, Executive Officer of VF-54, and a top 
bomber in the grouj scored direct hits on six bridges and with 
his flight succeeded in knocking spans from four (4) of then*. 

On 22 October^ clear weather permitted seventy-seven (77) 
sorties to be flo%. Jet coveralls and sweeps found two (2) 
trains and several:], supply points which they bombed and strafed, 
effectively stopping the locomotives for subsequent destruction 
by the props. One train, on an upgrade detached the last car, 
which rolled runaw# down the hill. Both it and the main portion 
of the train were attacked and destroyed. Naval gunfire missions 
flown by LT N. E. CURRY and tTJG James R. FOSTER of VF-53 
received a well done from ComCruDiv THREE for an outstanding job 
of gunfire spotting and neutralization of shore batteries which 
had taken the surface ships under fire. 

On 23 October the force retired to replenish. 

On 24 October, ninety-fotar (94 > sorties were flown* Principal 
targets were bridges and sections of rail lines that had been 
spotted in use by the Night Hecklers. For the first time the Night 
Hecklers had found convoys of ammunition trucks on the highways 
and explosions followed good hits on at least ten (10) separate 
trucks. The AD and F4U flights sowed a total of twenty-five (25) 
rail breaks. In the afternoon an Air Force B-29 was followed and 
crippled by enemy aircraft. As the B-29 approached the east coast 
near WONSAN she called to the Navy for assistance, A rescue CAP 
was flown over the downed airmen after they had abandoned the 
aircraft. Naval small craft and destroyers recovered eight (8) 
of the eleven (11) men who had bailed out. 

On 25 October, ninety-three (93) missions were flown. Photo- 
graphs from the previous day indicated camouflaged targets along 
the highway west of YANGDOK. Excellent results were forthcoming 
when the camouflaged targets proved to be suoply points, a dozen 
of which were left burning by the attacking aircraft. LTJG 
Robert DOSS, USN, of VF-172 experienced a cold shot from the 
* catapult and his Banshee hit the water just ahead of the port bow. 
The aircraft was struck by the ship. DOSS was recovered quickly 
by the helicopter and suffered mild shock and bruises. 

On 26 October, ninety-six (96) missions were flown, represent- 
ing the biggest effort made by the Air Group for this period. 
Primary targets were rail breaks and bridges. Following two (2) 
runs from which LTJG William BURGESS of VF-54 scored direct hits 
dropping the span of a bridge, he returned to make a photo run and 
his aircraft was struck by groundfirs. BURGESS headed for the Sea 
of Japan. As he near ed the coast his engine stopped and he glided 
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to open water where he ditched. Rescue was made within range of 
the shore batteries by the USS CONWAY, DDE 507. LTJG Ed LANEY 
led rescue cover planes which engaged in thwarting fire from the 
beach which threatened the success of the rescue. 

On 27 October the force retired to replenish. 

On 2$ October, seventy-three (73) missions were flown of which 
twenty (20) were a part of a coordinated strike against the enemy 
industrial targets at SONKHYON. Previous intelligence indicated 
intense and accurate flak and the possibility of enemy air 
opposition. The attack was carried out as follows. Jets and Cor- 
sairs assigned to the mission of ground fire suppression led off 
the dives on known gun emplacements. Immediately the ground fire 
was drawn to them the ADs assigned to bombing missions commenced 
their runs. Ground fire suppression was so effective that six (6) 
runs were made by the base element of which four (4) were bomb 
drops and two (2) were fire-bomb and napalm drops. Upon completion 
of the attack the strike group reformed and returned to the ship 
with the fighters flying cover. Of the aircraft launched on this 
mission none were hit with enemy fire. Later in the day while on 
a bridge assignment the F4U piloted by Ensign R. A. BATEMAN, USNR, 
of VF-53 was hit by flak. The burst came just under One wing and 
approximately ten (10) feet of the wing was destroyed. The air- 
craft began to gyrate violently and then dove to the ground and 
exploded on impact. No chance of survival was indicated and 
Ensign BATEMAN was listed as killed in action. 

On 29 October, eighty-one (31) sorties were flown with rail 
cuts and bridges again the primary target for the day. One strike 
was scheduled to attack a strategic target located in the out- 
skirts of the town of KAPSAN* One thousand pound bombs armed with 
VT fuzes obliterated the target consisting of sixteen (16) build- 
ings. 

On 30 October, eighty (80) sorties were flown against transpor- 
tation targets. The harvest season had brought an increased 
amount of road traffic for the preceding three (3) days. This 
traffic in the form of trucks and carts drawn by beasts of burden 
afforded the communiate excellent opportunity to smuggle supplies 
under the guise of fall crops. This opportunity was used by the 
enemy and attacks on carts and trucks brought secondary explosions 
and obvious oil and gas fires to indicate that military stores 
were in transit. The biggest number of rail cuts for a single day 
were made. Forty-three (43) cuts for this day and a total of over 
ninety (90) cuts for the past three (3) days. 

On 31 October, the force retired to replenish. Following 
replenishment the ESSEX w s relieved on station by USS BON HOMME 
RICHARD and the ESSEX proceeded to Yokosuka for maintenance, liberty 




and recreation* 
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PART III: ORDNANCE 

a. MACHINE GUNS 

The ready ammunition lockers are hot adequate for stowage 
of ready service ammunition. Belted ammunition is stacked in 
passageways and catwalks outside of stowage spaces. The present 
machine gun cleaning facilities are designed .for 50 caliber 
machine guns, Conversion for 20MM use is being studied but space 
limitations are such that the problem is not easily resolved. 
Cleaning, oiling and handling has t© be accomplished on the flight 
deck or hangar deck. 

There are no spare part kits for 20MM guns* It is 
necessary to draw a new gun to replace parts which are broken. It 
takes six (6) man hours to depreserve new guns that are drawn. It 
takes another six (6) man hours to change the front mount adapter 
for the F4U-4B because all guns on board are equipped for the AD 
and F9F aircraft. 

There is still a critical need for Oldsmobile feed mech- 
anisms . At present it is necessary to repair the broken mechanisms 
or to scavenge feed mechanisms from downed aircraft. The only 
spare feed mechanisms aboard are the Davis type which were to be 
discarded in accordance with OML-GV-8-51 . Nine out of ten of the 
faulty mechanisms are left-hand feed. All new feed mechanisms 
must be modified to fit the feed mechanism heaters which requires 
about four (4) man hours per feed mechanism. 

After several incidents in which bombs were dropped in a 
safe condition because arming wires were being pulled from arming 
solenoids by the airstream at high speeds, the jet squadrons have 
adopted the policy of staying below 200 kts I.A.S., clear all 
surface units and energizing the arming circuits. This system 
has not been fully evaluated but indications are that it will 
solve the problem. The possibility of inadvertently releasing an 
armed bomb is realized and safety precautions have been stressed. 

The gun chargers on the F4U-4B are unsatisfactory in that 
they cannot be charged or put in a safe position with any degree 
of certainty. An RuDAOE has been submitted and the F4U squadron 
has improvised a temporary installation to hold the charger more 
securely. 

The 20MW machine guns on the ADs, F9Fs and F2Hs was 
excellent. There has been very little trouble with gun stoppages 
where installation of the New Oldsmobile gun feed mechanism has 

been accomplished.. The F9F encountered some hydraulic failures 
which accounted for several stoppages 



^perial 072-51 ■■ ^ 
31 October 1951 



b* BOMBS 

Bomb skids are not suitable for pushing the length of the 
flight deck across arresting r^ear and barrier cables* It is felt 
that bomb skids should be equipped with pneumatic tires* 

There is still a critical shortage of 13^55 bomb racks on 
board. Once the MK55 racks have been fitted for use on a particular 
air foil it is difficult to convert for use on a different airnlane 
making interchangeability undesirable* 

The primary cause of Jiung-wing bombs on the F4U and AD 
aircraft has been a loose electrical plug connection between the 
Wing and MK55 bomb racks. Although perfect fit is not obtained the 
electrical circuit will generally check but without a bomb 
attached* However when a bomb is installed the weight of the bomb 
will cause the electrical plug to pull out slightly and result in 
an unsatisfactory electrical connection* The F2Hs and ADs with 
the Aero 14A bomb rack have had a similar trouble when the Aero 14A 
rack was not properly secured to the wing and caused a poor 
electrical circuit resulting hung bombs* w 

On the AD aircraft there were two cases in which the 
ejector foot assembly and cartridge retainers in the bomb ejectors 
were lost when the cartridges were fired* A 1000# and 2000# bomb 
were carried on the center stations in these cases* The cause for 
these losses was the failure of the bomb ejector piston retaining 
key*' A contributory factor to this key breakage was the tendency 
of the bomb ejector key clamp assembly to become deformed* . This 
clamp assembly is checked each time the ejector is loaded* No 
spare keys or clamp assemblies are available on board which 

necessitates obtaining these parts from new complete bomb ejector 
units* 

c* ROCKETS 

Several cases have occurred in which the locking pins in- 
the pigtail connections have failed when inserted in the igniter, 
resulting in a disconnected pigtail in flight and a hung rocket. 
It was found necessary to exercise extreme care while plugging in 
rockets to avoid damaging these pins* 

The rocket pigtails continue to break even though they were 
taped to the rocket fin and the weak links were reinforced by tap- 
ing arming wire splints* . It is believed that the firing blast 
from the adjacent rocket plus the high slipstream speed contributes 
appreciably to the pigtail failure* 
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d. Ordnance expenditures for the operating period are as 
follows: 




MUNITIONS 


F9F 


F2H 




AD 


TOTAL 


2000# GP 








117 


117 


1000# GP 








735 


735 


500# GP 






233 


140 


473 


250# GP 






$71 


2237 


3103 


100# GP 


631 


562 


659 


491 


2343 


260# Frag 






172 


226 


393 


350# DB 








10 


10 


6,5" ATAR 




96 


33 


. 156 


340 


5.0" HVAR 




60 


457 


121 


633 


3^.25" SH 








71 


71 


NAPALM 






11 


45 


56 


20MM 


49,299 


79,736 


90,340 69,125 233,500 


AN M12-INC 








59 


" 59 



-10- 



. "J v 




PART IV: DAMAGE* 



tal 072-51 
31 October 1951 




DAMAGE TO ENEMY 

TANKS 

TRUCKS 

LOCOS 

OXCARTS 

HWY BRIDGES 

SUPPLY DUMPS 

FACTORIES 

WAREHOUSES 

BKS & BUILDINGS 

GUN EMPLACEMENTS 

VILLAGES 

BOATS 

RR YARDS 

RR TUNNELS 

RR TRACKS 

RR CARS 

RR BRIDGES 

TROOPS KILLED 

RR BY-PASSES 

FUEL DUMPS 

VANS 

COMMAND POSTS 



DAMAGED 

1 

45 
11 

4# 
3 

11 

19 
16 

3 
10 
4 

166 
10 



2 
1 



DESTROYED 



$ 

23 

2 
1 



102 

19 
1 
"6 



557% 
31 
23 
3S4## 
10** 
1 
2 



* These figures include only targets positively identified and 
the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or unidentified 
targets are not tabulated. 

# Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as 
destroyed. 

% Damages where tracks are broken or cratered are counted as 
rail cuts. 

** Includes river beds where fords have been built up. 

## 295 observed casualties and &9 estimated casualties based on 
dispatch reports from the ground forces in Korea. 
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DATE TYPE A/C DAMAGE 



VF^l 



10-6-51 F9F-2B 

10-20-51 F9F-2 

10-.22-51 F9F-2B 

10-24-51 F9F-2 

10-25-51 F9F-2B 

10-26-51 F9F-2 

10-26-51 M 



10-5-51 
10-6-51 
10-6-51 
10-7-51 
10-9-51 
10-9-51 
10^9-51 
10-9-51 

10-9-51 

10-9-51 

10-21-51 , 

10-21-51 

10-25-51 

10-23-51 

10-29-51 



F4U-4B 
n 

it 



« 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



10-4-51 
10-6-51 



AD-4L 
AD-4 



10-9-51 
10-9-51 
10-16-51 AD-4N 



AD-4L 
tt 



10-16-51 AD-4Q 
10-18-51 aD-4 

10-24-51 AD-2 
10-24-51 AD-4 
10-24-51 aD-4 
10-24-51 AD-4L 



Bullet Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes ' 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Frag Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Ruptured #8 cylinder and 

push rod 

Bullet penetrated exhaust 
stack 

Bullet Holes 

Frag Holes 

Frag Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Plane crashed 

Ruptured hydraulic line 

to landing gear 

VF-54 
Bullet Holes 

Loss of A/C due to A A fire 



Shell Holes 
Frag Holes 
Severed wing flap 

Frag Hole s 
Frag Holes 

Bullet Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 



INFLICTED BY 

Small Arms, 38 cal. 

Unknown 

50 cal. 

12.7 MM 

20MM 

37MM 

30 cal rifle 



50 cal. 
20MM 
30 cal. 
50 cal. 
Unknown 
50 cal. 
50 cal, 
50 cal. 

50 cal. 

50 cal. 
Unknown 
Unknown 
30 cal. 
37MM 
30 cal. 



20MM 

Tracers high 
explosives time 
fuzed . 

High explosive. 
High explosive 
Armor piercing 
projectile 
Unknown 

ij-rmor piercing 
projectile 
30 cal.- A 
Unknown 
30 cal.- A 
30 cal .-A 
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DATE 



VF-54 Cont'd 



TYPE A/C DAMAGE 



INFLICTED BY 



10-24-51 AD-4L Flak Holes 

10-25-51 AD-4 Flak Holes 

10-25-51 AD-2 Bullet Holes 

10-26-51 AD-4 Oil lines & engine damaged 

10-26-51 AD-4NL Flak Holes 

10-23-51 AD-4L Bullet Holes 

10-20-51 AD-4 Bullet Holes 

10-26-51 AD-2 Bullet Holes 

10-29-51 AD-4L Bullet Holes 

10-29-51 AD-4 Bullet Holes 

10-29-51 AD-4L Bullet Holes 

10-30-51 AD-4 Frag & Bullet Holes 

10-30-51 AD-4 Flak Holes 

10-30-51 AD-4 Fort spar cap broken at 

hinge of port stub wing 



F 
F 

- A 



37MM - 

90MM - 

30 cal 

37MM - F 

37MM - E 

50 cal. 

30 cal. 
30 cal - 
50 cal - 

30 & 50 cal - A 
20MM - A 

Unknown-E, 50 cal-A 
Flak 

Unknown - E 



A 
A 



VF-172 



10-4-51 
10-5-51 
10-11-51 

10-16-51 
10-22-51 



F2H-2 



Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Stbd electrical coaxial 

cables and radio 
Planes destroyed 
Bullet Holes 



30 cal. 20MM - EF 
20MM - E 
50 cal - I 

Unknown 
30 cal.- A 
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PART V: PERSONNEL 
a* OFFICER 

A pilot factor of 1.5 for all squadrons is considered 
essential upon deployment* Th§ attrition during the first two 
(2) operating periods has reduced the factor in two (2) squadrons 
to 1«3 and each of the other squadrons has lost pilots* It is 
believed that with a factor of 1.5 a squadron can complete a 
normal combat tour without replacements. At ComAirPac f s dispatch 
request, CO, U.S.S. ESSEX made ; the following recommendations to 
CTF 77: M 0n basis of 2 Jet a^ 2 Prop squadrons 1.5 pilot factor 
recommended both types. 5 pilots for 3 plane and 6 pilots for 4 
plane composite units. Present photo requirements make 6 pilots 
for 3 planes very desirable*" 

There remains a need for a qualified ground ordnance 
officer on the CVG staff. Previous recommendations have been 
submitted. The present operations require that a qualified ground 
maintenance officer be assigned to each squadron in order to attain 
the highest availability. Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE is the 
only squadron in the Group that has not been assigned a ground 
maintenance officer. 

b. ENLISTED 

Difficulties have been encountered in operating with an 
on~board count below authorized allowance. The following is a 
break-down of the enlisted personnel status as to losses by 
transfers and discharges under current directives for the past 
month and the anticipated losses for the month of NOVEMBER: 







ON 


OCTOBER 


ANTICIPATED 


SQUADRON 


ALLOWANCE 


BOARD 


LOSSES 


LOSSES 


CVG-5 


17 


16 








VF-51 


119 


114 


4 


3 


VF-53 


109 


106 





2 


VF-54 


132 


124 


3 


7 


VF-172 


140 


121 





5 


VC-3 


30* 


30 








VC-11 


2d* 


2g 





1 


VC-35 


43* 


43 








VC-61 


20* 


20 








TOTALS 




602 


7 


ii 



* This assumes the on board count for Composite Squadrons to be 
the allowance. 
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PART V: PERSONNEL 
C. .MORALE 

Under the present heavy workload of continuous operations, 
the performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has 
been a factor requiring no special attention. 

d. CASUALTIES ^ 

The Air Group lost four (4) pilots during the reporting 
period as follows: 

LTJG Cordice Isaac T1AGUE , 465417/1310, USN, VF-54. 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire during recovery from 
dive bombing run, crashed in flames. Killed in Action, 

LCDR Irad Blair OXLEY, 16 5618/13 10, USN, VF-172, 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire on Armed Recco flight. 
Exploded upon impact with ground. Killed in Action. 

LTJG Samuel Richard CHESSMAN, 521324/1310, USN, VF-53. 
Received broken leg upon disembarking from damaged air- 
craft. Transferred to U.S.S. CONSOLATION, 

ENS Richard Allen BATEMAN , 538138/1325, USNR, VF-53. 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire during glide bombing 
run, crashed and burned. Killed in Action. 

e. READY ROOMS 

As a result of the inadequate Ready Room situation a 
study was made of space and facilities to meet the demands of a 
fourth Ready Room. Ready 2, previously located in the forward 
end of the wardroom, was moved into the wardroom lounge, 
compartment A-212L. The movement of teletype, inter-communication 
unit, telephone, status board, etc., was accomplished without 
necessity of alterations. The end result was an adequate Ready 
Room which accommodates 27 pilots and has relieved the congested 
situation of two squadrons sharing Ready Room 4. The wardroom 
lrunge in turn was moved to the space previously designated Ready 
Room 2 without undue interference with messing and the general 
concensus of opinion -of officers is that it has advantages 
over the previous arrangement. The interest of the ship in 
accomplishing the move in exact conformance with the design 
suggested and the expeditious accomplishment <?f the work involved 
is worthy of special mention. 
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PART VI: OPERATIONS 



This ends the second period for Air Group FIVE in the oper- 
ating area, which was characterized by several changes in the 
methods of carrying out the (primary mission, the interdiction of 
the enemy transportation sy|tem. During the first period in the 
operating area, key bridges "were considered primary targets. 
During the second period rail, breaking of main rail arteries was 
included as a target for interdiction. It is felt that by break- 
ing rails away from town and' AA emplacements that more damage could 
be inflicted to the enemy without exposure of strike group to 
intense AA. The enemy is still able to rebuild bridges and rail 
breaks in a surprisingly short period of time. 

On 28 October 1951, a special strike mission was flown 
against an important supply b enter near KAPSAN, Korea. The 

strike was led by CCVG-5, and was composed of 4 F2H, 8 F4U, 8 
AD of CVG-5 and 4 F9F, 8 F4U and 8 AD of CVG-l?. The Sets 
preceded the strike group in the attack, strafing and pocketing 
known AA positions, and were followed by the Corsairs armed with- 
VT bombs for flak suppression. The AD elements armed with 1000#, 
250#, napalm and incendiaries followed the Corsairs and bombed 
specifically assigned targets of warehouses and barrack areas. 

The evaluation of post strike photographs showed that 35$ of 
the target completely destroyed, which is considered excellent 
for the number of aircraft involved. The tactics used were ' 
basically those of WWII. Although, intense AA fire was encountered 
no aircraft were shot down although six runs were made. After 
each run a complete rendezvous of the strike group was made and 
the target approached from a different direction. 

The F9F and F2H aircraft were used exclusively for fighter 
sweeps, armed reconnaissance and day CAP. 

For Combat Air Patrol air controllers have been requested to 
give a 3-5 mile lateral offset followed by a pursuit curve inter- 
cept with a straight-away of one to two miles on low speed targets 
(below 250 knots). This provides jet interceptors with a tactical 
advantage over the prop fighters and attack airplanes without the 
hazard of pulling in front of the bogies as has happended 
consistantly when planning the intercept for the beam or ahead 
of the beam attack position. Furthermore, when bogies altitude 

information is poor (the rule rather than the exception), the 
CAP is better able to search through a greater altitude differ- 
ential between 10 and 2 o'clock. It is not unusual for the CAP 

to be vectored at 20,000 feet for a bogie of unknown altitude 

and for the CAP to sight the bogie at 2,000 to 4,000 feet. It 

is extremely difficult to search directly below and/or behind in 

the F9F and F2H. 
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PART VI: OPERATIONS 



The four (4) pilot photo team from VC-61 remained on top for 
total missions per pilot. The' detachment had excellent results 
and added greatly to the success of the mission. 

The detachment from VC-ll -continued to fly the Anti-Sub Patrol 
for the defense of the task group without incident* 

The F4U4Bs were used for ifeval Gun Fire Spot, Strike Missions, 
Weather Recco and a few. CAP. flights. The . AD-?4§. wegejused. fgr . 



strike missions and Anti-Sub Rat rol escorts. The F4U and AI 
bombing accuracy improved considerably during this period. 

.Long, delay fuzes, $ to 15 Seconds, were used several times 
during this period with very effective results. It allowed the 
pilots to make drops at a minimum altitude and a slower air soeed, 
resulting in greater damage per bomb dropped. These low level 
drops were made in open co .unfcry as well as in mountainous 

terrain. 

Over- crowded communication channels still remain a handicap 
under the present operating conditions. A request has been made 
to CTF-77 for the assignment of a separate air tactical channel. 

Both jet squadrons are convinced of the value of carrying 100 
or 250 pound bombs instead of rockets. Rocket targets have been 
almost non-existent since arriving in the Korean Area in August. 
Bombing accuracy improved steadily and the total destruction and 
damage results was gratifying. 

The bombing, strafing and rocket attacks with the Banshee 
are made from altitudes of eight to twelve thousand feet, in dives 
of forty to sixty degrees. This procedure results in better 
accuracy with bombs and rockets, more effective strafing due to 
impact angle and time on target and, with simultaneous runs from 
various directions, affords A A protection by dividing the fire and 
reduces the enemy's overall firing time to a minimum. 

The night detachments on board did an outstanding job during 
this period. The night hecklers found lucrative targets on the 
early morning flights that resulted in strike flights being 
diverted to help destroy enemy trains 'during the day. 

All Night Heckler missions were conducted in two plane sections. 
Various tactical procedures were evaluated and tactics employed by 
this team were the result of compromise. The state of the weather, 
of course, was an all important factor. On clear nights it was 
practicable to break the section into single plane, units, each 
plane harassing the enemy individually. The two planes stayed 
within five to ten miles of each other. Contact was maintained by 
spotting of bomb blasts and flare drops, previously arranged 
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rendezvous points, and visual navigation. The planes, under 
these conditions, were able to assist one another at all times. 
In case of inclement weather, all the above listed means of 
maintaining contact broke down, and it was essential that the 
section remain intact, 

t ao tl&ii°?iM??o!s? ilix^iiheFSfH^AiihgSgS^hii s&Hir 1 

found too difficult for the wingman, in so doing he lost his 
ability to navigate and search for targets. 

The night detachments on board are evaluating a method of 
recovery or aircraft on a black night with little or no horizon. 
It is believed that a dangerous situation exists using the. break- 
up procedure outlined in current USF publications, beginning 
when the sectien passes close aboard the starboard side and con- 
tinuing until the ISO turn to the downwind leg is completed. 
The wingman at night must immediately go from flying a contact 
wing position to instrument flying with the ever present 
possibility of vertigo at a very low, altitude. Daring the 
first period in combat the VFN detachment aboard lost an F4U 
under such conditions, 

To alleviate or eliminate this situation, the following 
procedures are recommended. 

a. Sections should maintain a race track pattern along 
the ship's heading. Break-up should be made in level flight 
going downwind at a minimum altitude of 500 feet using a twenty 
second interval. Using this procedure, each pilot has an 
opportunity to remain oriented with the lights of the duty 
carrier and plane guard; it also gives each pilot an opportunity 
to prepare for his approach with ample time to set up for 
instrument flight prior to going to the 300 feet required at the 
normal break-up point, By starting the turn to the downwind 
leg close ahead, no confusion exists as to the position of the 
carrier or to the plane guard destroyer which is used as a turn- 
ing reference.. (See next page for diagram). 

b. Time involed using the above procedures compares 
favorably with the standard procedures recommended by current 
USF's., 
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31 October 1951 

PART VII: MAINTENANCE 

a. JET MAINTENANCE 

F2H-2 maintenance offered no serious problems for the 
reporting period. One aircraft sustained a hit from a .50 
caliber bullet in the rudd,er Cable coupling assembly which 
resulted in the aircraft being AOd for a period of ten days. 
Equipment for repairing the damaged cables was not available*. 
F2H-2 catapult hook difficulties has been reported by separate 
correspondence. 

It is evident from experience in attempting structural 
repairs that- high shear rivet facilities and heat treating ovens 
for small parts should be installed on aircraft carriers. Such " 
equipment '-rould facilrltiate repair thereby eliminating the 
importance of delay intransporc of spare parts or replacement 
aircraft. 

F9F-2 maintenance problems were confined to *':wo instances. 
Fuel contaniratiory va^ discovered in one aircraft, following a 
flight during wh:»,eh r,he fuel low boost warning light indicated 
fuel bypasu of the lev: pressure fuel filter. The filter was 
removed and found clogged with an unknown substance. After clean* , 
ing the filter and conducting a haif^hour turn-up the aircraft 
flew an hour and half test hop successfully. The aircraft was 
then kept on deck for abo'dt a. week after which a turn-up was not 
satisfactory, the engine RPK being restricted to 15$* Investi- 
gation, revealed the fuel pressurizing and shut~off cock badly 
corroded. The fuel cell was opened and found to contain large 
amounts of the same unknown contaminating substance* The upper 
main fuel pump and the turbo-jet control were corroded and not 
functioning properly* All fuel control units were replaced by 
new unHs and the engine checked carefully* A sample of the 
contaminated fuel 'was analyzed bv ComServPac and the report stated 
that the sample- contained „Ll5/ 14* AvGas and salt watar. It further 

stated that, the salt water contained organic matter similar to 
that normally found in bottoms of shore aqua systems using salt 
water displacement. 

A flame- out occurred (the first that VF-51 has experienced) 
at twenty thousand feet during an acceleration from &l$ to 97#» 
Apparently it was caused by the sticking of the barometric control* 
To eliminate recurrence a check of the barometric control unit 
was placed on the thirty hour check, list. It is believed that the 
failure was caused by the poor lubricating qualities of 115/145 
octane gasoline with 3% lube oil and by the infrequent use of the 
barometric unit since the majority of flights are conducted at 
altitudes less than 10,000 feet. 
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PART VII: MAINTENANCE 

b. CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE 

A great deal of maintenance on propeller driven aircraft 
was accomplished on the flight deck. This increased the speed of 
repair making it possible to fly the repaired aircraft on 
subsequent launches the same day, 

A critical shortage of vacuum relief valves {P/N R-82-CV- 
VS-13361) for the F4U-5NL developed early in the period and two 
aircraft were AOG for seventeen days until replacement parts 
arrived. This AOG situation was alleviated by the use of w-4Bs 
as night hecklers, but is not recommended as a general practice. 

c. GENERAL 

The handling of current fleet aircraft on board CV 27A 
conversions is constantly threatened by extremely small clearances 
both with the overhead on the hangar deck and with other aircraft 
since parking in .minimum space is an absolute necessity. Hangar 
deck and flight deck crashes must be minimuzed by constant training 
of the men involved in handling aircraft. 

Flak and ground fire damage accounted for approximately 
forty per-cent of the maintenance work done during the operating 
period. 

Except for the above mentioned parts there were no 
critical shortages. This was due to the cooperation and efficiency 
of the Aviation Supply Of i ice on board. Those parts of which 
future shortage is' indicated by past usage data have been ordered.. 
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31 October 1951 
PART VII; MAINTENANCE 

d. SPECIAL STARTING PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCRAFT 

On 5 October 1951, 2 F2H-2 aircraft were forced to land 
at K-l# for tail hook repairs. No facilities were available for 
starting the aircraft, after -completion of repairs were available 

at K-l#. An AD-4Q that had been adapted for just this occasion, 
as described below, was dispatched to K-18 from the ship on the 

morning of 6 October 1951. .to start the F2H-2s. The pilot and 
crewman of the AD-4Q were briefed with all pertinent instructions as 
below. A normal start of both F2H-2s was made. " The pilot of 
the AD-4Q stated that no apparent overload was placed upon his 
electrical system. Pilots of the F2H-2s stated that the power 
source was adequate for a good jet start. Investigation of all 
portions of the adapter assembly showed no indication of over- 
heating. The procedure and material required are as follows: 



(1) INSTALLATION PROCEDURE 

a. • Remove main DC Buss,- 

b. Construct, from l/8 M copper plate, a new main 
DC buss i w longer than the original. Drill 
one i" hole in extended portion of buss, 

c. From 3' of AWG 2/0 cotton covered rubber 
insulated cable, manufacture 2 cables, with 
terminal lugs, 14" long. Manufacture 2 
cables, with terminal lugs, 4" long, 

d. Manufacture a standoff bracket? providing 1" 
clearance to hold AN-2552-3A receptacle, to 
be mounted on starbaord side of A/C just aft 

of station 96.000 and mounting shelf, utilizing 

? resent access plate mounting bolts, 
n stall insulating material under desired 
mounting of brackets manufactured in step d, 

f. Install AN-2552-3A receptacle on bracket, 

g. Mount bracket and receptacle on insulating 

material, 

h. Install two 14" cables, manufacture in step 
between end of main DC buss, manufactured in 

st en b r and center pin of AN-2552-3A receptacle, 

i. Install DC buss (steps b & h) in place of DC 
buss removed in step a, 

j. Install two 4" cables, manufactured in step 
c, between large end pin of receptacle «nd 
frame of aircraft* 






PART VII: MAINTENANCE 

d. SPECIAL STARTING PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCRAFT 



(2) MATERIAL REQUIRED 

&. One AN-2S52-3A receptacle. 

b. , Copper plate 1" x 6" x l/g". 

c. Sheet aluminum 2|" x 12" x 1/16". 

d. 36" AWG # 2/0 DCC rubber insulated wire. 

e. 8 solder terminal lugs to fit AWG # 2/0 wire. 

f. 4 3/32 7/16" bolts and nuts. 

g. 1 $/24 i" bolt and nut. 

h. 1 sheet 1/16" insulating material 4" x 6". 

(3) USAGE PROCEDURE 

a. AD-2Q engine idling. 

b. All switches in Jet "OFF". 

c. Install jumper cable between receptacle in 
AD-4Q right "Hell hole" and jet starting 
receptacle in jet aircraft. 

d. Jet pilot turns battery switch ON and gives 
"4Q" pilot "Thumbs-Up". 

e. "4Q" pilot turns "OFF" battery switch and 

"revvs-up" engine to 2000RPM - gives jet 
pilot "Thumbs-Up". 

f. Jet pilot turns "ON" start switch and utilizes 
normal starting procedures - gives "4Q M pilot 
"Cut" after start is made. 
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SQUAD- TOTAL COMBAT 

RON : HRS. THIS PERIOD 

VF-51 : 456 ,8 

VF-172 : 446,6 

VF-53 : m,7 

VF-54 : 1032.3 

VC-3 : 166.9 

VC-11 : 147.2 

VC-3 5 : 210.3 

VC-61 : 120.8 

TOTALS : 3552.6 



AVER. COMBAT SORTIES AVER. COMBAT HRS.* 

P /PILOT this period r p/pilqt this pericd 



12.3 
12.5 
14.4 
12.7 
11.0 
10.Q 
13.6 
18.5 

13.1 



21.7 
20.7 

44.2 

38.2 

33.4 
29.2 
42.1 
20*2 

32.5 



A/C 

SQD 

NGF 

STRIKE 

CAP 

RECCO 

FIGHTER 
SWEEPS 

PHOTO " 

PHOTO 
ESCORT 

ASP 
ASP 

ESCORT 

WEATHER 
RECCO 

NIGHT 
HECKLER 

TOTAL 



F9F-2:F9F-2P 
VF-51: VC-61 

1 

97 .: 
103 : 



20 >. 



47 : 



74 



FLIGHT^SUI^MARY^BY j&RTIES 

F2H-2 : F4U-4B :F4U-5NL : AD-4 : AD-4W: AD-4N : TOTALS : 
VF172: VF-53 : VC-3 :VF54: VC-11: VC-3 5: 



: 62 : : '6 : 

: 240 : 13 J312 : 

66 :.. 8 : ' : : 

164 it s i 

12 : : 1 : 



29 : 



2 : 2 



48 : 



: 68 : 

7 : 572 : 

: 171 i 

. : 267 : 

: 32 : 

: 74 : 

: 76 : 

t 48 : 



: 20 : 2 : 26 : 48 : 



2 : 6 : 



267 : 74 : 271 : 312 ; . 54 ;338 : 50 : 66 :1432 : 
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14 December 1951 

From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

Sub;}: . Action Report ©f Carrier Air Group FIVE (12 November 1951- 
14 December 1951) 

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3430.1 

(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3430.1 

1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) 
for inclusion in the Action Report of U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) and 
the division of data between calendar months is shown in 
compliance with reference (b). 

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 



a, The composition of the group follows: 



UNIT 


TYPE 


OPERATIONAL A/C 


PILOTS 




A/C 


11/12 


12/14 


11/12 
1* 


12/1 
1* 


CVG-5 


None 


None 


None 


CDR M. U, BEEBE 












VF-51 


F9F-2 


16 


17 


21 


21 


LCDR E. M. BEAUCHAMP 












VF-172 


F2H-2 


13 


15 


22 


22 


CDR M. E. BARNETT 






16 






VF-53 


F4U-4B 


17 


21 


21 


CDR H. J. TRUM, III 












VF-54 • 


AD-2 


5 


3 


27** 


25 


CDR P.N. GRAY 


AD-4 

AD-4L 

AD-Q 


7 
5 


7 
3 
2 






VC-3 (Det. "B") 












LT J. S. LAKE*** 


F4U-5NL ■ 


3 


2 


5 


5 


LCDR J. F. DOHERTI 












VC-11 (Det. "B") 


AD-4W 


2 


2 


5 


5 


LT M. R. MILLER 












VC-3 5 (Det. "B") 


AD-4NL ' 


3 


3 


5 


5 


LCDR F. F. BSRTAGNA 












VC-61 (Det.) 


F9F-2P 


_2 


-1 


J± 




LT S. L. JAYNES 


: TOTAL 


73# 


73 


111 


109 



* The Air Group Commander flies regularly with VF-51 and VF-54. 
** Includes the Air Group Operations Officer. 

*** LCDR J.F. DOHERTY relieved LT J.S. LAKE as OinC of the VC-3 
Detachment on 1 December 1951. 

# CVG-5 entered the combat area with 73 aircraft. 2 F2H-2s were 
left ashore undergoing maintenance. 
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The mission of Air Group FIVE during the reporting period 
remained the support of United Nations ground forces in Korea* 
This support was conducted by an interdiction program consisting 
of strikes and harassing attacks against the enemy lines of 
communication. About mid-way through the operating period Close 
Air Support missions were ordered to maintain pilot proficiency, 
but they did not comprise a major portion of the support offered. 
The continued rail-cutting operations proved highly successful in 
temporarily closing transportation lines. Flights of Naval 
Gunfire Spotters were called for more frequently as the operation 
progressed* Night Heckler flights again found the preponderance 
of transport ♦ Cease Fire Talks towards the end of the month 
marked an increase of traffic along the roads during the daylight 
hours. Photographic flights proved valuable in the assessment of 
damage and the spotting of prospective targets. In the latter 
use they increased in value as camouflage was less affective due 
to trees bared and snows covered the enemy-held land. &EW and 
ASP flights provided constant protection against the possibility 
of enemy air or submarine attack, although no contacts were made. 

The combat evaluation of the F2H-2 aircraft continued. 
However, no air to air evaluation has yet been possible. 




•5 .* 



MCUSWRED 

b. MISSION 



PART II: CHRONOLOGY 

While in port personnel were encouraged to utilize the facilities 
at the various rest-camps, and fifty per-cant of the enlisted men 
and the officers were able to take advantage of these camps. 
Conferences were held with NavFE, FEAF and Army GHQ during which 
suggestions were offered to alter the VHF channelization in order 
to provide greater inter-service communication in the operating 
area. Prior to leaving Yokosuka Air Group FIVE took steps to 
provide cold weather equipment and up-to-the-minute education- of 
personnel. On 12 November ESSEX departed Yokosuka for the 
operating area. 

On 13 November, Air Group FIVE conducted refresher exercises 
as USS ESSEX steamed into the Sea of Japan. Sixty (60) sorties 
were flown. 

On 14 November, bad weather precluded further training 
operations. 

On 15 November, six (6) ore-dawn sorties were flown by the 
VC Detachment pilots. Operations for the rest of the day were 
cancelled because of weather. To make use of the non flyable 
weather the Force retired to replenish.- 
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On 16 November, the bad weather improved during the afternoon, 
permitting the Air Group to fly thirty-four (34) of the scheduled 
eighty-two (82) sorties. 

On 17 November, the weather cleared and eighty-two (82) 
sorties were flown of which the greater portion were bridge 
strikes* Eleven (11) bridges were attacked and eight (8) of them 
were left with at least one (1) span drooled* XT A. BRYANT , Jr r , 
of VF-54 in an iD~4 crashed immediately after take-off. The 
aircraft fell off to the right and crashed into the water, cart- 
wheeling and breaking up on impact, USS ESSEX'S helicopter arrived 
over plane seconds later. BRYANT, apparently only semi-conscious, 
did not enter the rescue sling properly. As he was hoisted to the 
helicopter he' slipped from the sling and dropped about forty (40) 
feet into the water *. He floated face down for a few seconds and 
then sank beneath the waves * Though every effort was made by a 
motor whale boat in the vicinity and the helicopter, his rescue 
was not effected. 

On 18 November, seventy-seven (77) sorties were flown with 
bridges as the primary target along the Communist rail and truck 
lines. Bad weather over the target forced many of the aircraft to 
weather alternates to conduct rail-cutting operations* instead » A 
total of fifty-six (56) cuts were made that day* 

On 19 November, eighty-four (84) sorties were flown* The same 
targets as on- the 18th were schedule and all primary bridge targets 
were destroyed* 

On 20 November, the Force retired to replenish. 

On 21 November, eight-six (86) sorties were flown. This was 
the first day in over two months that Air Group FIVE had flown 
missions of Close Air Support* Good results were reported by the 
ground forces supported, and pilots looked forward to more of this 
interesting work* During the afternoon LT B. C.'PRUITT, of VF-53 
was attacking a pair of trucks on the road southeast of w 0NSAN when 
his plane was hit by small arms fire* The aircraft began to smoke 
and lose power. LT PRUITT was able to fly to T "0N3AN harbor where 
he bailed' out about a half mile off YODO Island* He was picked 
up unhurt by LSMR 404 and returned to USS ESSEX the day following. . 

On 22 November, with .marginal weather throughout the day, 
thirty (30) sorties were flown* Of eighteen (18) sorties flown 
against bridge targets over half diverted to weather alternates 
but the results still amounted to three (3) bridges knocked out and 
four (4) others severely damaged* This being Thanksgiving Pay, the 
respite offered by the weather was appreciated by pilots and crewmen 
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alike. "Air Group FIVE shared the pleasure of playing host to seven 
(7) front line troops who were invited ©n board for the holiday* 

On 23 November, bad weather set in in earnest. The first 
snows of winter flecked the flight deck, and the thermometer 
plunged to below-freezing to stay there for the next four (4) 
days. On 24, 25, 26 November no sorties were flown as ESSEX 
plowed through continuing high seas and contrary winds. 
Replenishing was completed in spite of the weather. 

On 27 November, the weather cleared after dawn and sixty-four 
(64) sorties were flown. Close Air Suoport flights received a 
"Well Done" from the troops at the front. Bridge strikes diverted 
due to weather and strikes were made against rail lines and 
transoortation. Just before noon LTJG'E. B. HALE of VF-54 
experienced a failure of a MK55 bomb release mechanism. The bomb- 
fin carried away in the slip-stream allowing the tail fuze to arm. 
In fear of an explosion caused by extremely turbulent air, LTJG 
HALE elected to bail out near a destroyer off tfONSAN Harbor rather 
than attemot to fly the aircraft to friendly territory. His 
partially inflated life-raft was observed from the air, but HALE 
disappeared soon after entering the water . A thorough search by 
a destroyer using a whaleboat was' negative. . The condition of the 
sea and the freezing temperature made it a certainty that he did 
not survive. He is listed as dead. 

On 2g November, eighty-one ($1) sorties were flown. Most of 
these were against bridges. The pilots reported without exceotion 
that foot traffic and cart traffic had increased a hundred fold 
over preceding days. Most of this traffic was headed west and 
south from WON SAN, and was believed a direct result of the Peace 
Talk news issued from PANMUN J ON , 

On 29 November, eighty-two (&2) sorties were flown. Recon- 
naissance flights again reported people moving by the hundreds 
towards the south and west, mostly on foot. The days operations 
yielded four (4) bridges and forty (40) odd rail cuts. 

On 30 November, the Force retired to replenish. 

The 'operating period extended beyond the end of the calendar 
month, so the narrative continues. 

On 1 Becember, eighty-five ( 35 ). missions were flown. Thirty- 
three (33) rail cuts were made , by the morning flights and twenty 
■six (26) more were e made by others in the afternoon. LT N. E. CU^RY 
of VF-53 was attacking targets in the T ' 7 0NSAN area when his F4U was 
hit by ground fire. He was forced to ditch and was safely 
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recovered by Fleet Tug ABNAKI. On the same flight ENSIGN E. C. 
GARRETT, also of VF-53> received damage from ground fire and 
ditched his plane in WONSAN Harbor. , He was recovered safely by 
US3 McGINTY (DE365). 

On 2 December, eighty-nine (£9) sorties were flown. ^ Rail 
cutting was again the primary mission of the days operations. The 
bad weather that had held up operations during the latter half of 
November had now cleared and operations wer^ conducted on schedule 
for the remainder of the operating period. About 1000 7 LTJG R. S. 
DONOVAN of VG-3 , Detachment Baker, experienced newer failure 
immediately after -take-off and was forced to ditch his F4U-5NL. 
He jettisoned his belly tank and one 50G# bomb, but was unable 
to drop his wing ordnance. He was nicked up by USS ESSEX 
helieopter and returned uninjured to the ship in a few minutes. 

On. 3 December, eighty-eight (88) sorties were flown, the 
majority of which were sent to cut rails. Forty-five (45) cuts 
were made* In addition good targets were found along the highways 
between WONSAN and YANGDOK. Thirteen (13) trucks were destroyed 
and a like number, damaged * 

On 4 December, the Force retired to replenish. 

On 5 December, seventy-five (75) sorties were flown. Pilots 
from Air Task Group ONE reported on board for conferences and 
familiarization flights with Air Group FIVE. Late in the afternoon 
having been forced to fly his AD-4L to K~l3 after it was hit with 
flak, LTJG L. A. AHRENDTS of VF-54 found that he could not maintain 
aileron control at speeds under 130 knots. As he landed, his air- 
craft got out of control, ran off the runway and crashed into four 
(4) parked aircraft. An explosion and fire ensued from which 
AHRENDTS received minor face burns. 

On 6 December, seventy-eight (7&) sorties were flown. Fifty- 
six (56) cuts were made and fourteen (14) buildings damaged. 
Intelligence reports were received stating the effectiveness of 
the rail-cutting program* 

On 7 December, eighty (BO) sorties were flown. Pilots of Air 
Task Group ONE were included in the scheduled operations. They 
were assigned a variety of missions in the next few days in order 
to familiarize them with the operating procedures and areas of 
responsibility of Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN. 



On 3 December, the Force retired to replenish* 
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On 9 December, ninety-two (92) sorties w^re flown. Forty-one 
(41) cuts were made. The majority of the flights found good tar- 
gets in supply points and rail targets. Six {6) buildings were 
left afire and thirteen (13) boxcars wore destroyed by bombing. 
Throughout the week T s operations, each day had yielded at least 
two (2) or three (3) bridges knotkedout in addition to the rail 
cuts, but photo-coverage showed tnat a string of cuts along a 
track was taking the enemy longer to repair than a bypass or 
bridge. During the day two (2) pilots from VF-54 were forced to 
ditch their D-2s in WCNSAN Harbor. • LT P. J. O'MALLEY was hit by 
AA fire which ignited his 20MM ammunition while making rail cutting 
runs near HUNGNAM. The damaged area of the wing was of such pro- 
portions that a bail-out was indicated until the fire went out 
and he ditched successfully. He was recovered by USS EVANSVILLE 
(PF-70). In the same area GDR M. U« BEEBE sustained damage from 
ground fire again in the 2QMM ammunition cans, A fire ensued but 
died out and he oroceeded with his wingman, LT F. J, PRENDERGAST, 
to WDN3AN* While awaiting -the remainder of the flight LT 
PRENDERGAST experienced engine failure from loss of oil. He 
ditched -successfully and was recovered uninjured by USS McGINTY 
(DE-365K 

On 10 December, ninety (90) sorties were flown. This was the 
last day that the pilots from Air Task Group ONE flew as part of 
Air Group FIVE flights. U3S VALLEY FORGE had joined the task 
force. Sixty-nine (69) rail cuts were made in railroad tracks. 
This vas the best day to date. In the past six (6) operating days 
a total of three hundred and seven (307) cuts had been made by 
pilots of Air Group FIVE, When added to the by-passes and bridges 
knocked. out and approaches damaged, the total rose to over three 
hundred and twenty (320) places that had to be repaired by the 
enemy before they could move their transport. 

On 11 December, eighty (80) sorties were flown. Sixty-nine 
(69) cuts were made again. This was the last operating day of the 
reporting period. 

On 12 December, the Force retired to replenish. Following 
replenishment, USS ESSEX was relieved of her duties and in comoany 
with an escorting force departed Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN for the 
port of Yokcsuka, o T aoan 
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On 13 December enroute to Yckosuka. 
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PART III ORDNANCE 

a, MACHINE GUNS 

During this operating period, crushed or frayed electrical 
leads for" the gun heater thermostat control have been found in 
several F9F-2 aircraft. This damage probably occurs during the 
removal or replacement of the guns and could be prevented by 
shortening the leads , thereby eliminating slack wire* Since 
the proper functioning of gun heaters is absolutely essential 
during cold weather operations, and because of such discrepancies 
in the gun heater circuit, VF-51 has included a test of this circuit 
during every 30 hour chock. This test is made by turning on the 
battery switch and then actuating the termostat control by placing' 
a damp compress cooled by CO^ or any other practical means, on 
the thermostat diaphragm. If the system is functioning properly, 
all four heaters should be hot within 30 seconds. 

VF-172 has experienced a few gun stoppages because of broken 
links in the ammo feed belt. The ammunition cans on the F2H-2 are 
deep, which throws a heavy strain on the feeder mechanism and 
links as well. It is possible that firing in rough air tumbles 
the ammunition in the can and caused breakage of the links. 

The Air Croup has experienced several cases of muzzle explosions 
in the barrel of the 20MM guns. Four of these explosions occurred 
on the same day* The explosions are believed to be a result of 
faulty HEI ammunition. Reports have been submitted. 

A limited amount of cold weather lubricants prescribed in 
CP 1910 were obtained from a BuOrd representative who visited the 
ship. All procedures outlined in OP 1910 were carried out on the 
guns in two (2) AD aircraft and their performance was excellent. 
The cold weather- performance of guns not completely winterized has 
been poor. The following materials have been ordered but have not 
been delivered and it is felt that acceptable 20MM performance is 
impossible without them. 

1. Lubricating Oil SPEC NRL U51 

2. Lubricating Oil Preservative SPEC B51 

3. Solenoid Lubricating Oil SPEC S75 

4. Relubrication Kit, Feed Mechanism AN-M2 

20MM rear socket assemblies now used on the F4U-4B were declared 
obsolete by AMO-OAK dispatch 291559Z of October 1951. Although 
obsolete, non-availability of replacements make it necessary to 
to continue use of these assemblies on the 20MM. 




n 
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AM0-0AK has been requested to retain this type assembly in stock 
and that it be made available for issue until such time as 
replacements are available/ 



b. BOMBS 



The jet squadrons adopted the practice of arming bombs 
immediately after passing the force screen with airspeed held below 
200 knots. This has been done in order to keep the air stream 
from pulling the arming wires out of the arming solenoid and has 
been successful* 

Failure of the MK 55 racks to release at the proper time when 
250 pound General Purpose Bombs are used has occurred with a 
frequency that has been unacceptable. Some bombs have released 
after pull out while others have to be thrown off by violent 
maneuvers of the aircraft* N® sure method of freeing the hung 
bomb j or safetying it once an attempt to release it had been made, 
was found. Hung bombs were dropped during the return to the force, 
during the landing approach, and on landing even though all switches 
had been placed in the safe positions. It is believed that a 
modification of the sway braces as suggested by the BUORD repre- 
sentative might solve this problem* M-rine squadrons operating 
ashore in- Korea have tried this modification with a resultant 
90% reduction in hung bombs* Further information on this modi- 
fy fi cation will be submitted when available. 

During this same period of operations, one bomb was dropped 
from each of two different aircraft being catapulted. Although 
an improved sway brace might prevent this, a positive safety 
would be a much more certain means of pr eve:. ting premature drops* 
The rack doos not have any such safety device at present. 

One (1) bomb vane on a 250$ GP bomb came loose and the rotation 
armed the tail fuse. The pilot of the AD was unable to drop the 
wing bomb and due to existing orders that hung armed bombs cannot 
be landed aboard or at airfields the aircraft was abandoned. 



c. ROCKETS 



Few rockets were used during this period resulting in no 
comment. 




d. 
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MUNITIONS : .NOV* 



F9F-2 

DEC* : 



TOTAL: NOV 



2000# GP 

1000# GP 
500# GP 
250// GP . 
100// GP • 

260# FRAG 
350# DB 
5" A TAR 
5" HVAR 

3.25 SH 

NAPALM 

FLARES MK6 

20MM AMMO 



124 
1C4 
16 



360 
84 



4 34 
183 
16 



185 
113 



F2H-2 , F4U-4B & F4U-5N 

DEC : TOTAL : NOV : DEC : TOTAL 



16 
327 
16 



16 



16 
512 
134 



16 



15^ 
342 
27S 
136 



149 
336# 



150 
563 
309 
3* 



303 
910 
537 
174 



12903 :30179 : 43087 -.36400:47247:83647 :22225 



: 149 : 
: 336#: 
29140:51365 : 



MUNITIONS 



GP 



GP 
GP 
GP 
GP 



2000# 

1000# 
500# 
250f 
100# 

260# FRAG 
350# DB 
5" A TAR 
'5" HVAR 

3,25 SH 

NAPALM 

FLARES MK6 

20MM AMMO 



■ AD-4 & AD-4NL . 
NOV : DEC : TOTAL: 



TOTALS" 



44 
310 

29 
904 

155 

. 8 



16 
1404# 
4 

13550 



3 

353 
9 

1018 
134 
22 
8 



24 
940# 



2275 



47 
663 

33 
1922 
134 
177 

16 



40 
2344# 
4 

363OI 



NOV : DEC 



44 
310 
187 
1555 
500 

307 
8 



: 3 

: 353 
: 175 
:2273 
: 593 
: 60 
:' 8 
: 16 



149 ; 
16 : 24 
1740#: 940# 
4 : 

35033 : 129317 



TOTAL** 



47 
663 
362 
3328 
1093 
367 
16 
16 

149 
40 
2630# 
4 

214400 



* PERIOD FROM NOV 12 - NOV 30 
DEC 1 - DEC 14 

** TOTALS FROM NOV 12 - DEC 14 ( OPERATING PrRIOD) 




DECLASSIFIED 



CVG5/Al6-13/(cfc) 
Serial 0£l-51 



PART IV: DAMAGE* 



a. DAMAGED TO ENEMY 



DAMAGES 

NOV DEC 



1 K i v j\ O 


1 

X 




TRUCKS 


15 


?i 


GA.RS 




O 

J 


LOCOMOTIVES 


4 


A 

V 


OXCARTS 


7 

i 




HIGHWAY BRIDGES 


2 


J. 


SUPPLY DUMPS 


4 


1 
X 


WAREHOUSES 


4 


xO 


BARRACKS & BUILDINGS 


24 


ou 


GUN EMPLACEMENTS 


2 


7 


LUMBER PILES 


10 




WAGONS 


d 


1 


BU?IX""3 


l 




RAILROAD TRACKS CUTS 






RAILROAD CARS 


57 


112 


RAILROAD BRIDGES 




26 


TROOPS KILLED 






RAILROAD BY-PASSES 2 


7 


HIGHWAY BY-PASSES 




2 


FUEL DUMPS . 


2 




CRANE 


1 


]_ 


HIGHWAYS CRATSRED 


1 




OBSERVATION POSTS 


1 




FACTORIES 




6 


BOATS 




1 



14 


December 


■ DESTROYED 


jM(J v 




17 


61 


1 


2 


1 


o 


16 


57 






20 


5 


9 


2 


39 


106 


13 


16 




1 




1 


366$ 


540 


17 


22 


24 


15 


193 


246 


1^ 


16 


1 






i 


1 






2 




11 



* Thase figures include only targets positively identified and 
the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or unidentified 
targets are not tabulated, 

# Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as destroyed. 

% Damages where tracks are broken or cratered are counted as rail 
cuts. 



NOTE: NOVEMBER COLUMN 12 NOV - 30 NOV 
DECEMBER COLUMN 1 EEC - 14 DEC 
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w CVG5/Al'6-l3/(cfc) 
Serial 0&L-51 

14 December 1951 



b. DAM A. "ED TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 12 - 30 NOVEMBER 1951 

VF-53 , 

DATE TYPE ■ A/C DAMAGE 



11-16-51 
11-17-51 
11-21-51 



11-21-51 

11-22-51 
11-22-51 



11-17-51 
11-17-51 

11-17-51 
11-17-51 

11-19-51 
11-19-51 
11-21-51 
11-21-51 
11-21-51 
11-21-51 
11-21-51 
11-21-51 
11-27-51 



11-28-51 
11-28-51 



F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 
F4E-4B 



F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 
F4U-4B. 



AD-2 
AD-4L 
AD-4L 
AD -4 

AD-4L 

AD -4 

AD-4 

AI-4L 

AD-4L 

AD-4 

AD-2 

AD-4L 

AD-4L 



AD-4 
AD-4L 



Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 

Engine caught fira due to 
small arms fire. Plane 
abandoned over water. 
Bullet Holes 
Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 

re-;* 

Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Plane ditched in water 
after take-off 
Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullat Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes ' • 
Fire broke out in accessory- 
section which burned until 
plane crashed 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 



INFLICTED BY 

Unknown ' 
Unknown 

Small arms fire 



50 cal. 

Unknown 
Unknown 



Unknown 
Unknown 
30 cal. 



Unknown 
Unknown 
20MM A 
50 cal. A 
30 & 50 cal. A 
30 cal. A 
50 cal. A 
50 cal. A 
20MM TAE 



50 cali A 
50 cal; A 



11-17-51 
11-27-51 



F2H-2 
F2H-2 



VF-172 



Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 



83MM EF 

30 cal'. BALL. 



DAMAGED TO T .'JN AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 1. - 14 DECEMBER 195 1 

VF-51 

12-2-51 F9F-2 Bullet Holes, Hydraulic line 

cut 30 cal. 

12-2-51 F9F-2 Bullet Holes 50 cal. 




DECLASSIFIED 



b. DAMAGED TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR FERIOD 1 

VF-5K Cont'd) 



DATE 
12-3-51 

12-5-51 
12-7-51 
12-7-51 

12-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-11-51 



TYPE A/C • DAMAGE 

F9F-2 Bullet Holes and Rudder 

Cable damaged 

F9F-2 Bullet Holes 

F9F-2 Bullet Holes 

F9F-2 Bullet Holes 

F9F-2 Frag Holes 

F9F-2B Bullet Holes 

F9F-2 Bullet Holes 



CVG5/Al6-13/(cfc) 
Serial 0&L-51 

14 December 1951 

14 DECEMBER (Cont'd) 

INFLICTED BY 

12 . 7MM 

20MM AF 
12.7MM 
12.7MM A 
Unknown 
30 cal, A 
50 cal. T 



-i_ *C •"•-L *"* J X. 


r tf-u — l^d 


Duij,yij fluids 


on rtrti 

}\j cai« 




1 2^1 


r *4- U — ifJD 


T7 1 "i ~r* o *ivi f» /*\ r» L*" y>« *r "H ID T n >n 

r lrti in cocKyiij * Jri.ane 


















r 14. u — JtfJD 


uxi. idaK m engine* engine 


pu ca± # 








UfcJ^jCUl oU tub UUO • rxdii^ 
















12-2-51 


F4U»4B . ■ 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal* 




12-3-51 


F4U-4B 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 




12-3-51 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 




12-3-51 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


20MM 




12-3-51 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


30 oal. 




12-6-51 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 




12-9-51 ' 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


•20MM 




12-11-51 


F4U-4B 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 








VF-54 






12-1-51 


AD-4 


Flak Holes' 


37MM 




12-1-51 . 


AB-4L 


Bullet Holes 


30 & 50 


cal. 


12-1-51 


AD-4L 


Bullet, Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


12-1-51 


AD-2 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


12-1-51 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


20MM A 




12-2-51 


AD-2 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


12-3-51 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


12-3-51 


AD-2 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


12-3-51 


AD-2 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 




12-5-51 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


A 


12-5-51 


AD-4L 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 




12-6-51 


AD-4L 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 




12-6-51 


AD-4L 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 






- 12 - 



if 





CVG5/A16-13/(cfc) 
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b. DAi'IAGED TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 1-14 DECEMBER (Cont'd) 



12-7-51 

12-10-51 

12-10-51 



F2H-2 
F2H-2 
F2H-2 



DATE 


TYPE A/C 


■ DAMAGE 


INFLICTED BY 






VF-54 (Cont'd) 




12-6-51 


AD-4L 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 


12-7-51 


AD -4 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 


12^7-51 


AD-4 


Frag Holes 


Unknown 


12-9-51 


AD-4NL 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


•12-9-51 


aD~2 


Bullet Holes 


2 0MM HE . ' 


12-9-51 


AD-4 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. A 


12-9-51 


AD-4 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. A • 


12-9-51 


AD-4 


Bullet Holes 


30 & 50 cal. A 


12-9-51 


AD-2 , 


Bullet Holes 


20MM HE 


12-9-51 


AD-2 


Bullet Holes 


20^1 HE 


12-10-51 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


- 30 cal. A 


12-10-51 


AD-4 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. A 


12-10-51 


AD-4 


Minor damage and hole s in 


Unknown 


12-11-51 




fuselage 




AD-4L 


•Flak Holes 


Unknown AA 



12-11-51 ■ F2H-2 



VF-I72 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bomb Fragment cut hole 

through switch 

Holes in nose cap 



30 cal* 
50 cal. A 

Unknown 

Unknown 




CVG5/A'l6-13/(cfc) 
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PART V: PERSONNEL 

a. OFFICER 
No Comments 

b. ENLISTED 

The following is a schedule of the losses which will be 
incurred due to discharges under current directives: 

SOU iDRON 

I.II.Hll' . » 

CVG-5 
VF-51 
VF-172 
VF-53 
VF-54 
VC-3 

VC-11 
VC-3 5 
VC-61 

TOTAL 

c . CASUALTIES 

The Air Group lost two (2) pilots during the reporting 
period as follows: 

LT William Arnold BRYANT, Jr., 4424#l/l310, USN, VF-54. 
17 November 1951. Plane crashed into sea on take-off. 
Pilot apparently dazed and did not unbuckle chest straoj 
inflate life vest or enter helicopter sling oroperly. 
Crew unable to pull him into helicopter and pilot slipped 
out of sling from about forty (40) feet and sank from 
sight shortly after striking water. Listed as dead. 

LT JG Eugene Brewer HALE, 506261/1315, USNR, VF-54. 
27 November 1951 » After successful bail-out, pilot 
disappeared from view shortly after landing in water. 
Search proved fruitless except for partially inflated 
life raft located by destroyer. Water extremely cold 
and choppy. Listed as dead. 




DEC 



JAN 



5 
3 
3 
4 
1 
4 



4 
1 



20 



FEB 



MAR 



1 
2 



2 
1 




V 



DECUSSIFIED 



t 



CVG 5/A 16-13 /( cfc) , 
Serial 0*1-51 



14 December 1951 



PART IV: OPERATIONS 

The third period for Carrier Air Group FIVE in the operating 
area ends without any major change to previous operating procedures 
used in the first two periods in the Korean Area* 

The major effort has still been the interdiction of enemy lines 
of communication. A few Close Air Support missions were flown 
during this period in support of the U.N. troops along the East 
central battle .line. 

Photo missions have been cut down considerably .because of the 
fewer daylight hours* 

The F9F T s and F2H T s were used in group coordinated attacks 
and were assigned flak suppression missions in direct support 
of AD and F4U bridge strikes. Four to six 100# VT fuzed general 
purpose bombs were carried per jet aircraft. Six jets supported 
six AD and six F4U on these* flights. The F4U f s wore also used 
for flak suppression paving the way for the AD with heavy bombs 
to hit the target. The jets and F4U T s bombed and strafed pre- 
briefed-"* AA positions immediately prior to the AD attack. The 
jets were launched 15 minutes after the prop strike group and 
rendezvous was affected enroute. 

The jet squadrons were also assigned rail cutting missions. 
Four 250# GP bombs with ,01 second delay fuzes were used on the 
F9F, The F2H*s carried two 250# GPs plus two 100# GPs or four 
100# GPs fuzed with ,01 second delay. Twenty degree glides with 
dive brakes extended and bombs released at £00 to 1000 feet above 
the track at 300 to 330 knots resulted in high percentage of cuts. 
After expending all bombs the flight reconnoitered a specified 
route in the time available,, 

The ,100// GP bomb is not considered an adequate bomb for rail 
cutting. The 250# GP bomb is an excellent general purpose bomb 
for current operations and is very affective on rail cutting mis- 
sions. 

Recently hostile aircraft have been reported operating in 
the WON SAN area. The F4U squadron while operating with attack 
bombers on rail cutting missions has incorporated the practice 
of placing two F4Us over the target area to act as CAP. 

With the water temperature lowering each day the pilots of 
the Air Group have resorted to emersion suits on practically all 
flights. One pilot bailed out over WONSAN Bay without an 
emersion suit. The. air temperature was approximately 65° and the 




CVG5/Al6-13/(cfc) 
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14 December 1951 

water 5$ degrees. Although the pilot was in the water only 
three minutes he became so numb that he could not climb the 
ladder of the ship that picked him up and had to be helped aboard* 



PART VII: MAINTENANCE 

a. CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE . 

ComAirPac F4U Aircraft Technical Bulletin No. 6 (BuAer 
Change 449 (Gun Heater Change}) has besn incorporated in all 
aircraft in this squadron. In the limited time of operation, 
this change has proven extremely successful and its value to 
operations far overcedes the time necessary to make the change. 

b. Jj£T MAINTENANCE 

The most serious problem encountered during the reporting 
period for VF-51 was that' of surging engines. The surging 
occurred in eleven instances in varying degrees fluctuating 10$ 
to \% in the most extreme cases. Trouble of this nature is 
indicated by rough engine operation and uneven acceleration 
with a minor condition invariably becoming serious after four 
or five flights if allowed to continue. The cause has been 
attributed to fouling of one or more of three wire-coil type 
filters. These filters are located in the servo bleed, 
isolating valve, and stall pressure valve in the main fuel 
pumps. If surging occurs while operating in the normal fuel 
system, the servo bleed filter or isolating valve filter is at 
fault, while stall pressure valve filter clogging produces a 
surge while operating in the emergency fuel system. Cleaning 
these filters has invariably eliminated surging tendencies* 
In an effort to preclude further filter clogging, additional 
seals were installed on the top and bottom of the low pressure 
fuel filter sleeve to prevent possible by-passing of impurity 
carrying fuel. No conclusive results have been noted to date. 
As a result of the engine surging, every 30 hour check includes 
a turn-up with pressure gauges installed on the fuel pumps. 
Any indication of a surge requires the cleaning of thp filters 
which is also accomplished on every 60 hour inspection* 

Although extreme care is exercised, the removal of these 
filters in some instances has resulted in damage to their 
seating seals which are unobtainable at present through regular 
supply channels. This has become increasingly serious since 
a by ^passed filter due to a faulty seal causes surging equivalent 
to that resulting from a fouled filter and there is an extreme 
shortage of replacement pumps in the area. 




* At- 




Serial OSl-51 



DECLASSIFIED " 
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The malfunction of the barometric controls section of the 
TJC causing an over-rich fuel supply as reported in the previous 
Action Reports has re-occurred, resulting in over-soe^ding to 
102$ in one instance and very rough acceleration characteristics 
in several other cases checked at from 20,000 to 30,000 feet 
altitude. Inspection and lubrication of- the aneroid valve 
shaft has been placed on the 30 hour check sheet which should 
alleviate the difficulty. Innerlinor life has been noticeably 
shortened since commencing carrier operations. At present, the 
innerliners are discarded because of excessive metal erosion 
after an average life of seventy hours although ceramic coated 
innerliners are being used. The possibility of innerliner life 
being affected by the corrosive action of salt spray in the 
atmosphere is suggested* 
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aVERAGE COMSAT 



Serial 081-51 
14 December 1951 
AVERAGE COMBAT 



SQUA- 


TOTAL 


COMBiiT HOURS HOUR PHR 


PILOT 




SORTIE P R 


PTLOT 


DRON 


: NOV : 


DEC : TOTAL: NOV 


• 

. « 


DEC : 


TOTAL: 


NOV 




DEC 


• TOTAL* 


VF-51 


: 195.2: 


307.9:503.1: 9.0 


• 

♦ 


14.3: 


23.3 


* 
* 


5.7 


• 
* 


8.0 


: 13.7: 


VF-172 


: 227.7: 


235.4:513.1:10.4 


# 


13.0: 


23.4 


• 
« 


5.7 




7.8 


: 13.5: 


VF-53 


: 431.3: 


465.3:397.1:20^5 


• 
• 


23.3: 


43.3 


• 

• 


6.8 


* 
♦ 


7.4 


: 14.2: 


VF-54 


: 339.1: 


406.2:795.3:15.5 




16.3: 


31.3 


♦ 
* 


5.2 


• 
• 


5.6 


: 10.8: 


VC-3 


: 91.6: 


79.3:171.4:13.3 


• 

♦ 


16.0: 


34.3 


• 

» 


4.7 


• 

* 


5.0 


: 9.7: 


VC-11 


: 52.4: 


49.3:101,7:10.5 


♦ 


9.9: 


20.4 


• 

• 1 


3.3 


• 

• 


3.4 


: 7.2: 


VC-3 5 


: 93.0: 


112.3:205.3:13.6 


• 
* 


22.6: 


41.2 


• 
• 


6.2 


* 
• 


7.4 


: 13.6: 


VC-61 


: 15.9: 


51.6: 67.5: 4.© 


* 
• 


3.9: 


12.9 


a 

• 


2.8 


• 
• 


8.2 


: 11.0: 


TOTAL 






















AVER 


:1496. 2:175^.3:3255 :13.4 


* 
♦ 


15.5: 


23.9 


* 
• 


5.1 


• 


6.6 


: 11.7: 
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p 2 February 195 ?p| W 



From: 
To 

Subj: 
Ref : 



Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE'>..;:":;t :: .:: : :^-':: ; 
Commanding Officer , U. S . S. ESSEX (CV-9 ) 



Action- Repert of Carrier ^ir. Group FIVE (26 December 1951 - 
1 February 1952). 

(a) OpNav Instruction 3430.1 

(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3480.1 



1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) f or - 
inclusion in the Action Report of U*S/S..ESS£X (CV-9) -and the division 
of data between calendar months is shown in compliance .with reference' 

(b). 

PART I: COi POSITION OF OWN FORCES AND LISSION 
a. The composition of the group follows: 



UNIT 




TYPE 


OPERA 


TIONaL a/c 




PILOTS 






A/C 


12/26 


2/1 


12/26 


2/1 


CVG-5 




.None. . 


None 


. None ... 


1* 


1* 


CDR U. U. 


BESBE ^ 












VF-51 




. F9F-2 


16 : 


V 13 


21 


19 


CDR E . I... 


BEAUCHAkP 












VF-172 




F2H-2 


14 




■ 22 


. 21 


CDR I'I. E. 


HARNETT 












VF-53 




F4U-4B - 


16- 


14 _ 


20 


20 


CDR H. J. 


TRIM . III 








'2£** 




VF-54 




ad -2 






25** 
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v The primary mission of Air Group FIVE during the reporting ;- 

period remained the support of United Nations ground forces in Korea, ' 
This support was primarily an interdiction program for destruction of 
enemy lines of communication. The problem of interdiction has become 
-more difficult however, . as a result of the increased accuracy and 
intensity of enemy anti-aircraft fire. Night Heckler Missions have ■ 
proven again that by far the greatest percentage of enemy transpor- 
tation was moving during the hours of darkness. 

Photographic missions have been .flown daily and netted 
excellent results in the identification of camouflaged targets and 
damage, assessment in' addition to special missions. AEw and ASP mis- 
sions provided constant protection against the possibility of enemy 
air or submarine action, although no contacts were made. 

P-'iRT II: CHRONOLOGY . 

.15-25 December - In port period at Yokosuka. While in port 
personnel were encouraged to utilise the recreational facilities 
available in the immediate area and to utilize the rest camp billets. 
Approximately. 5C$. of enlisted men and officers were able to take ad- 
vantage of these camps. Five basketball games and two boxing smokers 
were held during this period. ComFairJap sent a representative to th( 
USS ESSEX to show a training film and explain the fitting and modi- 
fication of the new . MK III Anti-Expo sur'e Suit. All Parachute' Riggers, 
Sauadron Survival Officers and pilots of Carrier Air Group FIVE, 
attended this lecture and training film* 

All available , and urgently needed survival equipment for cold 
weather operations was procured while in port. This Included fifty- 
three -(53 V I~K III An ti -Expo sure Suits and accessories, ten (10) new 
droppable wing rack mounted survival kits', and one hundred sixteen 
(116) insulated boots for all Air Group oilcts. LT C-. C. JOIfcS and 
LT. C . C*. COFFEY, helicopter pilots, who have done an outstanding job, 
were relieved by LT G.. J. JOHNSON, and TIERNEY, H. (n) , ALC ( AP ) . - 

On 26 December Carrier Air Group FIVE, aboard the USS ESSEX, 1 
departed Yokosuka, Japan at 0600 for it's fourth combat cruise against 
the North Korean Communists and their Chinese allies* 

26-23 December - Underway to the operating area. Due to rough' 
seas, no flights were scheduled. Replenishing was accomplished on 

the 23th. ■.'.■■■■■'■'-.*.' ' 

29 December - Carrier Air Group FIVE went back into action 
again. 39 sorties were flown, 73 rail cuts were accomplished, four 
buildings and three railroad bridges destroyed. 
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30 December. - 5£ Sorties flown. The Hecklers burned nine trucks 
and destroyed sixteen buildings and two .heavily leaded oxcarts. i 
new high in' rail cuts was established when 121 were chalked up for 
the day. Other accomplishments of the day were 12 trucks, 25 buil*L- . 
ings , 3 : oxcarts , ten ' troops , 'one bridge and 1 locomotive^ destroyed. 

31 December - "Replenishing day, No air operations. 

1 January - 99 Sorties were flown.- The first day of the new 
year brought another outstanding score: seventy-three rail cuts, 2 
trucks, 3 oxcarts j 3 bridges and one locomotive destroyed. 

2 January - 100 Sorties were flown. 10 gun ' positions destroyed, 
21 trucks, 47 rail cuts, 4 bridges, one highway overpass, one camou- 
flaged tank and one jeep. 

3 January - 97 Sorties- were flown. The big noise was the . . 
destruction of an ammo dump. 57 rail cuts, 6 bridges, 5 by-passes, 

2 oxcarts, 15 buildings, 4 trucks and one boxcar destroyed. - very \ 
serious but unavoidable accident occurred today. A 3anshee landed 
and taxied forward to the spot, When the engines were shut down, 
one of the 20mm guns fired a high explosive round. which hit a' Panther 
(F9F) and exploded, injuring 5 men.. This accident- was due to an ear 
broken off the breach block lock and a leak in the compressed air 
system of the 20mm gun,. Four of the men ~ 7 ere on. the :v not serious v? 
list and one was seriously injured. A shrapnel from the 20mm pro- 
jectile - severed the spinal cord. 

4 January - Replenishing. 

5 January - &9 Sorties were flown. 5 trucks, 69 "rail cuts, 5 
bridges, lo red troops, 24 gun positions, and 7 buildings . were 
destroyed. " 

6 January - 39 Sorties were flown. 37 rail cuts, 10 trucks, 5 
bridges, 2 by-passes',. 10 buildings , : one gun position,, one 'oil tank, 
and a supply dump were destroyed. .. 

"Snsign^ PcICr^ELTOi, of VF-51 flying a panther 'on a rail cut-recce 
mission when hit by flak, went into a ' shallow glide from which he ^ 
never recovered, and crashed into a hillside. 

LT ZEKNER of - VF-54 was hit in the caricoy of his -Jj a He received 
an eye' and. facial' in juries "from the shattered -glass Tram "the .canopy , I 
but made it back to the force,, The nature of the eye injury required 
special treatment and. he was transferred to U;-S-. - Naval." Hospital, 
v okosuka , .. - " \ 

7 January - Replenishing* . ' • 
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$ January , - £6 Sorties. .Despite the weather closing ~ in - f rem ' 
the north a good day was ' recorded, 57 rail cuts 10 buildings , 2 
bridges, 5 by-passes, 2 warehouses and sundry small targets we re- 
destroyed. 

9 January - 09 Sorties were flown. Old man weather made this- 
day of operations doubly difficult/ although an 'excellent score was 
recorded. This included. 3 £ rail cuts, 26 buildings, 5 bridges, one 
locomotive and seven cars, 4 by-passes, 4 trucks, 15 gun positions, 
120 energy 1 troops , 2 jeeps and 4 oxcarts destroyed. 

ENS AELLEY of VF-54 flying an was seen trailing smoke follow- 
ing an attack on a^. bridge ,' was advised to b. il out. Taut /before he 
could clear the olane it rolled over and w-nt straight in and ex^lodepl 
ENS KELLEI was net seen to leave the cockpit... f 

10 January - Another replenishing day. 

■ 11 January - 56 forties " c re flown. Due to very heavy -eather, 
some flights were cancelled and others were shortened. In spite of 
this, a good score was poster. IS rail cuts', one by-pc.ss/ 3 oxcarts, 
106 enemy troops killed and an estimate of 100 wounded, and 2 build- 
ings destroyed. 

ENS GOLL^'ER of .VF-54 flying' an r.D made a normal take-eff, pulled 
up to the- right, fl^w for about 3 minutes, then made a slow right 
turn, lost altitude and spiralled until he hit the water. Two heli- 
copters and a DD vent to the scene immediately and- searched the area 
with negative results. The cause ©f the accident is unexplained and : 
a board of investigation was / convened; . . 

.12 January - £9 Sorties. This day brought a heavy toll in enemy, 
territory. The tally shows 55 rail cuts, 3 locomotives and 4 boxcars 
which exploded, 7 by-passes, 5 trucks, 1 jeep and o oxcarts destroyed. 
Other major damage" inflicted. : 

Captain RODES. relieved Oaotain VHi^LOC^ whose orders take him 'to 
CemAirPac. Captain RODEE is no stranger to CVG-5 . Nhile the Air__ 
Group was in combat aboard U.S. S. VALLEY: 'FORGE in 195©) C^?T ROD E , - 
was Chief -of -Staff to OarDivTHREE. _ ■ - ■■ 

13 January - 09 Sorties -were; flown. A trccp occupied .town was- •■■ /■ 
the special target ; : of the : :day.; : ; : 7, fires w^ re started - and 20 "buildings 
destroyed. ' A supply dump was ; spotted and 'B separate fires were^- 
started. ' 90 rail' cuts, 3 bridges , 7 by-passes / one relay station , 
2 oxcarts, 2 trucks, 2 revetments, 12 Kiildingsy and a stockpile of", 
supplies aestroyed., - ; . - 
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14 January - Replenishing. , 

• 15 January - £3 Sorties. The "normal amount of damage was inflict 
during the' day. The gun on an AD-' exploded on firing/ causing^some 
damage to the wing.. However a friendly field was reached without 
incident, aad the pilot was uninjured,, 33 rail cuts, & gun positions, 
3 buildings, 1 by-pass, 2 bridges, B . enemy troops, 4 oxcarts, and a 
locomotive were destroyed during the day ? s operations. LT jTft^KDEHGaST 
of VF-54 in' an aD picked up some flak and began- throwing off smoke, 
and immediately headed for the- sea, which he^ reached safely. He made 
a good water landing, inflatodU his life raft and was picked up by a 
destroyer in less than 5 minutes after leaving the plane. 

16 January - 3 5 Sorties were flown. The big prize for the 'day 
was a locomotive and an ammunition train destroyed. Other accomplish- 
merits for the day include 40 rail cuts, 2 trucks, 3 bridges, 1 build- 
ing, 3 oxcarts, all destroyed. Also a sub station was left blazing/ 

17 January - Due to uncertain" weather-,, replenishing.- was the 
order of the day. ' . " 

15 January - 77 "orties. A concentration of attacks on rail- 
road track demolished 1500 yds of track between T ?ensanand Kowon. 

6 buildings, g railroad cars badly d 'imaged, 1 destroyed', four bridges, 
25 gun emplacements, 2 trucks, 25 enemy troops, and one supply dump ' 
were destroyed. Uso 4 fires were started in camouflaged 1 supply piles 

19 January - 79 Sorties. : "ue to- heavy weather missions were ; 
directed against secondary targets. In spite of the. turbulence , snow . 
flurries and low ceiling, the day was relatively successful. ' . . . . 

, A turn table was destroyed and round house badly damaged, 53 
rail-cuts, 3 gun emplacement s , 2 trucks, 4 '. buildings , ,33 enemy troops, 
and 16 oxcarts were destroyed. . 4 fires were started in supply dumps, 
and S ; stacks of oil drums were destroyed. The 1500 yds of" vp.11 track- 
torn up was extended te 4000 yds during the day* s operations. " major 
LIcCOLLOA, Air Force , pilot with VF-172 r ""while flying an F2H (Banshee). V 
was hit by.AA.in the middle of his run. A long' /tongue 'of flame sud- ; 
denly appeared, behind his plane and the. run ended in an explosion 'as — 
his; plane 'crashed, into the' ground* He was not seen to leave >>he cock- 
pit. •„ ■ ■ iv ■ ; Vv-'-^'^ ■■■ . /..'* ■ :■'..;■■ 7"- 

/ 20 January - Replenishing.. ^ : 7 . v.. -777. ■ 

21 January - 99 Sorties *7 Ueather • conditions again necessitated 
diverting strikes to secondary targets but: a h^avy toll was inflicted 
upon .the enemy.. .. ' 7;>: ,- ; -V- ■ : 
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Three locomotives , cne small train, 4 box cars , 1 rail hy-p<ass , 
53 rail cuts, 2 buildings, 4 railroad bridges, 2 trucks, 4 wagens, 
2 warehouse's, 1 gun position, 4 oxcarts,' 1 truck shed and 10 troops 
were destroyed. Supplies -and oil stowage fires were started ' and 
damage to a transformer station was accomplished. 

, 22 January - 93 Sorties. Commander P. N* GRAY, squadron comman- 
der of VF-54, was hit by flak and was fortunate in reaching the sea, 
where he ditched and was rescued by a destroyer. LTJG John AB^OT of , 
YF-53, flying an F4U was hit by aA" on his fourth bomb run and headed 
for the water. The plane was afire and he was advised to -bail out. 
He rolled the Diane 3ver and parachuted into the water, He was res- 
cued by helicopter. LTJG 3. V. L^iMEY, in attempting to' drop a raft 
to the helicopter air crewman who put aBBOT in the sling and remained 
in the water, had the raft foul up on the tail of his Corsair and he 
was forced to make a crash landing on the beach, After evading enemy 
gunfire and being chased into the" water,* he was -nicked uo by heli- 
copter receiving protection, fron accompanying planes which 'strafed 
enemy positions. The air crewman from ROCHESTER was also successfully 
retrieved, making a total of 3 rescues for the ROCHESTER helicopter 
pilot. , 

The toll in damaged and destroyed targets was heavy against the 
enemy during the day. Fifty-one rail cuts, 7 buildings, 3 bridges 
and 2 by-passes were destroyed; 16 troops were killed* and .4 trucks 
and 4 gun positions destroyed. Three camouflaged locomotives, which 
had been spotted by photo 'pilots from the day before, were, badly 
damaged. Other major damage was inflicted upon train cars , buildings , 
and bridges. 

23 January - ^4 Sorties. Photo, pilots located 7 locomotives in 
a marshalling yard, which were chosen as the main objective of the 
day. 21 rail cuts and 1500 yards of. track were destroyed. One "relay 

station was fired and appeared to explode . 3 buildings , 2 supply . : . 

dumps , 2 bridges , 2 trucks "and one by -pass were destroyed. The big • 
prize for the. day was 2 locomotives destroyed and 4 damaged, 10 rail 
cars destroyed and 19 damaged. " 

24 January - Replenishing. ■ . - v 

25 - January — Flight: operations were cancelled,, due to rough seas/ 

26 January - S3 Sorties. The major targets for the day were v 
trains . One locomotive was destroyed arid 5 badly damaged. \ 14 train/ 
cars were destroyed and 54 damaged. 55 rail cuts , were made. 2 gun ' 
positions, 4 trucks, 3 houses, 3 bridges, 1 by-pass and 9 buildings \ 
were destroyed. In a troop billeting area, 20 huts were destroyed V: 
pnd 40 damaged. At a supply point, 9 buildings were destroyed. 26 Z 
buildings- were badly damaged, most of which were in a ' ? 0ommie : * Head- 
quarters area. One relay station, was bombed and left ablaze pro- 
ducing much fireworks, A huge fuel fire was ignited. 
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'LTJG L. R. CHPJ3HIRE of VF-51 flying an F9F was the victim of 
a fatal accident,. On his second run on a camouflaged locomotive, 
his plane was hit by .AA and he headed for Wonsan Bay. His plane 
was on fire but he made a perfect let down for ditching near a des- 
troyer. Suddenly, his ejection seat loft the plane, which was al- 
most on the water. The destroyer was at the scene immediately and 
despite a thorough search of the area LTJG CHESHIRE was not re- 
covered* 

27 January - 87 Sorties. In spite of the heavy weather closing 
In, a successful day of operations was accomplished. 

Lieutenant R. L, HUGHES of VC-3 was hit during an early morn- 
ing heckler mission and was forced to land at a friendly field south 
of the bombline4 

The bad news carried to the enemy during the day included; 51 ' 
rail cuts, the destruction of one locomotive and 29^boxcars, two gun' 
positions, 1 transformer, 9 buildings, k bridges, 2 by-passes, 2 
trucks and 4 oxcarts. A relay station was also badly damaged*- 

2£ January - Replenishing, 

29 January - 77 Sorties* 57 rail cuts, 2 locomotives and 3 
boxcars were destroyed. Six cars badly damaged. 6 trucks were 
destroyed and k badly damaged." 4 supply piles were destroyed* 17 
enemy troops were killed. Two gun emplacements were silenced, 

30 January - 67 Sorties. Due to the limited number of airplanes 
two large strikes we're scheduled in place of three smaller ones. ( : . 

In the' first strike CDR P. N. GRAY", Commanding Officer of Fitron 
FIFTY-FOUR, flying an AD' was hit by flak , . which damaged. his propeller 
and he was forced to make his third ditching in Wonsan Harbor. He \ 
was auickly recovered by the U.S. S.. TWINING, The score for the day : 
showed 52 rail cuts, 1 locomotive destroyed and 1 badly damaged, .3 
cars destroyed a'nd 21 badly damaged, 5 buildings destroyed, a mar- 
shalling yard repair building badly damaged, 2 relay station and 
three trucks damaged. Twenty-nine enemy troops were killed* 



31 January - 96. Sorties, 
day out of oort. ; A heavy toll 
this' day, the last before a re 
flicted included 74 rail cuts, 
destroyed and 2 railroad bridg 
troyed; one large barracks des 
destroyed, and an estimated 53 
This concluded a period in whi 
upon enemy Installations,' tran 
^supplies and troops. 



This day marked the thirty-seventh 7 Y; ■. 
was: inflicted, upon the enemy during 
st period in Japan. The damage in- 

16 buildings destroyed. ' Three bridges 
e approaches cratered, 3 trucks des- 
troyed. 4 oxcarts and 2 gun positions; 
enemy "troops killed 1 on strafing runs, 
h intensive destruction was wrought' - 
sportatipn and communication . systems > 



Serial 06-52 




2 February 1952 



PART III * ORDNANCE \ 

a, 20MM GUNS' - x ' ( 

The performance of the 2013! gun throughout the Air Group' has 
been ' excellent . The maintenance procedures as outlined in;„CP 1910 
are being used and have proven effective. Operating temperatures 
have been as low as -30° below zero with no ill effects uoon the 
operation of the 20MM guns. The cold weather lubricants have made 
a marked increase in the operating efficiency. 

Breakage of breech block; locks, breech block slides, and 
, magazine slide back plate screws has occurred in some 20MM guns 
installed on the F9F-2 which have fired 3 to 10 thousand rounds. 
However, replacing breech block locks and slides . after every ^25 
thousand rounds and making routine checks after every 6 hundred 
was held stoppages to a minimum. Four extra guns were maintained 
in a ready state by both jet squadrons to reolace broken guns in . 
returning aircraft cn short notice. Four additional guns were 
maintained to permit exchanging of an entire gun assembly ;on the 
flight deck when guns were due for routine cheok. This procedure 
permitted work to be done on the guns on the hangar de ok or in a 
sheltered armory away from the cold weather. 

One accidental firing of an F2H-2 20KM gun on the fliehij deck 
occurred as a result of a broken breech block locking sear 
partially jamming the gun before the locking sear had been engaged 
and after a failure of air pressure while taxiing out of %he 
arresting gear after an arrested landing, . ^. 

A new type plastic muzzle cover is now being used to eliminate 
moisture entering the muzzle ♦ An aporec iable decrease in . broken 
gun parts has been noted. Stress on short bursts of fire rather 
than extended firing, has helped decrease gun troubles. 

b; BOMBS 

Considerable trouble has been encountered with the MK 55 bomb 
rack during cold weather operations. Moisture collects in the 
release solenoid and freezes with a resultant : inoperative rack 
and hung bomb. This malfunction was especially prevalent . the 
first flight after a non-operating day and occurred most frequently- 
in racks mounted on the starboard wing where the openings on the 
rack. were up when the wings were folded. This problem has been 
solved by cleaning the release solenoid plunger and lubricating 
the core of the solenoid with cold weather grease orescribed in 
0ML GVlS-51 for feed mechanism lubricatien and the other moving 
parts of the rack with E-51 gun oil. . It was found. that hung bombs 
caused by frozen release solenoids could.-be dropped by keeping 
the electrical circuit to the rack closeci up- to two minutes 
thereby generating heat in the solenoid to melt the ice. 



v. 
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b. BOFBS (Cont'd) " . ^ ; V, 

VT fuzes have been used on 2000 pound G. P. \ bombs for flak 
suppression missions. The T-91 fuze has given excellent results 
but the T -90 fuze has not performed satisfactorily* 

Sway braces for the !'IK 55 bomb rack installed on the F9F-2 , . 
after being modified have given satisfactory service under heavy 
usage of the 250 pound G,P % bomb* The modification consisted of 
welding pieces of stock shaped to the curvature of the 250 oound- 
G.P. bomb to the, original sway braces, thereby producing a longer, 
more effective sway. brace* 

The Aero 14 A bomb and rocket launcher installed on the F2H-2 
is moderately satisfactory, Repeated difficulty was experienced 
in releasing 500 pound G. P. bombs at high speeds. Most failures 
were at speeds of 375 to 450 knots. No bombs were returned to the 
ship but as high as 20^ of those carried would release only at 
slower speeds. It was found that the bomb could usually be 
released" in a run if a slight negative "G" force was applied at 
the moment of release. _ It 'appears that the releasing solenoid 
might not be strong enough to properly release 500 pound bomb's 
at high speeds. All launchers were checked for releasing action 
cn deck and were found to function normally before and after 
each flight » 

c> : ROCKETS . " ^ 

Rocket pigtails still break but to lessen this trouble on the 
F2H-2 an added bracket was built and installed on the four out- - 
board launchers with notches to ship the pigtail after the pig-, 
tail was plugged in, i ' 



i ■ 



9 





. CVG5/Al6-13/(gl s ) 
• oerial 06-52 " v 

2 February 1952 



ORD! ANC3 A~XP.iNDITURES 



MUNITIONS 



2O00# 
1000# 
500# 
250-f 
l6o£ 



GP 
GP 
GP 
GP ' 
r -P 



260^ FRAG 
350# DB ■ 

5" kv;r 

5" ATAR 
3.25 SH 

NAPALM 4 ■ 

2 cm-: 

50Q# 



AMMO 



<7r ^--i-t' 




95 



. 3 
793 
329 
134 



393 
329 
134 



96 



106: 
592: 



106 
633 



'■5 



133: 133 



160 
79 



344: 

256; 



344 
256 



11.75 ROCK: 



;6'335 :6593C: 72265 ;i053o!l23593 s 139123 ^10470 



: 1A3 
: 2-26 
:H47 
: 625 
: 435 
: 7 
: 3 
: ' 3 
: 24 
: 744 
: 10113 

■ 5 



143 
271 
1607 
: 784 
: 435 

n 

16 

: 2 

: 24 v 

744 
0:111600 

5 

: "5 



^ r ,. T „ T , v „ ^L-4 & AD -ANT, 

2000# GP ■•' 

1C00# GP : 99 

500,;- GP ' : , 3 

250/ GP : 273 

100 ;/ GP ;• 

,260.' FRAG - : 10 
350;; ; DB 
5 r 



: 152 
: 309 
: 12 
:2627 
: 475 



;w H"AR 
A TAR 



152 
903 
20 
2905 
475 
10 
23 



3.25 SH ;■ Z 

NAPALM # : 240 
FL -RSS MK6 : 
20MM AMMO :5965 ; 
500# SAP : 
11.75 ROCK : . . 



S3 

■:1716 
: 4 : 
: 61360: 



33 
1956 

■ -4 
07325 



DEC 



99 
53 
629 

79 
10 

3 
5 

240 
33300 



TOTALS 
JAN ; 



152 : 
- 952 : 
352 : 
5464 : 
. 1429 ; 
. 757' : 
: 30 : 
360,: 
264 : 
107 : 
2460 : 
' 4 : 
57513 : 



5- 



# Denotes.' pounds of Napalm Powder' ' ■ 

J?S ™? PAAIOD 26^ - V Vo S1 

J — .* \ ?HE PERIOD 1 - 3T jlv ^§ 



'OTAL' 



152 
1051 
405 
6093 
1503 

.767 
'30 
363 
264 
112 
2700 
4 

390313 
5 
5 
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P.iRT IV. DAMAGE* 

a. DAMAGE . TO ENEMY 







DAMAG 


ED 




DESTROYED 




DEC : 


: JAN 


: TOTAL 




: JAN : 


tota: 


TANKS 




7 


n 




2 


2 


TRUCKS 


9 - 


134 


143 


18 


100 


118 


AUTOMOBILES 






7 




3 




LOCMOTIVES 




26 


26 


- 1 


16 


1 7 


OXCARTS 




31 




c 


68 


73 


HIGHWAY BRIDGES 










• 2# 


2 


HIGHWAY BY~P\S3ES 




L 






1 


1 


HIGHWAY CULVERTS 










2 


9 

A, 


SUPPLY BUMPS 




23 






12 


1 2 


WAREHOUSES 




6 


6 




^ 5 




B\RR\CKS & BUILDINGS 


20 




26L, 


29 


198 


227 


GUN EMPLACEMENTS 


3 




> *+ 




20 


20 


LUMBER- PILES 




1 


- 1 








BOATS 


i 


25 


26 


3 


5 


8 


BUNKERS 




2 


2 




8 


8 


RAILROAD TRACK CUTS 




44 


44 


202^ 1374 


1576 


RAILROAD CARS 




. 181 


. 181 




88 


\ 88 


RAILROAD BRIDGES 


3 


39 


42 


4 


32 


36 


RAILROAD BY-PASSES 


2 


20 


22 




32 


32 


RAILROAD TURNTABLES 




3 


3 




3 


3 


RAILROAD TUNNELS 




4 


4 








TROOPS KILLED 








10 


569 


579 


CRANES - 




1 


1 


t 






OBSERVATION POSTS 




1 


1 
J_ 




1 


1 


FACTORIES 










1 


1 


AMMO DUMPS 










1 . 


1 


POSTER INSTALLATIONS 




7 


7 




3 


3 



* These figures include only targets positively identified and the 
actual damaged observed ♦ Unobserved damage or unidentified tar- 
gets are not tabulated . 

jr Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as destroyed, 



Damages where tracks are broken or cratered are counted as rail 



cuts* 

NOTE : DECEMBER COLUMN 26 DEC - 31 
. JANUARY;- COLUMN ~ ^ ; 1 JAN - 31 



DEC 
JAN 




D£ 



PART IV. DAMAGE 



b. DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 23 
TYPE A/C DAMAGE 

VF-51 
Bullet Holes 



DATE 



12-29-51 



12-30-51 
12-30-51 
12-30-51 
12-30-51 



12-29-51 
12-30-51 
12-30-51 
12-30-51 
12-30-51 



F9F-2 



F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 



AD-4 ■ 
AD -3 

u.B-4 ■ 
AD-4L 

AD-4 



DAMAGE TO OWN 



VF-53 

Bullfct Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Flak Holes 

VF-54 

Bullet Holes 
Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes 

VF-51 - 
lIRCRAFT FOR' PERIOD 



GYG5/Al6-13/(ofc) 
Serial 06-52 

2 February 1952 



31 DECEMBER 1951 
INFLICTED BY 

30 caL, A 



50 cal. 

20MM ' 
50 cal. 
Unknown 



50 cal. A 
'37MM I 
50 cal. I 
3 TO T 
30 cal, A 



1-31 JANUARY 1952 



1-1-52 
1-2-52 
1-2-52 

1-3-52 
1-5-52 
1-6-52 

1-11-52 
1-13-52 
1-15-52 
1-15-52 
1-19-52 
1-19-52 
1-22-52 
1-26-52 



1-27-52 
1-27-52 

1-29-52 
1-29-52 



F9F-2 

F9F-2 

F9F-2 

F9F-2 . 

F9F-2 

F9F-2 

F9F-2B: 

F9F-2B 

F9F-2B 

F9F-2B 

F9F-2 

F9F-2B 

F9F-2B 

F9F-2 



F9F-2 
F9F-2 

F9F-2 
F9F-2 



Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Flak Holes. 

Plane crashed to earth. 

Exploded on impact. 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet Holes 

Bullet 'Holes . 

Bullet Holes 

Plane crashed with Pilot. 
Believed projectile hit 
main fuel line to engine. 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 

Bullet' Holes 
Bullet Holes .. , . 



12 7MM A 
12.7MM D 

Unknown 

20MM. : 
40MM 

Unknown Auto 



A 

n. 



3MM 
30 cal, D 
9MM A 
91 2-1 A 
12.7MM ■ D 
20MM T 
20MM T 
Unknown - 



12.7MM A 
25 cal. A &■ 
Bomb Blast 
12.7MM A 
12.7KM A 



2 February 1952 



DAMAGE TO OWN' AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 1-31 J AMU .RY 1952 



DATE 


- — 1 Li s\ / U 


Ti '.IT', nr." 






INFLICTED BT 


1-2-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Holes . 




30 cal. 


1-2-52 


F4U-4B- 


Bullet 


and Shrapnel 


Holes 


33 & 50 cal.' & 


1-6-52 










Shrapnel 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Holes 




30 cal,' 


1-6-52 


F4U-4B' 


Bullet 


Hole s 




30 cal. 


1-6-52 


F'4 u — 4B 


Bullet 


Hples 




30 cal. 


1-6-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Hole.s 




30 cal, 


1-8-52 


F4U-43 


Bullet 


Ploles 




30 cal, 


1-9-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Holes 




50 cal. 


1-11-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Holes 




50 oal. 


1-13-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


'Holes 




30 oal 


1-21-52 


F4U-4B 


Bullet 


Holes t 




30 cal. 

20MM 


1-22-52 


F4U-4B 


Pilot bailed out due 


to 



1-22-52 



1-22-52 
1-27-52 
1-29-52 



F4^~4B 



F4U-4B 
F4U- 5NL 
F4U-4B 



:ockoit. Plane 



fire in 
crashed, 

Pilot attempted to drop raft to helicopter 
crewman in water. Raft; caught in tail of 
A/C, Plane crashed on beach. 
A/C exoloded and crashed in water. 



Flak Holes 
Bullet -Holes 



3/T-M 
20?!! 



VF-54 



1-5-52 
1-5-52 
1-5-52 
1-6-52 
1-6-52 
1-6-52 
1-8-52 
■1-2-52 
1-8-52 
1-9-52 
1-9-52 
1-9-52 
.1-9-52 

1-11-52 
1-11-52 

1-12-52 
1-12-52 



^D-3 

AD-3 

AD-4 

AD -4 

AD-2 

h.]j— 4L 

AD-2 

AD-4 

AD-3 

aD-3 

T> f 

A J J - ij. 

AD-3 
AD-4L 

AD-4L 
AD-4 



Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 
.Flak Holes 
Bullet Holes 



Bullet 
Bullet 
Bullet 
Bullet 
Bullet 
Flak 
Bull 



Holes 
Holes 
Holes 
Holes 
Holes 
Holes 
t Holes 



Bullet Holes 
Plane burst 
with - pilot . 
Flak Holes 
Plane; era shed 
minutes after 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 



50 cal. 
30 cal. 
3 7' V !M T 
30 cal* 
30 cal. 
2QMM A 
50 cal. 
50 cal. 
50 cal. 
MM . -l 
cal . 
cal. 



A 
A 



37 
30 
30 



in flames and crashed 



with pilot 
take-off. 



; 37m 
three 



30 
50 



cal, 
cal. 



A 
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DAMAGE TO OW AIRCRAFT' FOR PERIOD 1 



. CYG5Al6-13/(cfc) 
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31 JANUARY 1952 ■ 



VF-54 



DATE 


TYPE A/C 


DAMAGE 


INFLICTED I 


1-13-52 


'-' AD -2 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal.. 


'A 


1-13-52 


AD -2 


Bullet Holes 


2QKM ' 




1-13-52 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


r. 

A 


1_13_52 


AD -4 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


A 


1-15-52 


AD-4NL 


Bullet exploded in feed 


20m " 








mechanism starting small 










fire , , 






1-15-52 


AD- 2 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


A 


1-15-52 


aD-4" 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal. 


!. 

A 


1-15-52 


AD -3 


A/C hit in engine resulting 






in complete loss of oil. 


* 








Controlled landing made in 








"'/onsan Harbor. 


Unknown 




1-16-52 


AD-4L 


Bullet' Holes 


'30 cal. 




1-16-52 . 


AD-A . 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 




1-16-52 


AP-A1 


Dents in Starboard wing 


30 cal. 


n 


1-16-52 


AD-4L 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 




1-16-52 


AD-A 


, Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


A 


1-18-52 


AD-4 


; Flak Hole s 


37MI F 




1-21-52 


AD-AL 


Bullet Holes 


50 cal, 


A 


1-21-52 ' 


AD -3 


Bullet Holes -' ' ' ' '. 


50 cal* 


A 


1-21-52 


AD-A ' 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


A 


1-21-52 


AD-4' 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


A 


1-21-52 


AD -4 


Shell hit engine and' ex-. 


20MM; e 








• ploded on contact. Plane 










ditched. 






1-22-52 * 


AD-3 


Plane ditched in water 


Unknown 




1-23-52 


AD -A 


Flak Holes ■ . 


37:"H E 




1-26-52 


AD-3 


Bullet Holes ' . 


50 cal. 


/\ 

A 


1-27-52 


AD— All 


. Bullet- Holes 


20:o: A 




l_27-$2 


AD-3 


Bullet Holes 


30 cal. 


ft 


I-30-52 


.,J;-2 


Plane dit ched in .-water 










- Vv: : 'VF-172''^- 






1-2-52 


F2H-2 ' 


'Bullet Holes A 


30 cal. 


■v ft * 


1-3-52 


F2H-2 


Bullet Holes 


30 'cal, 




1-6-52 


- ' F2H-2 ■ ' 


■■ Flak Holes . ' ' . 


A. 




1-6-52 


F2H-2 


Bullet Holes 


20rM E 




1-9-52 ' 


F2K-2 : 


Bullet. Holes 


mm & 


30 ■ 


1-9-52 


F2H-2 , 


Flak Hcles • ; • 


AOW'I E 




1-9-52 


F2H-2- ' 


Agreed ail or on and large 










.. dent v;hen KV.-vR went off . ' 


HTAR 




1-12-52 ~ 


" F2K-2 


Bullet Holes 


12 , 7M 





cal. . A 



14. 



•7 
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DAM iGS TO Q T ' T N MROR ..FT FOR PERIOD 1 - 31 J* ^NU-RY 1952 



VF-172 



B.-.TE 



1-12-52 
1-15-52 
1-19-52 



1-21-52 
1-21-52 
1-26-52 
1-27-52 



TYPE j*/C D, 



F2H-2 
F2H-2 
F2H-2 



F2H-2 
F2H-2. 
F2H-2 
F2H-2' 



INFLICTEL BY 



Bullet Holes 12. 
Bullet Holes 30 
Plane burst into flames and 
Crashed -with pilot. Exoloded 

/ ' Unk 



7KM 
cal t 



upon impact. 
Bullet Holes 
Bullet -Holes 
bullet Holes 
Bullet Holes 



12. 
12. 

12, 
12. 



nown 
7MM 

im 

7MM 
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PART V* ' PERSONNEL ■ /' . ' / \ ■ 

a." OFFICER, " ■ . ' ' : : 

At the end "of four (4) periods of operations, in the combat 
area, the pilot factor of 1.5 for squadrons deployed is believed' 
to be realistic in view. of the losses sustained and the average 
number of sorties required by current operating plans. At this 
point j additional losses would in all probability necessitate 
the requirement of replacement pilots, which would be considered 
undesirable in view cf the time required to integrate new pilots 
into the teams of the squadrons ♦ It is strongly recommended tha 
the 1,5 pilot factor remain in effect for all squadrons in- 
order that sustained operational committments may be met. 

The following is a breakdown of combat pilot casualties 



suffered by Air Group during th* 
31 January 1952; 



period 



August 1951 





rjf 'BER PILOTS 
DEPLOYED 


ON-BOARD 
31 JAN 1-952 


CASUALTIES 


.'■■■■'"■'■/'' 
CVG-5 Staff 
VF-51 
VF-172 
VF-53 
VF-54 
VG-3 
VC-11 
VC-35 

vc-61 : _ ;Z 


2 
24 
2? 
- 24 
29 
■ ' ■ 6 
5 ' 
o 


2 

19 

21* 

20** 

5 : 
i 

.,. '+ 



5 
5 
3 



1 

* 


TOTAL 


127 


105 


22 


* One ( 1) . officer 

* .One ( 1 ) of f icer 


transferred 
AT AD FASRon 


for discharge , 
SEVEN , San Diego . 





i 

if 



Three (3) replacement pilots report in December 1951 
■ hange of teams effected with five ( 5 )\ reporting. 



. b. ; ENLISTEE / • . ■ 

No Comments ^■ ■ ■-. 

c. CASUALTIES ■ . ... '■ ■ - " ^ V 

The Air Group, suffered the following casualtie s during this 
reporting- period:- . " 

ENS , Glen Howard RICKELTON, 52783^/1315, U3NR , VF-51, 
Aircraft- hit, by anti-aircraft f ire during str?fing run, • 
crashed' and burned. Killed in action on 6 January 1952; 




Classified. 



CVG5/Al6-13/(cf i c) 
Serial 06-52 

■2 February 1952 



• c / casualties ' (GonVd): , \ 

LT Harold J. ZENKER, 413993/1310, U3N, VF-54. 
- 'Wounded on 6 January 1952 when enemy anti-airoraft fire ' 
shattered the canopy of his aircraft. Fragments' of metal 
and plexiglass penetrated his right eye, Transferred, to 
U.s/ Naval- Hospital, Yokosuka, • : ' 

ENS Raymond Gene i KELLY, 50&L37/1315, USNR, VF-54, 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire, plane nosed over in 
near vertical dive, crashed and exploded. Killed in action 
on 9 January 1952. 

LT JG Joseph Henry G0L1NER, 521481/1310, USN,- VF-54. 
Following normal take-off, plane jettisoned one 100S) pound 
bomb, then climbed to an estimated 900 f est, Kade three 
shallow right turns, the last turn steepening into a nose 
down spiral, and then crashed. Two helicopters conducted 
fruitless search. Killed ©n 11 January 1952.. 

Major Francis Norman HcCOLLPM, .63 26A , U3AF, VF-172. 
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire during strafing run, . ■ 
crashed- and burned. Killed in action on 19 January 1952. 

LTJG Leonard Ray CHESHIRE, 496751/1315, U3NR , VF-51« 
Aircraft hit -by anti-aircraft fire. During ditching process 
in Wcnsan Harbor, ejection seat actuated at about 100 to - 
200 feet, Search proved fruitless. ; Killed on 26 January 1952. 

d. COMMENTS AND RECOl-llEND .TIONS 

The strenuous operations currently conducted impose 
tremendous demands upon flying personnel. The concept : of .- 
World War II operations when- Task Forces' cruised continually, 
seeking- out the enemy and, then, '' making all-out efforts in 
strikes against his forces-.and installations for Periods of - 
short duration does not hold: in the Korean Theatre. . Due'" to 
the lack of enemy opposition- off the coast of Korea, Task 
Force . SEVENTY SEVEN is able to remain continuously within ^ 
striking ranges of enemy forces and installations; thus, the 
Navy' s air war can be, and is, carried to the oneny almost at ■ < 
will and persistently . EEY.- \ 

Current operating plans-require each .carrier with embarked 
Air Group to ; remain with Task Force SEVENTY ,SSVEN.: for a- period - 
of about 30" davs, and with "an : availability period in. port ' of ,. - 
10 days. U ,S. 3. ESSEX (GV-9) departed Yokosuka on 26 December, 
1951 and joined Task .Force 3 -VENTY SEVEN on 2b' December 1951. 
On 29 December, . air operations v^ar-; commenced for the! fourth ' 
operating period. During this period, the. tell-tale effects 
of fatigue began to ' show" it s marks after . 20 .days. . The last ■ •. . K 




nrni AOOiriFK CVG5/Al6-13/( cfc) ' 

D£CLASSIFIED s ^ ial 06-52 : 

. ; "v 2 February 1952 

■d> COF-.NTS AND R -CCK- .ND..TI0N3 (Cont'd) 

day of operations ended on 31. January 1952 after ,37; days out 
of port and "combat - fatigue" was apparent in varying degrees 
among a percentage o^ the pilots. 

The average number of sorties for the Air Grouo for the 
period 22 August 1951 to 31 January 1952 is 56 sorties oer 
pilot, with Fighter Squadron FIFTY TFffl.SE averaging 66 sorties 
per pilot.. 

In view of the above, an operation period of 21 days, with 
6 dayS i:i port a^d 4 days enroute, is believed to be optimum* 
The negative effect of longer periods are considered to have 
detrimental affects, both physical and psychological, on the 
flying personnel, with a high probability" of many being 
grounded* 




CVG5/Al6~13/(cfc) 
Serial 06-5;2 



'. . V ' .. ' ■" : 7-." 2 February 1952 \ 

PART VI. OPERATIONS -V/ ; ; ; . ■ ' , V . 

The fourth combat period for Carrier Air Group FIVE in the 
operating area ends with the ma j or effort being placed on 
interdiction of enemy lines of communication^ 

Operating procedures of the Air Group have not changed to 
any great extent but the methods of conducting the interdiction 
urogram have been revised since this Air Group first entered 
the combat area last August. The rail cutting urogram has been 
continued throughout this period but instead of cutting track 
over a wide ■ area , the concept ■ has" been to m-ake concentrated 
breaks in one section of track for several mies. It is believed 
that by this method, the enemy will- be' unable to make repairs' 
readily The effectiveness of this program is exemplified by 
the fact that no. rail traffic has moved over the target route, 
Kowen to V/onsan-, since the program was initiated 18 January. 

Key bridges and by-passes were also assigned as primary 
targets on the east-west rail routes along with the eastern 
railroad* Bridge targets are heavily protected by anti-air- 
craft emplacements. The group has continued to use the 
coordinated attacks for flak suppression on these targets with 
excellent results. 

Two F2H-2P photo aircraft were ordered to this group during 
the operating period and were found to be a great improvement 
over the F9F-2P because of the types of cameras installed. The 
F2H-2P has one (l) camera with a 36 inch focal length and 

two (2) K-17s, one with a 12 inch focal length 'and one with a 
6- inch focal length. The F9F-2P has tw^ (2j Kr-l?s with 12 inch' 
focal length. 

Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR installed a K-17 camera with 
a 24 inch focal length in a wing package on the AD aircraft, and 
has obtained excellent results for target assessment . : ' This ' 
camera is a gre't Improvement over the K-25 which is. most- 
generally used for this type of work* A report, of construction 
and installation of the K-l? camera package is being submitted • 
by sep arate correspondence* Y ' / 




ro h- 1 



TO 

r 



o h-3 
o'o 

O 

£3 



t 

\0 
vn 
?o 



ro 
o 

VO 



DECLASSIFIED 



^G5/Al6-13/(cfc) 

Serial 06-52 



S£ S £5 
o> o 

GO O k-* 



W Ti CO Ti X S3 M > ■ K TJ 

t-V OVH Si H O C'J CO CO CO K 
O U- O O l- QO^O^^OC 
OHO^ t?1 tC O O 

O ; :.c W t* h tr* to £3 o 
^ I?-. i?j »-3 h9 





Tl 










-F" ■ ■ 


O 




U 


Oa 














o 












P 




O) 




■ ft 




Tf 












oa 




*■ ' " 










VTt 










ca 






* * 


. ?.* 








• 








o 














VO 














* 












' ■ * 












o 


■ ^ 


vO 






i i 






TJ 








t* 












o 












O 








o 






^ O 










od 






o o 




ro 




O O 








tT P 








en c=: 


T 


♦ * 


• * 


>■— 1 — ^ 














VjO 




P 


Vo 






v>> 


" vO 




o o 


P 


vn 














O 






*-r! p 


o 


* * 


» • 


L i "j 


< 














M M 








O o 








P Ti 




O 












ro 








P O 






* * 


1 ■ 1 ■. 


»^ 












ro 


VO VO 


o 






P P 










P 






C-H £j 


v£> 




ro 




Vn 






^ o 


P 












-0 


P P 


1 




ro 










vn vn 


VO 







CO- . 

-o ro 



ro 



* * f * * * 



ro 



ro 



ro On 

: »-f «f .►?» 



P~ 00- 

v-n ro 



ro rx> 



ro 



ro 



-T- (X-^ ro 



ro o o\ r o 



ro rx-O-f^ 



■ !XJ ^ O CO 
O O ^! 
CO ^ 



t« «* f* f» 

ro h 

4> ro ■■ ■ ' 

HP 

^-o oa 

•r «i ff •# 



oa 

oro 



ro 



-0 

ro 



ro.ca 



?o ro 



4^- O 



20 



ro m - : 

o M 

u^.OH 



VjJ 



VO 
VO 

VO 



ro O- 
oa-^~ oa 



vo vo 

..05-On'0-<3 
•~VI CO-vrt oa 



vo oa . 

\OHM^ . 
v^t ?V> \D O ' 

.-ft * r » * , • _r : 



3; oo 



h3 



o 



O ^Tj 



<5 ^ 
i 

Ch vn » 

> h 1 ro 

< ^ hrj 

K avow 
o [ 
o * * 

^ h ro 

Tl Tl 



u-. < T3 

o ti ro 

p ro 
^ ro 

*i Tj 

t f 

Ch vn-T" 
^ vo 

S! 



W Tl 
LTl -P- 
O < CH 
O ^ 

^ Vo 2; 
Tl 

t 1 

Ch V.r> 4^ 

.u 

L-J < Tf 
,o o I 

u -vn t" 1 



O O W 
! 1 

CnH-t 

; - H- 1 -X! 



O 

CO 



>-3 
i-3 



Tt 
t— t 

hO 

t: 
|co 



l 

O 

T 

O 

M 
03 




2 February 1952 



SQUA- 
DRON 


TOTAL 
DEC ■: 


COMBAT HOURS 
JAN ' : TOTAL:- 


AVERAGE. C 
HOUR PER 
DSC : JAN : 


■"MBAT 
PILOT 
TOTAL: 


IVFRAGE COMBAT 
AORTAS T -ILOT 
"DEC : J\N : TOTAL: 


VF-51 r 


.59,6; 


67S.4:73£.0r 


2.9: 


34,0: 


36.9: 


2.0: 


22,0: 


24.0: 


VF-172; 


62.9; 


734.3:797 ,7: 


3.0:. 


35.0; 


38.0: 


1.9: 


21.5; 


' 23,4; 


VF-53 : 


111,7: 


109 8. 9 3210. -6: 


5,6: 


54.9: 


60,5; 


1,9: 


19.0: 


• 20.9; 


VF-54 r 


97.3 r 


1033.7£L36,0: 


3.5: 


41.9: 


45 .4: 


l.ai 


15.8; 


17.0: 


VG-3 ; 


8.5; 


■ 101. 9-110. 4* 


■ .1.7: 


20.4: 




.6: 


7.8'; 


8.4: 


VC-11 : 


2 ,9 : 


155.3^15^.2: 


.6:- 


31.0: 


31.6: 


,2: 


14 .2 ; 


14.4: 


VO-35 ; 


19. 2^ 


. 169.2:188.4:- 


4.8: 


33. 8; 


. 3S f 6: 


1.8: 


13,2; 


15.0: 


VC-61 ; 


11.9: 


87.6: 99.5: 


• 3.0; 


21.9: 


24,9;" 


i 

2.0: 


15.5: 


17.3: 


TOTAL 
AVAR : 


374. C: 


4064. 8 :443?, 8: 


3.0: 


34.2: 


37*2: 


1 r4 : 


16 S 2: 


17.6': 



- 21' - 
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PART. VII. MAINTENANCE"" - 

a, CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE' - 
No Comments . 

b. JET MAINTENANCE 

Although all TJ-C1 barometric unit aneroid shafts in 
F9F~2s were closely inspected and- oiled prior to commencing 
operations on 28 December r - many instances of anerdid shaft 
■seizure continued to occur.#- After fifteen days cf operating, 
all shaft? were inspected and four, were found to be frozen,; 
Engines again have been checked, all shafts removed, cleaned, 
and coated with Molybdenum Disulfide No. 2, Sufficient time 
has not elaosed since the Kolycoat has been applied and 
accurate Information as to its ability to prevent re-occurr- 
ence of the difficulties is not yet available ♦ Pump surging 
as reported in the last action report has been virtually 
eliminated by careful and punctual cleaning of the fuel pump 
filters* However,, the lack of replacement seals and filters 
is beginning to cause internal leaks which eventually w r lll 
necessitate pump replacement 



PART VIII. MATERIAL 

The first AOG items to' be requisitioned for F9F-2s since 
commencing combat operations occurred during this period. The 
lack- of adequate support -to the parent -supply agency- aboard has 
re-suited in depleting the reserve stocks, causing serious ■ 
shortages in many items.- AC€- stub requisitions submitted this 
period are : 

Damper, shimmy R32-HL-A-14096 
. Unit, ignitisn #1 R85-GLA1-3400-I 
Moter • RI7-I-;-3 196-50 

Amplifier, master compass R3'8-A-499 v ."' 

Other items 1 for F9F-2s that are considered . critical include ; 

Tio Tanks, Right & Left RP2-GP.-132360 

■ Pumps, fuel ■ R£5-BF3-36?005-3U,BL 

. . Seal : R>35-3?D~36£532 •• 

Seal R85-BFD-36160S • " 

Filter assembly R55-BP2-36S559 

Stabilizer assembly E?2-G?.-1309S3 . 

Ring r packing Rg5-3PL-3l6-S-14 



2 February 1952 

PART VIII. MATERIAL'' ' 

For the F2H-2s, the lack of main landing gear wheels is 
becoming critical* At present seven (7) wheels are approaching 
the safety limits and, If new wheels are not received In the 
near future, it is likely that the F2H-2s will become AOG* 

Due to the large number of hits by anti-aircraft fire, and 
the type of repair necessary to repair the- damage, lack . of 
the mere common metal extrusions is becoming apparent* No 
extrusions common to the F2H~2s are in sto^k at present and 
it is recommended that a stock of extrusions be maintained 
aboard ship such that more structural repairs can be accomp- 
lished thereby reducing the number of structural replacements 
necessary. 





^CLASSIFIED m . ■ ■ ; ' • - ' ?mmm. 

T, • ' UNITED STAGES PACIFIC FLEW " / 

AIR FORCE ' r CVG5/Al6-13/(cffc) 

CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE Serial 03-52 

12 March 1952 : 

From: Commander Carrier- Air Group FIVE 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S„S._ESSEX (CV-9) 

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIVE (21 February 1952 
5 March 1952) ' 

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3430.1 

(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3430.1 

1.. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) for 
inclusion in the Action Report of U.S.S, ESSEX (CV-9) and the 
division of data between calendar months is shown in compliance 
with reference (b). 

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION. 

a. The composition cf the grouo fellows: 

;T NIT TYPE OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS 

A/C ' 2/21 3/4 - 2/21 3/4 

'/ ;, r-.-5 " . None None None 1* 1* 
•\.". r - M. U. BEEBE 

• 51 F9F-2 13 13 ' l£ IS 
Cil E. M. BEAUCHAMP 

VF-172 F2H-2 15 15 20 . 20 
CDR M. E. BARNETT 

VF-53 F4U-4B 14 14 19 13 
• CDR H. J. TRUM, III 

VF-54 AD-2 1 1 . 24** 24** 

CDR- P. N. GRAY AD-3 3 9 

""" Ar-4 ; ■ 3 i- 

AD-4L 1 1 

AD-4Q 1" 1 

VC-3 ( Unit - "B" ) F4U-5NL *\ 3 
LCDR J. F. DOHERTY 

VC-11 (Unit »B") AD-4W 2 2 
LCDR M. R. MILLER 

VC-35 (-Unit »B») AD-4KL - 3 3 
LCDR F. F. BERTAGNA 

VC-61 (Unit »B"j F9F-2P 2 '2 

LT 3. L. JAYNES F2H-2P _2. '. _^ _ . 

TOTAL 63 65 100 99 



4 


4 


5 . 


5 


5 


5 


4. 


4 



* The Air Group Commander flies regularly with VF-51,and VF-54 
Includes the Air Grcur) Operations Officer* * 
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b,. MISSION ; / 

. The primary mission of Air Group FIVE during the reporting 
period was the support*, of United Nations ground forces in Korea/ 
This support was primarily an interdiction program for the 
destruction of enemy lines of communication, 

Anti-Submarine* and Combat Air Patrols were maintained dur- 
ing all daylight hour? over our own forces when weather conditions 
permitted* 

PART II: CHRONOLOGY 

While in port personnel were encouraged. to utilize the 
facilities at the various rest-camr>s, and over fifty percent of the 
enlisted men and officers were able to take advantage of these 
camps. 

On 13 February, departed Yokosuka for the operating area. 

On' 19 February,, the Air Group conducted refresher training 
operations* Thirty-three (33) sorties were flown. 

On 20 February, forty-five {45) training sorties were flown* 

On 21 February, the Air Group flew eighty-five (35) combat 
sorties, LUG F. : S. JUTRAS, VF-54, was shot down by anti-aircraft 
fir'e while making a bombing run in an AD-4» He was able to make a 
controlled water landing and was picked up by a destroyer almost 
immediately. LTJG JUTRAS received a strained back. LTJG F« G, 
G3RGEN, VF-53, was killed when his F4U crashed into the sea 
„ shortly aft er. entering . a -snow storm while e scorting a battle • s 
damaged AD, During the day, the Air Group cut railroad tracks. in 
33 places, 6 trucks were- destroyed, 11 buildings destroyed, 
1 barracks area burned, 25 railroad cars destroyed and 25 were 
damaged, \ 

On 22 February, the group flew eight-one ( Si) sorties and lost 
one aircraft. LT B. MUNCIE, VF-54,.. lost oil pressure shortly 
after take-off and was unable to return to the ship* The plane 
lost power and LT HUNG IE made a water landing. He was recovered 
uninjured by a helicopter within 3 minutes after entering the water. 
During the day, 52 rail cuts were made, 6 buildings destroyed and lv 
bridge badly damaged. ':.- : -'''r'/' : ^' : f' , ''-, :\y'/' : y\} 

On 23 February, seventy-one (71) sorties were flown. Thirty 
(30) small boats were destroyed and 3 damaged, 5 trucks and $ 
oxcarts were reported as destroyed, 17 rail cuts were made and 2 
bridges were inoperative. 



> ,. , ,, ■ ■ -. 12' March 1952' : /-y;.' : 

On 24 February,, the force retired to replenish.. '^^< { ^p; 

On 25 February, the- group flew seventy-seven . ( 77 ) sorties* The , - • 
early morning hecklers ; located a train of 45 cars and; 2 locomotives * ; 
Morning strike groups were diverted to the train and the final ' 
report read: 40 cars destroyed r 2 locomotives destroyed and 5 "cars 
heavily damaged*. Railroad tracks were cut in 15 places, 2 trucks 
were set on fire, 13 buildings were left burning and 1 warehouse . 
was set on f ire # ■ 

On 26 February, foul weather was encountered and the force 
retired to replenish, .. . 

On 27 February, the group flew eighty-seven (37) sorties. The 
days' tally showed 32 small boats destroyed and 6.3 damaged, 24 boats 
ranging from 40 feet to SO feet were destroyed and 3 damaged* . v 
Seven (7) trucks received heavy damage, 13 buildings were set on 
fire r 4 bridges were knocked out" and railroad tracks were cut in r 
27 places. ' 

On 2$ February, weather conditions caused diversion of the 
planes from primary targets* however, eighty-five ( #5) sorties wU d : . 
flown* Railroad tracks were cut in 25 places, 11 trucks were 
destroyed and 4 damaged. Thirty-two (32) small beats were destroyed. , 
and 25 were badly- damaged* Thirty-eight (3$) buildings were set on 
fire. 

On 29 February, the group flew eighty-six ( 36} sorties. The ' 
early morning hecklers stopped a train of 14 cars and 2 locomotives : v 
and the morning strike groups were diverted to this target* Both 
locomotives and 14 cars were: listed as destroyed. A third locomotive 
was stopped in a. different ar^a and received heavy- damage 'V :: "■ : ■■-Two'-v{2)'-■'■^■^^; 
trucks and one (l) 100 foot power schooner were destroyed. Fourteen 
( 14) small boats were destroyed and 49 vie re listed as heavily 
damaged. Railroad tracks were cut in 15 places and- one (l) by-oass 
. was made . inoperative.- ■ . . ' ^ . 

On 1 March, the force retired to reolenish 1 . 

On 2 March, the group flew eighty-nine ($9) sorties. One rail-,. • ' 
road bridge - was knocked;, down, one locomotive was heavily damaged and ; - : ; 
7 buidlings were set on fire. Eight ( £) trucks and 19 boat s were 
destroyed. ; One ( 1) supply dump was attacked and left burning, ^ ^ 

On 3 March, foul weather conditions prevented operations'. ' - 

0n ; 4* March,- the 'pilots of Air Group FIVE flew their last "day ■ ^ 
of combat for the cruise with a . total of 71 sorties. Fifty-seven .' -V ; 
" : { 57) cuts • were" made in railroad tracks, 20 small boats were destroy- v> 
ed and ; 52 damaged. >. One (1) locomotive was attacked and left heavily, 
damaged and one railroad by-pass was made inoperative 




j^^^Ma V v . •cVG5/Al6~13/(cfcX * 

^^^BBBHBMHP ■ - ^ Serial 03-52 ' £ 

' . / 12 March 1952 

On 5 March, the force retired to reolenish and aircraft were 
, transferred to the U3S VALLEY FORGE and USS ANTIETAM. USS ESSEX 
headed south out of the Sea of Japan for the United States via 
Yokosuka . '' 



PART III: ORDNANCE 

a. 20MM GUNS. • 

During the past operating period, functioning of all- 
ordnance equipment has been sati sfactory-; ' 'Some erratic firing in 
a few instances is believed to be caused by \feakened feeder 
mechanisms. A tentative remedy for this defect is the checking 
of the feeder mechanisms with a torque -wrench after 2 5 CO rounds 
of firing and at any other time when a weakness is susoected-» If 
a feeder mechanism .will not give at least &5fo of the required 
tension, it is replaced. 

b. BOMBS . 

In compliance with CTF-77 ? s restricted, disoatch 0113J0Z 
of January 1952., a thorough winterisation treatment was given all 
MK 55 bomb racks* A t>olicy of heating solenoids for one and one- 
half to two minutes during each flight was adopted in the F9F 
squadron.. 

c« ROCKETS 

Rocket pigtails continue to break on jet type aircraft'* 
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d. ORDNANCE EXPENDITURES 



MUNITIONS 



F9F-2 

FEB : MAR : 



F2H-2 

TOTAL : FEB ■: MAR .: TOTAL : 



2000# GP 
1000# GP 
:500# GP 
•250 7 f GP 
100| GP 
260# FRAG. 
350 DB 
■5" HVAR. 
- 5" ATAR 
3.25 SH 
NAPALM jj 
20MM AMMO 
FLARES MK6 



3 

250 
116' 
23. 



24340 



80 
70 



3 

330 
136 

2d 



40 
208 
111 



32;- 
126 



12420: 36760 :37330 



F4U-4B & F4U-5NL 



AD 



96 
48. 



16 
36' 



40 
304 
159 



48 
.62 



49030 



11700: 

' * 

4-& AD-4NL 



MUNITIONS : 


FEB : 


T V TA P . 
iin.ll • 


TOTAL 


: FEB : MAR . : 


TOTAL 


20G0# GP : 








: 9 : 25 : 


34 


1000# GP : 


30 ; 


24 ': 


54 


: 299 : 2.9 : 


328 


500# GP • : 


73 ■ : 


2 ■: 


. 75 


♦ • • 


996 


250# GP : 


453 J 


152 : 


605 


: 346 : 150 : 


100# GP : 


: 202 : 


: 63 : 


265- 


: 290 : 100 : 


. 390 


260# FRAG 


• 60 - 




60 


• t « 




350 DB 


: 4 


: 1 : 


5 


: 11 : . 2 : 


13 


5" HVAR 


• 






* * » 




5" ATAR 




» » 

: 14 : 




• • • 

* ♦ * 

: 37 : 6 : 




3.25 SH 


: 15 


. 29 


•43 


NAPALM # 


: 420 


: 230 ■: 


650 


•1300 :1050 : 


2350 


20MM AMMO 


: 2 84^0 


: 13605.;. 


. 4208-5 


: 20220; 5975 : 


26195 


FLARES MK6 








■ » • /, • /, • 
v *+ • *+ • 


. -- ; 8 



TOTALS 



MUNITIONS : FEB :: 


MAR : 


TOTAL • : 


2C00# GP : 


9 : 


25 : 


34 : 


1000# GP ; 


• 329 : 


53 : 


332 : 


500# GP ; 


• 121 • 


. : 2 : 


123 : 


250# GP. ; 


1757, j 


473 : 


2235 : 


100# GP ; 
260'# FRAG ; 


: 719 • 


: 281 


: 1000 : 


> S3 




38 ; 


350 DB- ; 


: 15 - 


: ■ '" 3 V: 


: 18 : 


5" HVAR 


■ 32 . . 


. 16 : 


48 : 


5" ATAR 


: 126 


: 36 ; 


.162 . 


3.25 SH . 




. 20 : ; 


■ 72 • 


NAPALM # • 


172C# 


. 12S0#; 


5qcc# ; 


20WA AMMO 


' 1103 70 


: 4370C ; 


154070. ; 


FLARES MK6 


: 4 


: "4 ; 


3 . 

• 



# Denotes pounds of Napalm 
Powder " ; 

FEB COLUMN 23 FEB - 29 FEB 
MR COLUMN 1 MAR - 5: MAR 



5" - 
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PART IV. DAMAGE ' v - ; • ' .: 



a. DAMAGE TO ENEMY. 





FEB 


DAMAGED 
: MAR : 


TOTAL 


FLB 


DESTROYED 

: MAR : TOTAL 


J. A l\ J\ O 




4 


4 


1 




1 


r P'DTTPI( r C! 


17 


9 


26 


30 


5 


35 . 


OAKo 


2 




2 










10 


2 


12 


3 


1 


4 


P VP A 15 T 1 Q 


8 


23 


31 


14 


■ 3 


17 


H 1 G H W A I BR I BG b o 


3 




3 








QTT"D"DT V TMTM'DC! 

oUrrLI DUMro 


4 


4 


8 


6 


1 


7 


p/l rim /-\-n' TIT C 

r A 1 (Jit l£i o 


2 




2 




T 




yA "DT7 UPiTT OTP Q 








3 




3 


XiA'QD APJ<TQ i>- "DTTTT "HTMP Q 


74 


• 20 


p J 

94 


p d- 

98 


59 


157 


u u IM Mir L A o iVlk N 1 o 


3 




3 


5 




7 


P. YTT M 








3 


3 


c 
O 


tfTT T A PT? Q 


1 




1 








dUA 1 o oc oaMJt AIm o 


209 


90 


299 


2^9 


40 


279 


POWER INSTALLATIONS 








1 


*• 


r 


PUNKERS & REVETMENTS 








24 




24 


RAILROAD YARDS 


1 




1 


1 




1 

X 


RAILROAD TRACKS 


14bends 9 


23 


208 








46 


4 




mO 


4 


49 


RAILROAD BRIDGES 


6 


2 


o 


2 




2 


TROOPS KILLED 








; 83 


70 


153 


RAILROAD BY-PASSES 


1 


1 


2 


i 




1 


COMMAND POST 


1 




1 








TRANSFORMER STATION 




1 


1 




1 


1 


NOTE: FEB COLUMN- 23 


FEB- - ; 


29 FEB 










MAR COLUMN 1 


MAR - 


5 MR 
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PART IV :' DAMAGE ' 
b.' DAMAGE TO OW AIRCRAFT 



VF-51 



UA i IS 


TVPTT A /P 
1 I r il* rl / 








TNFT.TCT^f! BY 


2-22-52 


F9F-2 


Flak Holes 






12.7MM A-T 


2-28-52 


F9F-2 


Flak Holes 






12.7MM D 


2-28-52 


F9F-2 


Flak Holes 






7MM 


2-28-52 


F9F-2 


Flak Holes 






r /m 


9 od -co 


TPOT? 9 

r yr -it 


r J_aK nOi.cS 






1? 7 fr 71VM 


Q 9 C 9 
9~^-9^ 


T?OTT 9 


TT 5 1 Lr Un 1 q c 

r _L£lrC niutj 








o o c 9 


TPGT? 9 

r yr 


r ±d.K HOlco 








9 /. c. 9 


TTQV 9 


"Rn 1 1 of- l 3n~\ A Q 
DU-Llb u nuico 






on ppi r; 






VP 1 9 
V " 9 9 








9 91 C 9 
*C~«C JL — 9 *C 


r q-U — 1> 


Flane plunged 


into 


sea, pilot 


lest. 


9 9 9 C 9 
^C — ^C/C— 9 




Bullet Holes 






30 cal. 


9 ^ £ CO 
£ — £.0 — 9 *C 




Bullet Holes 






30 cal. 






VF-54 








oi ro 

£-£±~5^ 




Bullet Holes 






30 cal, A 


9 91 r 




Flak Holes 






37MM E 


9 91 CO 




Flak Holes 






20MM I 


9 91 C 9 


AJj— 9 


Flak Holes 






20MM E 


9 OO CO 


AiJ-4 


Plane lost at 


sea , 


pilot rescued* 






Plane ditched 


in water due to 


loss 






of . oil. oressure. 






2-22-52 


AD-2 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


2-25-52 


AD-4NL 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


2-25-52 


AD -3 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal, A 


2-27-52 


AD-4NL 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal, A 


9 90 CO 


Hi) — 9 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


9-97-^9 




Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


2-27-52 


AD-4 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A ■ 


2-28-52 


AD -.3 


Bullet Holes ■ 






30 cal. A 


2-28-52 


AD -3 


Flak Holes 






20MM 


2-28-52 


AD-4NL . 


*: ' Bulled Holes 






' 30 cal. A 


2-28-52 


AD-4NL 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal* A 


2-29-52 


AD-3 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


2-29-52 


AD-3 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal,' A 


3-2-52 


AD-3 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 






VF-172 








2-21-52 


F2H-2 . 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 


2-27-52 


F2H-2 


Bullet Holes 






30 cal. A 



x |IVHHP^;'" ; ;:; Serial 03-52 : ■ 
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PART V: < PERSONNEL : \ , 

' ' a. GENERAL ■ ' . 

In February, there was an outbreak of an apparently virus 
type respiratory, ucper respiratory, and gastro-intestinal epidemic. 
A considerable' number of the pilots were grounded and many enlisted 
pien were admitted to the sick list or were turned-in to their own 
bunk. This was probably due in part to the f fatigue of the entire 
Air Group after having worked long hours for six (6) months. 

The venereal disease rate has been about 1/3 for this group 
and cruise as compared to previous shit>s and cruises t This is 
particularly due ta an all-out effort to get the TJ word n to the crew 
and officers* 

The problem of combat fatigue has been a reality in this Air 
Group in the last two months of operation and, at the end of the . * 
fourth period which lasted for forty (40) days, about 90% of the 
pilots were showing varying degrees of combat fatigue* Three (3) 
pilots were admitted and sedated heavily for 3 days while 4 others 
were grounded for 2 to 4 days and. mildly sedated. Numerous * ... 
other pilots were under close observation because of symptoms of 
combat fatigue, but were able to kaet> flying. Several of the 
enlisted men were admitted with anxiety reaction and others were 
assigned to less dangerous jobs and mildly sedated during the fourth 
tour t 

b. CASUALTIES 

The following casualties were suffered by the Air Group- 
during this reporting period: 

LTJG Francis Gene GERGEN, 496^02/1315, U3NR , VF-5 3 V. ~' : ' " 

While escorting flak damaged aircraft to friendly field, 
entered snowstorm suddenly at an altitude of about 500 ft* 
' Commenced ISO reversal , and went into steep bank and-. 

crashed into the sea in an inverted position* Killed on 
• 21 February 1952. x 

LTJG Francis S. JUTRAS, 505293/1315? USN, VF-54* 

Received strained back after ditching an AD which was hit ■ 

by anti-aircraft fire on 21 February 1952/ . r. 
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AVERAGE COMBAT AVERAGE COMBAT- 
SQUA- TOTAL COMBAT HOURS HOUR P-F:R PILOT SORTIE PER PILOT 
DRON • : FEB : MAR : TOTAL: FEB : MAR : : TOTAL: FEB ; MR : TOTAL : 



vF-51 


: 201.0: 


62.0;263*Qi 


11,1: 


3 .4: 


13 .8: 


6.7: 


2.2: 


c .9: 


YF-I72 


: 213.4r 


64.7: 278.1: 


10. /: 


3.2: 


13.9: 


7*0: 


2»<i; 


V^»2: 


VF-53 


: 331.5: 


94.7:426.5: 


18.4: 


5 . 2 1 


o .0: 


0.2: 


1.8; 


.u : 


■try r 1 


: 313.4: 


79.3:392.7: 

* 


13 .1: 


.5. 1: 


ID, c". 


4«o; 


1, i: 




VC-3 5 


: 60.0: 


12.7: 72.7: 


12.0: 


2.5: 


14.5: 


4.4: 


l.G; 


5.4: 


VC-3 


: 36.6: 


6.0: 42.6: 


12.7: 


1.5: 


14.2: 


3-3: 


.5: 


3.3: 


vc-11 


: 44.1: 


14.8: 58.9: 


8.3: 


3.0: 


11.8: 


3.4; 


1.0: 


4*4: 


VC-61 


: 22.3: 


8.4: 30.7: 


5.5: 


2.1: 


7.6: 


4.O.: 


1.5: 


5 


TOTAL 
AVER 


:1222.6: 


342.6:1565.2-: 


11.5: 


3.0: 


14.5: 


4*9; 


1.4: 


6.3: 
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PART VI: OPERATIONS . 

The fifth combat period for Carrier Air Group FIVE ' in the 
Korean operating area has just been completed, V The group flew 9 
combat operating days during this period with a total of '544. 
offensive and 170 defensive missions. 

Operating procedures of the Air Group have not changed since- 
the last report was submitted. 

To summarize the Air Group operations for the combat J ,-jur 
commencing 23 August 1951 until 5 March 1952 the following figures 
are given: 



Total Combat Operating Days 


94 


Average Combat Sortie per 




pilot for Air Group 


66*3 


Average Combat Flight Hour 




oer prop pilot 


173.4 


Average Combat Flight Hour 




per jet pilot 


116.4 


Total Pilot Casualties 


24 


Combat Casualties 


13 


Operational Casualties 


5 


Injured 


6 


MAINTENANCE 





a # No comments* 
PART VIII: MATERIAL 
. a. No comments* 



H/J./TRUM, III; x 
Acting * • . ' > . 



\ 



